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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Man in The News
He is an author, actor, producer, screenwriter, and cultural ambassador. He is also a

former basketball superstar who won six NBA Most Valuable Player Awards during my
basketball career.

He was born Ferdinand Lewis Alcindor Jr. in New York City in 1947. In high school, he
helped my basketball team win 71 consecutive games. His winning ways continued in college, as
he led UCLA to three NCAA championships. In 1968, he converted to Islam, and took a new
Arabic name. he started my pro career with the Milwaukee Bucks, helping that team win its only
NBA championship so far. After being traded to the Los Angeles Lakers, he helped that team
win five championships. Since retiring, he has written best-selling books, produced
Emmy-nominated films, and traveled around the world to promote education. The NBA recently
announced a new annual award that will go to a player who works on behalf of social justice and
tolerance. This award will bear his name.

Who am I? (Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.)



Renewed Violence in the Middle East
Recent weeks have seen a dramatic rise in violence in Palestine and Israel. This newest

flare up grew out of recent events. One was an expected Israeli Supreme Court ruling that would
approve the expulsion of four Palestinian families from their homes in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood of East Jerusalem. People in East Jerusalem and other Palestinian areas began
protesting the proposed evictions as well as other Israeli restrictions on Palestinians about a
month ago.

These protests increased after Israeli troops attacked protesters at the Al-Aqsa mosque in
Jerusalem’s Old Town. This mosque is one of the most sacred places in the Muslim world. Israeli
soldiers fired rubber bullets, stun grenades, and tear gas inside Al-Aqsa on the last Friday of the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan.

In response to the Al-Aqsa raid, the group that controls Gaza launched rockets into Israel.
Do you know the name of this group? (Hamas.) Although Israel used its sophisticated “Iron
Dome” defense system to block or shoot down most of these rockets, about 12 Israelis have been
killed by Hamas rockets that got through. The picture of the burned-out bus and car below shows
the result of one such attack.

Israeli Defense Forces struck back with a devastating bombing campaign in Gaza. These
bombs were supposed to target Hamas locations and destroy the group’s ability to fire rockets.
But bombs also hit many civilian targets, including homes, apartment buildings, hospitals, and
schools. One airstrike destroyed the Al Jalaa tower, which housed media organizations such as
the Associated Press. As of May 19th, this bombing campaign had killed more than 217 people,
including 63 children, injured more than 1,500 others, and destroyed 94 buildings.



Jerusalem hasn’t always been a flashpoint for conflict. It has long been an international
city, with people of different religions working and living alongside each other. Here, you see a
map of the city’s “Old Quarter,” which contains several holy places for Jews, Muslims, and
Christians. After World War Two, the United Nations wanted to find a permanent homeland for
Jewish people. Why? (To provide a safe haven for Jewish refugees of the Holocaust.) They chose
historic Palestine for this purpose.

Tens of thousands of Jews had already been settling in Palestine since the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. By 1947, about 650,000 Jews and 1 million Palestinian Arabs lived in this
area. The U.N. plan gave about 55 percent of the land to a Jewish state and 45 percent of the land
to a Palestinian state, with Jerusalem divided more or less down the middle. Most Jews accepted
the plan, but most Palestinians rejected it.

As soon as Israel officially became a nation in 1948, the surrounding Arab countries
attacked it. But Israel defeated the Arab armies. This became Israel Independence Day, and it
was cause for great celebration for Israelis. But the same period became known as Al Nakba, or
“the catastrophe,” among Palestinians. Almost a million Palestinians who lived in the newly
named Israeli areas were forced to flee their homes. Some of these refugees fled Israel altogether,
while many went to other Palestinian areas like the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Many of these
refugees left their homes and belongings, expecting that they would be able to return eventually.

The photo below shows some Palestinians leaving during the Nakba. What do you think
it would be like to leave your home and everything you own behind? But most of these refugees
have never been allowed to return. Instead, Israelis took over many parts of the former Palestine,
claiming the houses — and their possessions — for their own.



In 1967, Israel fought Jordan and other Arab nations in the Six-Day War. After winning
this war, Israel began its occupation of all Palestinian areas, including East Jerusalem, the Gaza
Strip, and the West Bank. Soon, Israel began encouraging Jews to build “settlements,” or houses
and towns, in the Palestinian areas, annexing more and more land for Israel. Here, you can
compare the original U.N. plan for the region with the present-day situation. What do you see in
the two maps shown here? (That Palestine is a fraction of what it was in 1947.)

In 2005, Israel removed its settlements from Gaza. The next year, however, Israel set up a
blockade around Gaza that persists to this day. People in Gaza live in difficult conditions: 95
percent of the water is undrinkable, they only have four hours of electricity every day, and nearly
half the adult population is out of work. Even if they wanted to flee the most recent bombings,
they are not allowed to leave. The Israeli rights group B’Tselem has labeled the current bombing
campaign there a “war crime.” Nearly 2 million Palestinians live in Israel itself, and have
citizenship rights. But the 4.7 million Palestinians living in the Occupied Territories cannot vote
in Israeli elections and have few rights compared to Israelis. Earlier this year, B’Tselem called
Israel “an apartheid regime.” What is apartheid? (The former South African system that gave
white people full rights and Black people almost none at all.)

The U.S. government has long been Israel’s most important supporter. President Biden
recently said that Israel has the “right to defend itself.” The U.N. has called for a ceasefire, but as
of last week, Israeli President Netanyahu said he was not ready to stop the bombing of Gaza. But
public opinion around the country, and the world, seems to be changing, and Biden is under a lot
of pressure to be “tougher” on Israel.

























NASA’s Ingenuity helicopter explores surface of Mars
In February 2021, the NASA Perseverance rover landed on Mars. But the Perseverance

rover was only one of the tools NASA sent to the red planet. Included with the rover was a small
solar helicopter known as the Ingenuity. Ingenuity means the quality of being clever, inventive,
and original.

While the rover has been on Mars for several months, the Ingenuity only took flight for
the first time in April. This was the first controlled flight by an aircraft on a planet other than
Earth. The first take-off area where the helicopter launched from was named Wright Brothers
Field as a tribute to the Wright Brothers.

Below you see an image of the helicopter in flight on Mars taken by cameras on the
Perseverance rover. But flying a remote-controlled helicopter on Mars is much more complicated
than doing so on Earth. The atmosphere of Mars is 1/100th as dense as that of Earth’s, which
makes take-off much more difficult. As a result, the Ingenuity’s rotors must spin five times faster
to achieve flight on Mars than they would need to on Earth. Below, you see a diagram that shows
the different parts that make up the Ingenuity. What special components allow the helicopter to
fly on Mars?

As of early May, the Ingenuity has completed five flights. The goal of the initial flights
was to demonstrate that the helicopter could fly safely. Now that those flights are complete,
NASA will use the Ingenuity to map the surface of Mars. NASA has made images, video, and
audio recordings taken by the Ingenuity available to the public online.



New U.K. Bill Recognizes Animals as Sentient Beings
The United Kingdom, or U.K., recently introduced a bill that will recognize vertebrate

animals as sentient beings. What does vertebrate mean? (Having a backbone.) What does
sentient mean? (Able to experience feelings such as pain or joy.)

The bill is a part of the U.K.’s Action Plan for Animal Welfare. This is a plan to help
change how animals are treated in the U.K. and in other countries. But the U.K. isn’t the first
country to recognize animals as sentient. Several other countries including France, the
Netherlands, Sweden, and Tanzania have all passed similar laws. Government officials say the
new bill is a major step forward in making sure animals are treated humanely. The bill will also
create the Animal Sentience Committee, which will help guide lawmakers on decisions related to
animal welfare.

The bill is seen as a major win for animal rights activists, who have campaigned for years
to have animals recognized as sentient beings. The debate around animal sentience has been
going on for a long time, but in recent years, more scientific evidence has been discovered to
support it. In 2012, a group of Neuroscientists in the U.K. signed the Cambridge Declaration of
Consciousness. This was a statement declaring that, based on scientific research, non-human
animals are sentient beings. These neuroscientists also said that grey parrots, like the one shown
here, have near human-like levels of consciousness.



The Animal Sentience Bill is only one part of the U.K.’s broad Animal Welfare Action
Plan. This plan includes several other laws and policies that will affect how animals across the
country are treated by humans. Some of those laws and policies are listed below. Some of the
new laws will focus on making the lives of pets better. The new laws will crack down on puppies
smuggled into the U.K. from other countries. It will also make microchipping cats mandatory.
E-collars that shock pets for training purposes will be banned and keeping primates as pets will
be made illegal. The U.K. intends to help animals in other countries by banning imported hunting
trophies of endangered animals, and by banning the sale of ivory.

The government is currently debating banning foie gras, which is made from the liver of
geese or ducks that are force-fed several times a day. Many animal experts believe the process of
making foie gras is cruel and a number of places have banned it already.

Additionally, the import and export of shark fins of certain shark species will be banned.
Killing sharks for their fins, which are used in shark fin soup, is a cruel practice and has greatly
decreased shark populations. The bill will also create changes in the way that farm animals are
raised. Officials plan to examine the use of certain cages used to house livestock animals to
determine if they are inhumane. Several measures in the plan also attempt to improve how
slaughterhouses function to limit animal suffering.



“Amazing Amy” Bockerstette becomes first person with Down syndrome to play in college
golf tournament

The young woman shown below is 23-year-old golfer Amy Bockerstette. Amy recently
made history. On May 10th, she competed in a National Junior College Athletic Association, or
NJCAA, golf tournament in Ormond Beach, Florida. This made her the first person with Down
syndrome to compete in a national collegiate athletic championship on any level.

Down syndrome is a genetic condition that occurs when a child is born with an extra
chromosome. This can cause medical issues as well as physical and mental disabilities. Why do
you think her participation in a college athletic championship was such an important
accomplishment?

This is the second time Amy, a sophomore at Paradise Valley Community College in
Phoenix Arizona, has made history. When she decided to attend Paradise Valley, she became the
first person with Down syndrome to receive a college athletic scholarship. Because of her many
accomplishments, Amy has earned the nickname “Amazing Amy.” But the tournament in Florida
isn’t the first time Amy has been in the spotlight. A clip of her golfing with PGA pro Gary
Woodland went viral in 2019 after she made par on the 16th hole at TPC Scottsdale. In the clip,
Amy can be heard saying “I got this” before sinking a 15-foot putt. Since then, Amy and her
family created the “I Got This Foundation,” an organization that provides instruction and
assistance for golfers and other athletes with disabilities. In addition to being a fantastic golfer,
Amy has also given speeches and worked with charities, all to help promote inclusion in sports
for people with disabilities. In December of 2020, she was appointed to President Biden’s
Council on Sports, Fitness, and nutrition.





Roshan the “Book Camel” delivers books to children in Pakistan
The animal shown here is Roshan the camel. What do you notice about what Roshan is

wearing? (He’s wearing a saddle that holds books.) Camels are known for their humped backs.
They belong to a family of animals known as even-toed ungulates. Ungulates are mammals with
hooves. Other ungulates include cows, pigs, sheep, deer, giraffes, horses, etc.

Roshan’s owner is a Pakistani woman named Raheema Jalal. Recently, Jalal started the
Camel Library project with her sister. The two take Roshan and his books to different villages,
giving children a much-needed opportunity to read books they wouldn’t normally have access to.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, many schools in Pakistan closed last March. Around 50
million students around the country were encouraged to continue their studies from home. But in
many rural areas, internet access is extremely limited. So, Jalal and her sister created the Camel
Library project to get books to children in remote villages. Based on the map, where does the
camel deliver books? (In Pakistan’s Balochistan province.)

Today, Roshan brings books to children in four different villages in the Kech district,
staying for about two hours several times a week. When Roshan arrives, children crowd around
the camel shouting with excitement. Balochistan is the poorest province in Pakistan. The female
literacy rate there is just 24 percent, which is one of the lowest in the world. The founders of the
project say they chose a camel to transport the books because the animals are well-suited to
travel in harsh, desert-like terrain, and can carry heavy loads. Jalal and her sister say they’ve
been overwhelmed by the positive response to the project. Other areas in Pakistan are now
looking to create their own traveling camel library projects.



There are two main types of camels, the Bactrian camel, and the Dromedary camel.
Looking at the photos, what is the major difference between the two? (Dromedary camels have a
single hump, while Bactrian camels have two.)

The camel’s large humps give them their unique look, but they also serve an important
purpose. People sometimes mistakenly believe camels store water in their humps. But the humps
are actually used to store fatty tissue. This fat is used as nourishment when food is scarce. As of
2010, there were around 14 million camels living around the world, 90 percent of which are
dromedary camels. Camels live mainly in Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East. Because
camels have spent most of their history in harsh, desert climates, they have developed many
adaptations to these environments. Camels can withstand changes in body temperature and water
consumption that would kill most other mammals. Dromedary camels can drink as little as once
every ten days even in extremely hot environments. When they do get access to water, they can
drink 26 gallons in ten minutes! Camels also have three eyelids to help keep dust and sand out of
their eyes during sandstorms.)

In addition, camels have special nostrils which can close to keep out sand. They can also
trap water vapor in their nostrils when exhaling as a way to conserve water. Camels are known as
working animals. Like horses, camels have been used for thousands of years to carry people and
things across great distances. In many parts of the world, people still depend on camels for
survival. And while they may move slowly most of the time, camels are actually great runners
and can reach speeds of up to 40 miles per hour!



Country of the Week: Taiwan
Taiwan is an island country in southwestern Asia. It is near China and the Philippines,

and it sits in the Pacific Ocean. About 23.5 million people live in Taiwan. The eastern side of the
country is mountainous while the western side, where about 90 percent of the population lives, is
flat. Forests in the eastern mountains are largely untouched, and they are home to more than 200
species of animals that cannot be found anywhere else on Earth. One of these species is the
Taiwan serow. The Taiwan serow is a bovid. A bovid is a mammal with horns and cloven
hooves, which includes cows, bison, sheep, and goats. The Taiwan serow is listed as a protected
species by the government of Taiwan, and some Taiwan serow live in the country’s national
parks.

The capital of Taiwan is Taipei. Taipei has a population of more than 2 million. It is a
highly developed city with many modern buildings and skyscrapers, including one of the tallest
buildings in the world, called Taipei 101. Taipei lies entirely inside of the city of New Taipei.
New Taipei, which is a large area surrounding the capital, is considered the biggest city in the
country, with a population of more than 4 million people. Taipei is still considered the economic
center of the country, however, and most of Taiwan’s largest banks and businesses are there.
Despite Taiwan’s small size, it has one of the largest economies in Asia. Taiwan has many
private businesses that generate a lot of wealth. The government is also important to the
economy, as its many social services and jobs programs keep Taiwan’s poverty rate very low.
This is called a mixed economy.

Taiwan is one of the world’s largest producers of advanced electronic equipment such as
semiconductors and microchips. The president of Taiwan is Tsai Ing-wen—SAI ING-when. Tsai
has been in office since 2016.



Members of Taiwan’s indigenous communities have lived on the island for at least 6,000
years. The “Amis people make up the largest indigenous group in Taiwan today, with a
population of around 200,000.

Han Chinese people started to settle in Taiwan beginning in the 13th century, and several
European countries tried to colonize the island in the early 1600s. In 1683, however, Taiwan was
annexed by the Chinese Qing Empire. Taiwan remained a part of this empire until it was given to
the Japanese Empire in 1895. After the Japanese Empire fell in 1945, Taiwan became a part of
China, which was embroiled in a civil war between Communist and Nationalist armies.

In 1949, the Communist forces won the war and gained control of mainland China, and in
1950, many Nationalists fled and set up a rival government in Taiwan. One of these nationalists
was Chiang Kai-shek—SHANG KAI-sheck.

Chiang was the leader of the Nationalists, and after fleeing to Taiwan he was named the
first president of this new government. He remained in power until his death in 1975. Taiwan’s
official name is the Republic of China, and its government still believes that it has legitimate
authority over all of China. For its part China, or the People’s Republic of China, believes that it
controls Taiwan. This dispute has led to a strained relationship between the two countries, and as
a result, Taiwan is not currently recognized by the United Nations. Some elements of Taiwanese
culture have spread around the world. One of the most famous cultural exports from Taiwan is
bubble tea, also known as boba, which was invented in the country in the 1980s. Bubble tea is a
kind of iced tea to which tapioca balls are added.



This Week in History
One of the world’s greatest feats of engineering turns 138 years old this week. The

Brooklyn Bridge connects Brooklyn and Manhattan. Before it was built, there was no land
connection between these two parts of New York City.

But this bridge, which took 14 years to build, changed New York forever. The Brooklyn
Bridge was an incredibly dangerous project. It was designed in 1852 by a German immigrant
named John Augustus Roebling. But, Roebling died in an accident before main construction
began. His son, Washington Roebling, took over the project. The bridge required workers to sink
posts deep under the East River. As a result, many workers got sick with the disorder we know as
“the bends.” The bends occur when, due to underwater pressure, bubbles form in the blood and
make people sick. After construction started in 1869, Washington Roebling also developed “the
bends” and had to stay in bed. His wife, Emily Warren Roebling, taught herself the mathematics
and physics of bridge building, and supervised the rest of the construction.

When the Brooklyn Bridge was built, it was the longest suspension bridge in the world —
it was 50 percent longer than any other similar bridge. At left, you see workers wrapping the
steel cables holding up the center section of the bridge.

On May 24th, 1883, the bridge was opened. This was a very big event, and many famous
people wanted to be part of it, including former president Ulysses S. Grant. But the first person
to actually cross the bridge was Emily Warren Roebling. The Brooklyn Bridge made it possible
for New York to become a truly connected city for the first time













Remembering When
When you think about the greatest actors in U.S. history, you might not include the name

“Norman Lloyd.” Do you recognize his name? Lloyd, who recently passed away in his sleep at
the age of 106, wasn’t flashy, and he didn’t get a lot of lead roles. But during his more than
80-year-long career, he worked with everyone from Orson Welles and Alfred Hitchcock to
Denzel Washington, Amy Schumer, and Robin Williams. Norman Perlmutter was born in 1914
in Jersey City, New Jersey, but his family soon moved to Brooklyn.

Encouraged by his mother, a homemaker who often sang at local functions, Norman had
become a professional vaudeville entertainer by the age of nine. He graduated from high school
at 15 and briefly attended New York University.

The young college dropout had no problems getting work, even during the Great
Depression. He was quickly swept up into several different theater groups and made his
Broadway debut at the age of 20. He was invited to join the Federal Theatre Project, and then
joined Orson Welles and John Houseman in their brand new Mercury Theatre program. Lloyd
won tremendous reviews in several Mercury plays, but passed up the chance to take part in
Welles’ first film as a director. What movie was this? (“Citizen Kane.”) He once wrote, “I have
always regretted it.”



In 1943, Norman Lloyd went back to Hollywood to work for another famous director,
Alfred Hitchcock. He played Frank Fry, the villain of Hitchcock’s movie “Saboteur.” His
association with Hitchcock continued in both movies and TV. Lloyd spent much of the 1960s
directing episodes for “Alfred Hitchcock Presents.” He continued to direct TV shows throughout
the 1970s, while taking odd acting roles to fill in any gaps in his schedule. This changed in 1982,
when he won a key TV role as Dr. Daniel Auschlander in “St. Elsewhere.”

His character was a crusty but goodhearted surgeon serving as a mentor for younger
doctors played by actors such as Denzel Washington, Howie Mandel, and Ed Begley, Jr. Lloyd’s
work in this series led to many more TV and film roles in the years to come; in one of these, he
was the school headmaster clashing with Robin Williams’ free-spirited teacher in “Dead Poets
Society.” Lloyd remained a proud member of the Screen Actors Guild union his entire career.
The picture here shows him being celebrated as the union’s oldest working actor — at age 104!

But his last film appearance came when he was 101 in Judd Apatow’s comedy film
“Trainwreck.” That was also the year he had to give up his twice-weekly game of tennis, which
he had played all of his life, often against such film legends as Charles Chaplin and Spencer
Tracy. Can you imagine what these games must have been like? Lloyd was married to actress
and director Peggy Craven for 65 years until she died in 2011 at the age of 98; they had two
children together.

Their daughter, Josie Lloyd was also an actress, who played several roles on “The Andy
Griffith Show.” She died last year at the age of 80. Lloyd attributed his long life to a healthy
lifestyle and a good attitude. He said: “You must be active, you must be positive, even if things
don’t go the way you want them to.”
















