
 



Man in the News 
Since May 2014, he has served as the prime minister of India — the world’s largest 

democracy and the second most populated nation in the world. Born in the town of Vadnagar, he 
became involved in pro-Hindu causes as a young man. In 1985, he joined the right-wing BJP 
party, helping other candidates get elected to parliament before becoming the chief minister, or 
governor, of the state of Gujarat. This high-profile position helped me become the leader of the 
BJP. Some have criticized my pro-Hindu politics as anti-Muslim, but he easily won re-election 
last year. 

The Indian government usually buys goods directly from farmers as a way of keeping the 
prices high. His government wants to change these rules, making farmers sell directly to 
businesses. On November 26th, 250 million farmers and other workers led a general strike to 
protest this change. The strike, organized by 10 trade unions, was the biggest in world history. 
Who is he? 

(Narendra Modi) 
  



 

  



Supreme Court hears forced labor case against U.S. corporations 
In December, the Supreme Court began hearing a case brought by six former child slaves 

against two U.S. corporations. The case alleges that Cargill and Nestle bought cocoa beans from 
farms in Africa they knew used slave labor. The six plaintiffs say they were trafficked from their 
home country of Mali as children and forced to work on cocoa farms in the Ivory Coast without 
pay. The men say they were made to work long hours, given little food, and beaten if they didn’t 
work hard enough. Did you know slave labor still exists?  

Unfortunately, many cocoa farms in Africa rely on forced or child labor to keep their 
costs low and meet demand. Recent estimates show that nearly 1.6 million children in Ghana and 
the Ivory Coast are currently working on cocoa farms. Most of the children working on these 
farms are between 12 and 16 years old. These farms have supplied cocoa to many of the world’s 
biggest chocolate suppliers, including Nestle, Hershey’s, and Mars. Years ago, these companies 
committed to using 100 percent ethically sourced chocolate, but the problem continues. 
Consumers can find brands that certify their chocolate is fair trade, and this information is on the 
label. 

Experts believe the Supreme Court is likely to throw out the case against Nestle and 
Cargill. Similar cases have been brought against U.S. corporations in the past and have not 
succeeded.  

 



While slavery has been made illegal in every country in the world, the problem of forced 
labor still persists today. Estimates show that nearly 40 million people are victims of modern-day 
slavery. Of these, one in four is a child, and about 71 percent are women. Looking at the map, 
where is the use of modern-day slaves most common? (Africa and Asia.)  

Modern-day slavery still exists because it allows companies and countries to produce 
goods at a very low cost, which they can sell at a greater profit. The most common form of 
modern-day slavery is forced labor. Forced labor is any work or service someone is forced to do 
under the threat of punishment. Forced labor is most common in impoverished countries with 
weak labor laws. Laborers in countries around the world are forced to work in many different 
industries including agriculture, mining, and manufacturing. The products made by these 
laborers are often exported to other countries and large corporations, including those in the U.S. 
In 2020, activists released a report linking some of the world’s largest clothing manufacturers to 
the use of forced labor in China. Amazon, Nike, and the Gap were among 38 companies named. 
These companies rely on cotton picked in a part of China that has been known to use forced 
labor. Congress is currently deliberating a bill that would limit access to products created 
through the use of forced labor in China. 

 
Since 1986, the United Nations has recognized December 2nd as the International Day to 

End Modern Slavery. The U.N. uses this day to promote awareness of modern-day slavery and to 



advocate for its elimination. The quote below is from Article 4 of the U.N.’s Declaration of 
Human Rights, which was written shortly after World War Two. This document was written to 
enshrine the rights and freedoms of every human being in the world. Today, the U.N. is one of 
the many organizations working to end modern-day slavery. Human rights advocacy groups like 
Amnesty International and other nonprofits are working with policymakers to end modern-day 
slavery. But solving the problem also requires the help of governments and corporations.  

In the last 10 years, the U.K., France, and Australia have all passed legislation to fight 
modern-day slavery by holding corporations responsible for where they get supplies. In France, 
corporations found to source materials from areas using slave labor can face fines up to 10 
million Euros.  

And while laws governing private companies do help, they still don’t address the root 
cause of the issue: poverty. Around the world, an estimated 765 million people live in extreme 
poverty. People in poverty are more likely to accept risky jobs and opportunities that can lead to 
forced labor. Experts believe that efforts to eliminate poverty could help end modern slavery. 

 



Former Astronaut Mark Kelly sworn into Senate 
The photo here shows Mark Kelly being sworn into the U.S. Senate on December 2nd by 

Vice President Mike Pence. What is Mark Kelly best known for? (His time as a NASA 
astronaut.) In November, Kelly defeated Republican Senator Martha McSally in a special 
election in Arizona. A special election is an election held to fill the seat of an officeholder who 
has died, retired, or been impeached. McSally was appointed by Arizona’s governor to fill the 
Senate seat of another well-known Arizonan who died in 2018, Former Senator John McCain. 
McSally filled the seat until a special election could be held. Kelly’s victory in Arizona was seen 
as a major win for Democrats, who have been the minority party in the Senate since the 2014 
mid-term elections.  

The Senate majority party for the next session of Congress won’t be determined until a 
runoff election is held in Georgia on January 5th. Mark Kelly is married to former U.S. 
representative Gabby Giffords, shown here. Giffords resigned from her position after being shot 
while meeting with constituents. She survived the attack and has since become an advocate for 
stricter gun control laws. After the attack, Giffords and Kelly created an advocacy group called 
Americans for Responsible Solutions, which aims to help pass better gun control policy in the 
U.S. 

 



Mark Kelly isn’t the first former astronaut to enter the world of politics. He’s the 4th 
astronaut to become a member of Congress. The first was John Glenn, who was elected to the 
U.S. Senate in 1974. Glenn represented the state of Ohio as a Democrat for four terms. What was 
Glenn’s major contribution to the history of spaceflight? (In 1962, he became the first American 
to orbit the Earth.)  

Before joining NASA, Mark Kelly served as a navy pilot during Operation Desert Storm. 
He flew in 39 different combat missions. Then in 1996, Kelly, along with his identical twin 
brother Scott, shown below, joined the NASA Astronaut Corps. With NASA, Mark Kelly flew 
on four missions to the International Space Station, or ISS. He was a shuttle pilot on the first two 
missions and served as mission commander on the second two.  

How do you think his time at NASA prepared Kelly for a life in politics? In 2015, Mark 
and his brother Scott made an important contribution to the study of spaceflight and its effects on 
the human body. Between March of 2015 and March of 2016, Scott Kelly spent 340 days in 
space, while his brother Mark remained on Earth. Because the Kelly brothers are identical twins, 
they share the same genetic makeup. Space is a harsh environment and low gravity and radiation 
can have major impacts on the body. NASA was able to study the effects of spaceflight on Scott 
and compare these results to his brother. The agency used this data to help make spaceflight safer 
for future astronauts.  

 



This Week in History 
The Native American woman shown below is called Sacagawea — sack-ah-GAH-weeah. 

Her name has also been pronounced many other ways, including sack-ah-jahWEE-ah.  
When she was just 15 years old, she and her husband helped two strangers explore the 

West. Do you know who the two strangers were? (Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.) 
Without Sacagawea helping Lewis and Clark, many of their notes would have been lost, and 
their mission would have failed miserably. Let’s learn more about this brave woman, who died 
this week in 1812.  

We do not know much about Sacagawea’s early life. As far as we can tell, she was born 
near the Lemhi Pass, located between present-day Idaho and Montana, somewhere around the 
year 1788. She was originally a member of the Shoshone people. When she was about 12 years 
old, a group from the Hidatsa tribe raided her village. The Hidatsa took her and several other 
girls back to their village, located in what we now call North Dakota. At the age of 13, 
Sacagawea married a FrenchCanadian trader named Toussaint Charbonneau — too-SAWNT 
SHAR-bohnnoh. Charbonneau, who was living in the village at this time, already had another 
Native wife. No one is sure whether or not either of these young women consented to their 
marriages to Charbonneau.  

In the fall of 1804, Lewis and Clark arrived at the Hidatsa village. They were exploring 
the West on special assignment. President Thomas Jefferson had recently bought a huge portion 
of North America from the French for $15 million. This purchase was called the Louisiana 
Purchase. Jefferson sent a group called the Corps of Discovery to explore this new land. The 
group was led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. But Lewis and Clark needed help to 
explore the area. They had no idea how to get anywhere, and did not speak any of the Native 
American languages in this area. They needed an interpreter, so they hired Charbonneau — 
mostly because of his wife Sacagawea. And Sacagawea wanted to go along, even though she was 
only 15 years old and six months pregnant. She wanted to come because they knew they needed 
someone who could speak Shoshone, as they would be passing through that territory.  

Sacagawea and her husband soon moved into the expedition’s fort, and Sacagawea’s son 
Jean Baptiste was born in February 1805. The party left two months later in April, with 
Sacagawea carrying Jean Baptiste on her back. The journey of the Corps of Discovery took two 
years and was a difficult one. But it would have been much harder without Sacagawea. She knew 
trails and passages that helped Lewis and Clark save valuable time. At one point, she leaped into 
dangerous water to save the party’s notes.  

Her knowledge of Shoshone helped the Corps of Discovery get through the Lemhi Pass, 
where she was reunited with her tribe, then led by her brother. And having a woman in their 
party helped other tribes understand that Lewis and Clark were peaceful. Why? (No Native 
American war party at that time would include a woman.)  

Over the course of their two-year journey through the West, William Clark grew 
especially close to Sacagawea and her son. He knew that without the woman he nicknamed 
“Janey,” the group might never have made it to the Pacific Ocean, or found their way back in 



1806. In 1809, Clark persuaded Charbonneau and Sacagawea to move to St. Louis, Missouri, 
where they enrolled Jean Baptiste in school. They also had another child, a daughter named 
Lizette. Two years later, however, Sacagawea became very ill. The couple moved back to North 
Dakota so she could live among the Hidatsa and recover. Sadly, she died there on December 
22nd, 1812, at the age of 24. William Clark showed his respect for her by adopting her children.  

To honor this brave and exceptional woman, the U.S. government issued a one-dollar 
coin with Sacagawea’s face on it starting in the year 2000 

 



Remember When…  
Many beloved movies have been set during Christmastime. One of the greatest traditions 

at this time of year is getting together with loved ones to watch holiday movies together. Did 
your family do this? This tradition might be even more important this year. With many movie 
theaters closed due to COVID19, people are finding a lot of comfort watching Christmas-themed 
films at home on TV. And while there many, many new ones set during this time of year, 
nothing can compare with some of the classic Christmas movies of the past.  

When we talk about beloved holiday classics, the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” may be 
first on the list. What do you remember about this movie? This film starred James Stewart as an 
average family man living in Bedford Falls, New York. The character he plays is named George 
Bailey. George is a nice guy who, as a young man, dreamed of getting away from Bedford Falls 
to experience the world. But this never happens. Instead, he stays, taking over his family’s 
savings and loan to help the town. He gets married to a local girl named Mary Hatch, has four 
children, and seems to have a wonderful life. But things take a dark turn when George’s uncle 
accidentally loses a big deposit for the savings and loan, and George faces prison time. George 
feels like a failure and thinks about killing himself. What happens next? (He is visited by an 
angel named Clarence, who shows him that life in Bedford Falls would be much worse without 
him.) After realizing that his life has been important, he returns to his family — only to learn that 
everyone in town has donated money to keep the bank afloat and help him avoid prison.  

Many people don’t realize that “It’s a Wonderful Life” did not do very well when it was 
first released in 1946. Back then, many people thought it was sappy and overly romantic. The 
movie’s copyright accidentally expired, meaning that TV stations did not have to pay money in 
order to show it every year. This accident meant that millions of people grew to love the story 
and the characters over the years. Now, many consider it the greatest holiday movie of all time. 
Would you agree? Why or why not?  

Another classic film set during this time of year was “Miracle on 34th Street.” This 1947 
movie hinges on the important question, “Is Santa Claus real?” Edmund Glenn won an Academy 
Award for his role as Kris Kringle, who plays Santa Claus at Macy’s department store in New 
York City. A very young Natalie Wood portrays Susan, a young girl who becomes convinced 
that Kris is the REAL Santa Claus. There are many twists and turns to this story, but everything 
ends up in a courtroom. Do you remember how the case against Kris Kringle comes out? (Mail 
carriers bring in thousands of letters to Santa Claus proving he is real, and the judge dismisses 
the case.)  

No discussion of Christmas movies can take place without mentioning Bing Crosby, who 
starred in two of the most popular Yuletide films of all time. The first of these was 1942’s 
“Holiday Inn,” where Crosby played part of a show business team. What famous dancer and 
actor starred in this with him? (Fred Astaire.) This movie introduced the world to the Irving 
Berlin song “White Christmas.” Twelve years later, Crosby and Berlin got together again for 
another holiday-themed musical, this one actually titled “White Christmas.” Do you remember 
both of these movies? Do you associate Bing Crosby’s voice with the holidays?  



Since then, there have been a number of other films that have risen to the level of holiday 
classic. These include such favorites as “A Christmas Story,” set in Indiana in the 1950s, and 
“Elf,” starring Will Ferrell as the world’s largest helper of Santa. But the ones that came out 
when we were young will always be our favorites. 

 



Justices Nix Election Challenge by Texas 
It was the second time this week the court refused Republican efforts to block 

Biden's victory; it rejected an appeal by Pennsylvania's Republicans on tuesday. None of 
the three justices president Trump named to the court indicated an interest in hearing 
either case. 
 

Kevin McCarthy, a republican from Bakersfield and three other californian 
representatives Ken Calvert of Corona, and Doug LaMalfa were among the 126 House 
Republicans who signed a brief to the court supporting the Texas lawsuit. 
 

 
  



How the Voting Will Work When the Electors Gather 
The members of the Electoral College will gather in their respective states on Monday to 

cast their official ballots for president. Ordinarily, the process is little more than a formal duty to 
rubber-stamp the results of the November election. 

Not this year. 
For Weeks President Trump and his allies have pressured epublican officials to ignore the 

popular vote in close-fought states won by President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr. and appoint their 
own elector who would favor Mr.Trump. They have also asked courts to hand victory to the 
president in states he lost. 

But judges and Republican state lawmakers have shown little appetite for subverting the 
democratic process, and the electors have remained. As they vote on Monday, Mr.Trump is 
essentially guaranteed to end the day as he began it: a one-term president. 

Here’s more on how the voting will work, and on the next steps in the process: 
 
Can I watch the Electoral College vote? 

Yes - most states offer live-streams to watch the proceedings including crucial battlegrounds 
won by Mr.Biden. 

The electors don’t meet in one place or at one time; some start at 10 a.m. Eastern, and 
most vote in the afternoon. California, the crucial state for Mr.Biden to achieve 270 Electoral 
College votes, meets at 5 p.m. Eastern. 

Electors for each state and the District of Columbia meet at a location chosen by the state 
legislature, most often the state’s capitol. The Delaware electors are meeting in a gym. Nevada is 
the only state holding its meeting virtually. 

 
How does the voting work? 

The electors cast their ballots for president and vice president via paper ballot. Thirty-three states 
and the District of Columbia legally require their electors to choose whoever won the state’s 
popular vote, so there should be no surprises there. The other 17 states don’t “bind” their 
electors, meaning they can vote for whomever they choose. 

The electors were chosen by state parties (if Mr.Biden won a state, for example, the 
Democrats’ slate of electors cast the votes). Typically electors are political activists, officials, 
donors, and people with close relationships to the candidates - meaning they are very likely to 
vote for the candidate they pledged to support. In 2016, seven electors lodged protest votes for 
someone other than their party’s candidate. But the likelihood of “faithless electors” switching 
sides and handing the election to Mr.Trump is essentially zero. 

After the electors cast their ballots, the votes are counted and the electors sign certificates 
showing the results. These are paired with certificates from the governor’s office showing the 
state’s vote totals. The certificates are sent to Vice President Mike Pence, in his capacity as 
president of the Senate; the Office of the Federal Register; the secretary of state of the respective 
state; and the chief judge of the Federal District Court where electors meet.  



What happens next? 
Congress officially counts the votes in a joint session held in the House chamber on Jan. 6, with 
Mr.Pence presiding. Mr.Pence opens the certificates - in alphabetical order by state - and 
presents them to four “tellers,” two from the House and two from the Senate, who count the 
votes. When Mr. Biden reaches a majority with 270 votes, Mr. Pence announces the result. 

The proceeding is strictly prescribed by federal law, down to where various politicians sit 
in the chamber. (Mr.Pence gets the speaker’s chair, Speaker Nancy Pelosi sits to his left, and the 
“tellers” sit at the clerks’ desks.) 
 

The session cannot be ended until the count is complete and the result publicly declared. 
At this point, the election is officially decided. The only remaining task is the inauguration on 
Jan. 20. 
 

Which Congress runs the process? 
Since the new members will be sworn in on Jan. 3, the next Congress will conduct this joint 
session. Democrats will hold control of the House. And Republicans will control the Senate, 
regardless of the results of the Georgia runoff elections on Jan. 5, because Mr.Pence will still be 
in office to act as the tie breaking vote if the chamber is split 50 to 50. 
 

Can members of Congress block the results? 
There is no debate permitted during the counting of the electoral votes. But after the result is 
read, members of Congress get one opportunity to lodge their concerns. Any Objection to a 
state’s results must be made in writing and be signed by at least one senator and one member of 
the House.. The two chambers would then separate to debate the objection. Each member of 
Congress can speak only once - for five minutes - and after two hours the debate is cut off. Each 
body then votes on whether to reject the state’s results. 

Since the Electoral Count Act was passed in 1887, there have been just two instances of 
congressional objections, in 1969 and 2005. Neither passed either the House or Senate. 
 

What’s the likelihood of Congress changing the outcome? 
Stopping Mr.Biden from assuming office remains a long-shot strategy for Republicans. 

For an objection to stand, it must pass both houses of Congress by a simple majority. If 
the vote followed party lines, Republicans could not block Mr.Biden’s victory. 

Democrats control the House, so an objection would already be doomed there. In the 
Senate, Democrats would need to pick off only a couple of Republicans to side with them to vote 
down the objection. A number of Republican senators have declared Mr.Biden the 
president-elect. 

With some Trump allies already planning objections, the congressional session is likely 
to make for good political theater. But the process has little chance of changing the outcome of 
the election.  



The Electors have voted and Joe Biden is confirmed as the President Elect. 
 

None of the electors switched, so Biden maintained his 306 to 232 electoral votes. Trump 
still has threatened that people like Georgia Republicans will have “a bad day on January 5th.” 
 

Many people think we should do away with the electoral college because too often the 
popular vote winner has lost the election. Many think we should find a way to directly elect the 
president by a straight popular vote. There is one proposal put in by our state senator Jerry Hill 
that would say, when enough States vote for a certain candidate and they have reached the 270 
electoral vote then all of them would vote for that candidate, and the candidate would be elected 
by the popular vote. This is their attempt to get around making an amendment to the Constitution 
which is so difficult to get. Not to mention you have the problem of the small states not wanting 
a straight popular vote, because currently they have more of a say and who gets elected president 
under the current system.  



 





  



  



  



  



  



  





  




