Daly City Library & Recreation Services
Active Adult/Senior Services
presents

Current Events with Frank Damon
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and
History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4,
2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Current Events with Frank Damon
Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday
Join Zoom meeting with following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510
Passcode: 724368
Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science
and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the
course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High
School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and
Canada College.
If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please go to
www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu..

Man in the News
He currently serves as the Chair of the U.S. Federal Reserve, often called “The Fed.”
This is the central banking system of the U.S. His job is to help promote a healthy economy. One
of the important roles of the Fed is to set interest rates for bank lending.
He held several jobs in the U.S. Treasury Department under Presidents George H.W. Bush and
George W. Bush. Although he is a registered Republican, Barack Obama nominated him to the
Federal Reserve Board of Governors in 2011. Six years later, President Trump appointed him as
Fed Chairman; in this role, he earned high praise for steering the U.S. economy through the
pandemic crisis.
In a recent “60 Minutes” interview, he presented an optimistic view of the U.S. economy,
saying it was about to grow more quickly. At the same time, he warned that the biggest risk to
growth would be another massive COVID-19 breakout.

(Jerome Powell)

Prince Philip Dies at Age 99
Prince Philip, the royal consort of Queen Elizabeth II, recently passed away at the age of
99. Why wasn’t he called king? (There is a longstanding rule in the British royal family that a
man who is married to a reigning queen will only be referred to as a royal consort.) During their
73-year marriage, Philip offered the queen his counsel, support, and companionship.
Prince Philip was a member of both the Greek and Danish royal families. He was born on
the island of Corfu in 1921, but the military government of Greece forced his family into exile
just 18 months later. Why would the government do this? (To avoid any challenge to its
authority.) Philip grew up in France before relocating to the U.K., where he attended the British
Royal Naval College. When he was 18, he was asked to accompany the 13-year-old Princess
Elizabeth — his third cousin — on a tour of the college. Elizabeth, daughter of King George VI,
fell immediately in love with the tall and handsome Philip. They started to exchange letters,
which continued as he served bravely in World War Two. After the war was over, Prince Philip
and Princess Elizabeth became engaged. Their marriage in 1947 drew worldwide attention;
Philip was given several titles, including Duke of Edinburgh. Where is Edinburgh? (Scotland.)
In 1952, after the young couple had welcomed two children, King George VI died of lung
cancer at the age of 56. This made his oldest child, Elizabeth, the new ruling monarch of the
United Kingdom. You see Elizabeth here with Philip at her coronation in 1953.

When Prince Philip became the royal consort, he had no idea what the job entailed. How
do you interpret the quote below? Prince Philip helped Queen Elizabeth host official visits like
the one shown here at top left, with former U.S. President Kennedy and Jacqueline Kennedy.
Philip also played a big role in raising their children, two more of whom were born after
the coronation. Can you list their children in order of their birth? (Prince Charles, Princess Anne,
Prince Andrew, and Prince Edward.) Prince Philip made more than 22,000 official appearances
on behalf of the U.K., both with and without the queen. He also delivered nearly 5,000 speeches
in countries all over the world. Although he was often accused of inappropriate statements about
other cultures, many found him to be charming, intelligent, and relatable. Since the royal family
has little political power, Prince Philip had time for passions such as painting, competitive coach
driving, flying airplanes, hunting, and yachting. Prince Philip was an early conservationist. In
1963, Philip became one of the founders of the World Wildlife Fund. What does this organization
do? (It is devoted to protecting natural areas and endangered animals.) He also founded a
program designed to encourage youth achievement called the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
Prince Philip respected Queen Elizabeth’s power and position. But the queen knew that if she
asked his opinion about something, he would always give her an honest answer.

Some people have speculated that Queen Elizabeth II might step down after the loss of
her husband. Is this a sexist assumption? Why or why not? But the queen says she will never

abdicate the throne. After all, she has ruled the U.K. for more than 69 years, making her the
longest-serving British monarch. At the age of 94, she is also the world’s oldest head of state.
Who would succeed her on the throne? (Prince Charles, her oldest child, who has been heir
apparent since he was four years old.) Do you think Charles will ever become king?
Elizabeth was born a princess, but her father did not become King George VI until she
was ten years old. Princess Elizabeth helped inspire the British people as a teenager during
World War Two by serving the war effort. What do you think of the two pictures shown here at
left? What do they tell you about her personality? In early 1952, Elizabeth and Philip were
visiting Kenya when they were notified that her father had died…and that she was now the
Queen of the United Kingdom. During her time as queen, Elizabeth II has overseen many
changes in her country. The U.K. is no longer a global empire, as it was when she was young,
and it is currently breaking away from the European Union. She has also grieved the loss of
Prince Charles’ first wife. Who was that? (Princess Diana.) Today, she is dealing with the fallout
from Prince Harry’s move away from royal family duties.

Fagradalsfjall erupts for first time in 6,000 years
Iceland is an island nation in the North Atlantic Ocean. Its location often makes the
weather very cold. But Iceland is located over a geothermal plume, or “hot spot,” located deep
underground. What does “geothermal” mean? (Heat produced by underground gases.) This
plume led to the ancient volcanic eruptions that formed the island, as well as the country’s 30
active volcano systems and many hot springs. For this reason, Iceland is sometimes called “the
land of ice and fire.” Volcanologists recently recorded more than 50,000 earthquakes in the
southern part of Iceland, so they thought there might be a new eruption soon. On March 19th,
this eruption took place at a volcano called Fagradalsfjall — FAH-grah-tahlsFYAHT —, which
last erupted 6,000 years ago. Although Fagradalsfjall is located just 25 miles from the capital
Reykjavik, no one lives in the immediate area, a valley known as Geldingadalur. The eruption
was effusive, rather than explosive. What do you think this means? (Instead of blowing up, the
volcano simply opened up so lava could flow onto the ground.)
Experts say effusive eruptions in this area often continue for decades, or even centuries,
before stopping. Since the eruption, hundreds of Icelanders and people from other countries have
come to secure vantage points to watch the lava flow. Officials have had to crack down on
visitors getting too close; some have even tried to use the lava’s intense heat to cook hot dogs or
make coffee.

Volcanic activity often occurs where huge pieces of Earth’s crust, called plates, slide past
or under each other. They move a few inches a year, at most. It is this movement that causes
earthquakes and continental drift. The plates also play a role in forming volcanoes. From your
science reading and this diagram, can you explain how? (When plates collide, the edge of one
plate may be forced down into the layer below it, called the mantle. Heat from within Earth and
friction from the moving plates melt some of the plate material. This material, called magma,
expands and pushes to the surface where it can break through in a volcanic eruption.)
Magma doesn’t always find an easy crack in the crust to reach the surface. But at certain
places, pockets of magma collect just beneath the crust. As magma heats up, it expands. And as
it rises, it releases gases that add to the pressure. The gases in magma consist mainly of water
vapor, carbon dioxide, and sulfur dioxide. If the crust is thin enough, the magma may push
through to the surface in an eruption, where it is called lava. Explosive eruptions can destroy
land for miles around. Even effusive ones contribute to global warming. But volcanoes have
positive aspects as well. Cooling lava forms islands, and volcanic ash makes for some of the best
soil fertilizer in the world. And volcanologists think that Earth’s water supply and atmosphere —
and therefore all life — originated in the steam from ancient eruptions.

The true story of six boys stranded on an island for 15 months
The young men shown here grew up on the island nation of Tonga. Tonga is a Polynesian
country consisting of 169 islands in the Pacific Ocean, of which only 36 are inhabited. In 1965,
the six boys, all between the ages of 13 and 16, ran away from their boarding school. They stole
a small sailboat and set out for the island of Fiji. But on their first night at sea, a storm ripped the
sail and rudder off their boat and sent them drifting across the ocean without food or water. The
boys drifted for over a week.
What would you have done in their situation? On the eighth day, they spotted land, and
made it to shore on the uninhabited island of ʻAta. The boys found food and water, and
eventually, they were able to make fire. Working together, they created a shelter by building a hut
made from palm fronds. They even built a make-shift gym and badminton court. They ate raw
fish and bird’s eggs, and learned to store fresh water. Because of their ingenuity and ability to
cooperate, the boys were able to survive on the island for 15 months. Then, one day, the boys
spotted a fishing boat in the ocean. Seeing their opportunity for rescue, they all jumped into the
ocean and swam out to the boat. There they met Australian lobster fisherman Peter Warner, who
radioed authorities and shared the good news of the boys’ survival. Warner led the six boys back
to Tonga where they were reunited with their families.
Today, the boys, who are now old men, are still friends with Peter Warner.

In 2020, the story of the Tongan castaways was brought back into the spotlight when a
Dutch historian named Rutger Bregman wrote about them in his book “Humankind: A Hopeful
History.” In his book, Bregman wrote about the castaways’ story by comparing it to William
Golding’s famous novel “Lord of the Flies.” Have you read Lord of the Flies? What did you
think of it? “Lord of the Flies” tells the story of a group of British schoolboys who are stranded
on a deserted island. But in that novel, things devolve quickly into conflict and violence. “Lord
of the Flies is often considered an allegorical novel about the nature of human beings. What is an
allegory? (A narrative in which characters and events are used to deliver a broad message about
real-world issues.) Some readers believe the novel presents a pessimistic view of human nature,
as it demonstrates how people turn to tribalism over cooperation when faced with difficulties.
What is tribalism? (A strong feeling of loyalty to a specific group, or a type of “us versus them”
thinking.) But Bregman’s book uses the story of the Tongan castaways as a real-life example of
how people behave in challenging situations. The Tongan boys didn’t resort to tribalism, but
instead helped one another. What is Bregman saying in his quote below?
In his book, Bregman makes the case that humans are fundamentally good. And Bregman
believes that the story of the Tongan boys shows us how humans are much better off when they
work together cooperatively.

Animal expert works to save Brazil’s tapirs
The animal shown below is known as the lowland tapir, sometimes called the Brazilian
tapir. Tapirs are large mammals—sometimes weighing up to 500 pounds. They primarily live in
forests in South and Central America. The lowland tapir is typically found near water in the
Amazon rainforest and the River Basin in South America. Why do you think they live near
water? (Tapirs are excellent swimmers and they often eat underwater vegetation.)
Recently, a Brazilian conservationist named Patricia Medici was awarded the prestigious
Whitley Gold Award for her work on tapir conservation and awareness. Medici has been working
to save tapirs for many years and she started the Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative to help
them. With the award comes a prize of $75,000 which Medici intends to use to help her
conservation work in an area of the Amazon known as the “Arc of Deforestation.” Why do you
think this area was given that name? (It’s a part of the Amazon especially under threat by mining,
agriculture, and logging companies.)
The Amazon rainforest is quickly being transformed by private companies. Why is this a
big problem? Deforestation is a major issue in Brazil and losing large portions of forest doesn’t
only affect the land and the climate, it also threatens animals. Tapirs are currently listed as
vulnerable to extinction by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. It is estimated
there are only about 3,000 individuals left in the wild, with about 2,000 in Brazil.

Tapirs are sometimes referred to as “living fossils.” Why do you think that is? (They’ve
remained relatively unchanged over the course of 20 million years of evolution.) These animals
are the largest living land mammals in South America. While they have a pig-like appearance,
tapirs are actually most closely related to horses and rhinoceroses. There are four primary tapir
species. Baird’s tapirs, lowland tapirs, and mountain tapirs are found in Central and South
America, while the Malayan tapir is found only in Southeast Asia. The tapir's most distinctive
feature is its flexible, prehensile nose. What does prehensile mean? (Capable of grasping.) Tapirs
use their long noses to grab leaves off the branches of trees and shrubs. Tapirs are herbivores.
What does this mean? (They eat only plants.) Because of their large size, in just one day, tapirs
can eat around 75 pounds of fruits and vegetables.
Tapirs are surprisingly agile for their size. They can move quickly to avoid predators and
are excellent swimmers. Tapirs often spend time lounging in water to cool off and will
sometimes sink to the bottom of rivers where they walk along the riverbed looking for
underwater vegetation. Because they don’t have many natural predators, tapirs can live to be
nearly 30 years old in the wild. As you can see in the photo at bottom left, young tapirs, known
as calves, have a special spotted and striped coat. This helps young tapirs remain camouflaged
while they are still small and vulnerable to attacks from large animals.

Country of the Week: El Salvador
El Salvador is a Central American country bordered by Guatemala and Honduras with a
coastline along the Pacific Ocean. It has a population of around 6 million people. El Salvador is a
mountainous country with a tropical climate, and it is located on the Ring of Fire. What is the
Ring of Fire? (A region around the Pacific Ocean that experiences many earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions.) Because of this, there are about 20 volcanoes in El Salvador, and the country
experiences frequent earthquakes. Many plants and animals live in El Salvador, including some
endangered species such as the leatherback sea turtle. The torogoz, also called the turquoise
browed motmot, is the national bird of El Salvador. It is known for its bright colors and
distinctive call. San Salvador is the capital and largest city in El Salvador. Its metropolitan area
has a population of around 2.4 million. San Salvador was built at the foot of the Boquerón
Volcano, and it has been decimated several times by natural disasters such as earthquakes and
hurricanes. As a result, most prominent buildings in the city were built within the last 30 years.
El Salvador’s economy is mostly dependent on its textile manufacturing industry as well as
exports of crops such as sugarcane and coffee. However, nearly 40 percent of Salvadorans live in
poverty. Do you think the government should do more to fight poverty in the country? The
president of El Salvador is Nayib Bakele. He is a member of El Salvador’s Palestinian
community, and has been in office since 2019.

Western regions of El Salvador were once part of the ancient Maya civilization. What do
you know about the Maya? Ruins from Mayan cities still stand in El Salvador today. The Mayan
complex of Tazumal, located near the modern city of Santa Ana, features temples and pyramids
that predate the arrival of Europeans. Many Mayan sculptures and gold ornaments have been
discovered there.
In 1525, El Salvador became a Spanish colony. Spanish rule lasted until 1821, when
several Central American leaders, including José Matías Delgado from El Salvador, signed the
Act of Independence of Central America. This act declared that Central America was free from
Spain, and that the entire region would unite as one country called the Federal Republic of
Central America. This country fell apart in 1841, and El Salvador has been independent ever
since. There have been many conflicts throughout Salvadoran history, including the 1932 Peasant
Uprising and the Salvadoran Civil War, which lasted from 1980 to 1992. Some believe this
conflict began when Óscar Romero, a Catholic priest and peace activist, was killed by a
right-wing militia during mass. Afterwards, Romero became a hero in El Salvador and around
the world. In 2018, he was canonized by Pope Francis. What does “canonized” mean? (Turned
into a saint by the Catholic Church.) La Palma art is an artistic style founded by Salvadoran artist
Fernando Llort. La Palma is the national art style of El Salvador, and is often displayed on
buildings.

This Week In History
On April 23, 1564, William Shakespeare was born in England. He was a poet and a
playwright. Shakespeare is usually considered the greatest writer in the English language — and
one of the greatest who ever lived. Historians know very little about the details of Shakespeare’s
life. They know he was born in the small English town of Stratford-upon-Avon. Do you know
what this town’s unusual name means? (The town of Stratford is located next to the Avon River.)
Records show that he was married at the age of 18 to a woman named Anne Hathaway, and that
the couple had three children.
But there are a lot of gaps in our knowledge of this famous writer’s life. Historians have
confirmed that sometime between 1585 and 1592, Shakespeare moved to London. There, he
became a member and part owner of a theater company. The company was called Lord
Chamberlain’s Men, and it was one of the most popular acting companies in London. Does
anyone know why the Lord Chamberlain acting company referred only to men? (During
Shakespeare’s time, women’s parts were played by men or young boys.) Shakespeare was also
the part owner of an outdoor London theater, where Lord Chamberlain’s Men performed. What
was the name of this theater? (The Globe Theater.)
William Shakespeare wrote at least 38 plays. They fit into three main categories. Some of
them were comedies, such as “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and “As You Like It.” Other plays
focus on historical events. One of the most famous of these is about the death of a famous
Roman leader. What is this play? (“Julius Caesar.”) Tragedies make up the third category of
Shakespeare’s plays. What are tragedies? (Plays where people’s flaws and problems lead to sad
endings.) One of the best-known of Shakespeare’s tragedies is “Romeo and Juliet.” Do you know
what this play is about? (The two title characters are teenagers from rival families in ancient
Italy; they fall in love, but their families’ rivalry keeps them apart.) Can you think of any other
Shakespeare’s plays? Have you ever seen a Shakespeare play, or a movie of it? If so, which one?
What did you think of it?

Shakespeare also wrote poems, including more than 150 sonnets. What is a sonnet? (A
poem written according to a strict formula — each must have 14 rhyming lines of ten syllables
each.) Many of Shakespeare’s sonnets are considered perfect examples of the form. Have you
ever read any sonnets? Have you ever tried to write one?
One of the reasons Shakespeare’s work has endured is the beauty of his language. His
plays have both humor and sadness. They also contain some of the most memorable phrases in
English. Some of these phrases include “All that glitters is not gold,” “Too much of a good
thing,” and “Break the ice.” Have you heard these phrases? Shakespeare also invented many
words by jamming two words together, and by adapting words from other languages. And
Shakespeare also was often the first to write down new words that were being used on the streets
of London. His plays and poems are some of the first sources of the words you see here. What
does the word “swagger” mean? (To walk or behave in a very confident way.)
William Shakespeare died on his 52nd birthday. He was famous in his day, but his
reputation grew even bigger after his death. His plays have been performed in many different
languages all over the world, and most have been made into movies. In fact, his writing was so
good that some critics have questioned whether a man who never went to college could have
written such beautiful works. Some think Shakespeare’s greatest works must have been written
by someone more educated who wanted to remain secret. Many people have speculated about
who the “real” Shakespeare might have been.

Remembering When…
For most of the 20th century, typewriters were the most important technology in offices.
But the computer revolution made typewriters obsolete in most offices and homes. Now, as it
turns out, typewriters are making a comeback with personal users. And the revolution was
sparked by a man better known for his acting than his typing skills. We’ll get to that in a minute.

Typewriters have been around a long time. People had tried to develop a working
typewriter since the early 1700s. But it wasn’t until after the Civil War that the first successful
typewriters were produced in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On these early machines, keys tended to
jam up together when people typed too fast. For this reason, a man named Christopher Latham
Sholes changed the keyboard layout to prevent jams. We still use this layout today. What is it
called, and where does the name come from? (It is usually called the QWERTY keyboard. This
name comes from the fact that the letters Q-W-E-R-T-Y are all in a row on the upper left side.)
Growing up in the 1930s, ‘40s, and ‘50s, many people learned to type in a typing class in
high school. In that class, every desk had a typewriter and students tapped away, as the teacher
called out letter patterns to a steady rhythm. Were you a good typist? Do you remember your
typing speed? Did you need typing skills in the kind of work you did? Did you have a typewriter
at home? What did you use it for?

For decades, learning to be an accurate and fast typist was an essential skill if you wanted
to work in an office. Many offices required a typing speed of at least 40 words per minute. The
picture here shows a civil service exam for typists. Why do you think most of the people here
seem to be women? How important do you think the rise of typewriters was for women in
business?
The best typists were able to do much more than simply set words down on a page. They
needed to format documents for easy readability, and to send the right number of copies to the
right destinations. Did you ever use carbon paper? This work became a bit easier with the
development of the electric typewriter. The first one was developed in 1900, but it took a long
time for them to be available to everyone. By the 1960s, when the IBM Selectric was invented,
electric typewriters were standard in all offices. What was so special about the Selectric? (It used
a movable “ball” to strike the letters, eliminating key jams forever.) But typewriters were not just
for business. The rise of the portable typewriter meant that journalists were soon banging out
copy on battlefields and in press boxes around the world. Authors started writing novels on them.
What authors do you associate with typewriters? (Some of the most famous are William
Faulkner and Ernest Hemingway.) Soon, the image of the Great American Writer was that of a
person madly typing away instead of composing with pen and paper. Did you ever want to be an
author? How did you picture yourself doing this?
There have been many stories in the last couple of years about how typewriters are
coming back into vogue among young people, who find them cool in a retro way. A 2017
documentary called “California Typewriter” featured actor Tom Hanks and his massive
collection of old but still functional machines. Hanks even wrote a book of short stories about
typewriters called “Uncommon Type.” Why do you think he is so obsessed with this invention?
Another reason for their new popularity is practical; since they are not hooked up to the Internet,
typewriters help writers stay more focused and less likely to surf through websites. And the
clicking and clacking of keys is very relaxing to some people — although it might drive others to
distraction.

