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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Person in the News
He is a 95-year-old American singer, painter, and activist. He was born and raised in

Queens, New York, and had his first number one hit, “Because of You,” in 1951.Early in his
career, He was known as a pop singer, or “crooner.” But as time went on, He started working
with jazz artists. His signature song, “I Left My Heart in San Francisco,” won the 1962 Grammy
Award for Best Record of the Year. He also became known for my support of the civil rights
movement in the U.S., and for his paintings, which are shown under his birth name: Anthony
Benedetto. After a long career slump, he regained popularity in the 1990s. Since then, he has
continued to tour and record; my second duet album with Lady Gaga, “Love for Sale,” will be
released in October. But although he had planned to perform these songs with her in concert, He
retired from performing two weeks ago on doctor’s orders. Earlier this year, He announced that
he had been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.

Who am I? (Tony Bennett.)



Taliban seizes control of Afghanistan
On August 15th, an extremist Islamic group known as the Taliban seized control of

Kabul, the capital city of Afghanistan. This made the Taliban’s control of the country complete.
Afghanistan’s president, Ashraf Ghani, had already fled the capital. About 6,000U.S. troops were
sent to evacuate diplomats and other Americans living there. But thousands of Afghans also
rushed to the Kabul airport to escape the new regime. The picture at right shows a military
transfer plane containing more than 600 desperate Afghans, many of whom worked with the U.S.

Twenty years ago, the U.S. and other nations invaded Afghanistan with two main goals.
One was to find terrorist leader Osama bin Laden, who was hiding in the country after directing
the attacks of September 11th, 2001. The other was to remove the Taliban, which controlled
Afghanistan at the time, and had sheltered bin Laden. U.S. and coalition troops soon removed the
Taliban from power and helped install a democratically-elected government in Afghanistan. Ten
years later, U.S. troops killed Osama bin Laden in Pakistan. Many of the human rights lost under
the Taliban’s rule were also restored. But the Taliban continued to fight against Afghan and
coalition forces. Last year, the Trump administration made a deal with Taliban leaders to
withdraw U.S. troops by May 2021. President Biden extended this deadline, ordering a total
withdrawal by September 11th. Just a few weeks ago, Biden seemed confident that Afghan
forces could maintain the gains made over the last 20 years. But with the end of U.S. airstrikes,
Afghanistan’s military was not able to stop Taliban forces from re-taking the country. Many
people have been critical of Biden’s decision and the way the withdrawal was handled, but he
said he stands by his decision to end the longest war in U.S. history.



Upon seizing control of Kabul, Taliban leaders promised that they would not seek
revenge against any Afghans for working with the U.S. or the country’s former government. The
Taliban claims that it only wants peace from now on, both internally and externally.But many
Afghans fear the future, especially when it comes to human rights. This is because the Taliban,
which originated in Pakistan, follows an extremely strict interpretation of Islamic law. During the
group’s previous reign, this meant that all men must grow long beards and follow Islam, with no
exceptions. Even more troubling was the group’s complete domination over women. Girls were
not allowed to attend school, and women were not allowed to teach either gender. What do you
think this did to the Afghan educational system, considering most teachers were women?

Nine years ago, in Pakistan, Taliban soldiers dragged a teenage education advocate from
her school bus and shot her in the face. Do you know this person’s name? (Malala Yousafzai, a
co-winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014.) In public, women were required to wear burqas, the
full-length garment shown below. And any woman seen in public without a male relative risked
punishment. Recent Taliban statements have hinted that women would not lose many of their
rights under the new regime. Taliban leaders have even said that they want women to work and
go to school, “within the framework of Islam,”. But many people who have experienced Taliban
oppression do not believe that the group has changed its beliefs and policies. In fact, as you can
see in the quote here, there are already reports of violence against women and children since the
takeover.

























Research shows polar bears use tools to hunt walruses
The drawing shown here was created by Arctic explorer Charles Francis Hall in 1865. What does
the drawing show? (A polar bear throwing a rock at a walrus.) Hall created the drawing based on
Inuit stories about polar bears using rocks and ice to hunt walruses. The Inuit are a group of
indigenous people that live in Greenland, Canada, and Alaska. For a long time, animal experts
didn’t believe that these stories were true. But recently, scientists in Canada have found more
evidence that polar bears do in fact hunt this way. Researchers at the University of Alberta,
Edmonton, spent time reviewing more than 200 years’ worth of reports from Inuit people. These
reports included many stories of polar bears throwing rocks to hunt walruses. The researchers
also heard other Inuit stories about polar bears hitting walruses with chunks of ice rather than
throwing them.Why do you think scientists thought these accounts were false for so long? Some
walruses can weigh over 2,500 pounds and they have thick skulls and large tusks. Because of
these features, it can be challenging and dangerous for polar bears to try to hunt them. Using the
rock-throwing method allows polar bears to hunt walruses in a much safer way.  Researchers
have yet to capture the bears throwing rocks on film. But today, they have several other reasons
to believe these accounts are true. A young polar bear living in captivity in Japan has been seen
using tools to reach meals in out-of-reach places. This bear threw sticks and a large tire at meals
placed on perches to knock them down. Another research group filmed polar bears in Alaska
throwing chunks of ice at seals to stun them. This evidence, along with the many Inuit accounts,
has led researchers to believe that some polar bears likely do throw objects when hunting.



The map here shows the range of polar bears in the wild. Polar bears live in the Arctic,
the most northern part of the Earth. Polar bears are huge. The average adult male is about eight
feet long and weighs between 650 and 1,300 pounds. On average, polar bears are the largest
meat-eating species to live on land. Although they live on land, polar bears are considered
marine mammals, and they rely on the ocean for food. They feed mostly on seals, but they also
hunt for other prey on land and in the sea. Polar bears can smell seals from more than a mile
away. And even though they are large land mammals, polar bears are excellent swimmers.  Polar
bears are well-adapted to their cold, snowy habitat in many ways. Their large, furry paws and
sharp claws help them hunt, walk across ice, and propel themselves through the water when they
swim. Thick layers of fat under their skin, called blubber, help keep them warm. And their
mostly-white appearance allows them to blend in with the snow and ice. Although polar bear fur
appears white, it is actually transparent. The skin underneath their fur is black. This helps them
trap heat and stay warm. Their skin’s insulation is so effective that polar bears can overheat at
temperatures higher than 10 degrees Fahrenheit. Polar bear cubs are born blind and helpless. A
polar bear mother typically gives birth to two cubs at a time and nurses both cubs for two and
half years. Mothers also teach their offspring to hunt and survive in the harsh Arctic
environment. As adults, polar bears play an important role in their environments. They are
considered a keystone species. What does that mean? (They have a major impact on their
ecosystems and the other animals in it.) Scavenger animals like wolves and birds feed on the
leftovers polar bears leave behind after a hunt.



Wildfires raging in North America, Asia, and Europe
North America has seen plenty of record high temperatures this summer. In fact, according to the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, July of 2021 was the hottest month in human
history. What kinds of temperatures did your local area experience last month? These high
temperatures have caused plants and trees to dry out. These conditions make wildfires much
more likely to happen. One example of this was the huge Bootleg Fire in southern Oregon.
Oregon had just seen record high temperatures for nearly a week. This blaze started with a
lightning strike. The dry conditions helped the fire spread quickly. It was so hot it generated its
own weather system! Eventually, the Bootleg fire burned 647 square miles across two counties.
It is still burning now, but it is 98 percent contained. The year’s largest U.S. wildfire is still
raging in northern California. The Dixie Fire began on July 13th. The origins of the Dixie Fire
are still being investigated, but investigators think it might have started when a tree fell on a
power line. CalFire, the state’s firefighting agency, tried to stop the blaze early, but they couldn’t
access the area because of poor roads. Firefighters tried to dig trenches to slow down the blaze,
but the fast-moving flames jumped over these trenches and continued to burn. The small town of
Greenville lost 75 percent of its buildings, including some built during the California Gold Rush.
The Dixie Fire is still just 31 percent contained, despite the hard work of more than 4,000
firefighters. It has consumed more than 600,000 acres. As of August 18th, California had spent
$217 million to fight the Dixie Fire.



North America is not the only place being affected by wildfires this summer. Europe has been
suffering the effects of a heat dome nicknamed “Lucifer.” On August 11th, the temperature in
Sicily was measured at 119.8 degrees Fahrenheit — an all-time recorded high for Europe. The
extreme heat has contributed to huge wildfires across all of southern Europe. The nation of
Greece, located not far from Sicily, has been hit hard since the end of July. At one point, nearly
600 blazes were burning in various places around the country. Investigators say that arson was
the source of at least some of these fires. But there is no doubt that the dry conditions caused by
“Lucifer” caused the wildfires to be more severe. Neighboring Turkey suffered through its worst
wildfire in history this summer as well, losing more than 617 square miles. A series of fires has
also swept through Algeria, an African country on the Mediterranean Sea. So far, at least 69
people have died in Algeria; 28 of them were soldiers trying to fight the fires. An even larger
threat is looming in the vast Russian territory of Siberia. This part of the world is known for its
frigid temperatures most of the year. However, the region has been heating up steadily, along
with the rest of the planet, with 100-degree days being recorded in the Arctic Circle during the
summer. The extreme heat has turned Siberia’s forests into fuel for massive wildfires this
summer. As of last week, the fires burning in Siberia were larger than all the other wildfires in
the world put together. And as these trees burn, more carbon gases are released into the
atmosphere.







New “Futures” exhibition honors Octavia Butler
In late 2021, the Smithsonian Museum will celebrate its 175th anniversary by opening the

“Futures” exhibition. Based on the map here, where are the Smithsonian museums located?
(Washington D.C.) The new exhibition will be part art exhibit and part festival. It is meant to
resemble the World’s Fairs of the 19th and 20th centuries. “Futures” will highlight the latest in
technological and scientific developments. The exhibition will also celebrate several important
“futurists.” Many of the most important futurists of the 20th century were science fiction writers.
One of the futurists celebrated in the new exhibition will be pioneering science fiction writer
Octavia Butler.  Octavia Butler is considered one of the most important writers of science fiction
in the last 50 years. She was the first science fiction writer to win the MacArthur “Genius”
Fellowship. She also won both the Hugo and Nebula awards, the two biggest awards in science
fiction and fantasy writing. Butler’s writing was also important to the development of
“Afrofuturism.” Does anyone know what this is? ( Science fiction that addresses African
American themes and concerns.) Butler’s most well-known novel, “Kindred,” was published in
1979. It tells the story of a young African American writer who travels through time between
Los Angeles in 1976 and a slave plantation in pre-civil war Maryland. “Kindred” is still taught in
many high school and college classes today.  Butler was born in Pasadena, California in 1947.
Her mother was a housemaid, and her father was a shoeshine. Her father died when she was only
seven, and she was raised by her mother and grandmother. As a child, Butler was very shy and
had a hard time in school. So, she spent a lot of time in the library, where she developed a love of
science fiction stories.



After discovering a love of science fiction at a young age, Octavia Butler began to write
it herself only a few years later. At 10, she convinced her mother to buy her a Remington
typewriter. Then, at the age of 12, Butler watched a 1954 science fiction film called “The Devil
Girl from Mars.” Disappointed in the movie, Butler believed she could write a better story. While
in junior high, Butler began writing her own science fiction stories. After high school, Butler’s
mother encouraged her to get a job as a secretary, but Butler continued to focus on her writing.
In the 1970s, after meeting Harlan Ellison and Samuel Delaney, two established science fiction
writers, Butler began to publish her short stories. In 1976, Butler published her first novel
“Patternmaster.” She published several more novels in the 1970s, including “Kindred,” the cover
of which is shown here. By then she was successful enough to write full time. She published
many more novels and stories to wide critical acclaim before her death in 2005. Throughout her
writing career, Butler used science fiction as a way to engage with modern social issues. She
explored issues of race, gender, and class, all while creating strange and fantastic visions of the
future. Butler often wrote from the perspective of people who have not been treated well by
society. She helped pave the way for other people of color in the world of science fiction and
fantasy. Her work continues to inspire people in the literary world, but also in other fields. In
2020, NASA named the landing location of the Mars Perseverance Rover after Butler. One of
Butler’s novels, “Dawn,” is currently being adapted for television by Ava DuVernay.



Historic TV series “Reservation Dogs” premieres
A new TV comedy series called “Reservation Dogs,” premiered on the cable channel FX on
August 9, 2021. Many people are excited about this new show, which is the first TV series in
which the creators, writers, directors, and lead actors are all indigenous people. The show was
filmed entirely on the Muscogee Reservation in eastern Oklahoma. It was created by Sterlin
Harjo and Taika Waititi. Harjo is a comedian and filmmaker from the Seminole and Muscogee
nations. Waititi is an Oscar-winning writer and director from New Zealand, whose father is of
Maori descent. Who are the Maori people? (The indigenous people of New Zealand.) Harjo and
Waititi have been friends since 2004, and they have long dreamed of working on a project that
shows the lives of modern Native Americans. “Reservation Dogs” is the realization of that
dream. “Reservation Dogs” takes its title in part from the slang term “rez dogs,” which refers to
stray dogs that live on Native American reservations. The series is about four Native American
teenagers as they try to scrape together the funds to move to California. Along the way, they
must deal with family, police, and rivals trying to get in their way. But even as they face the
reality of their everyday lives, they also talk about history, and their own values. Reviewers are
praising the show’s energy, as well as the young cast of largely unknown actors. What do you
notice about the cast from the picture? According to co-creator Sterlin Harjo, having all
indigenous people involved in the show’s production means that the show provides a more
accurate picture of modern Native American life. As opposed to many films and TV shows,
“Reservation Dogs” portrays indigenous life with humor and understanding. Many hope this
series will pave the way for other Native American filmmakers to tell their own stories—the way
they want them to be told.



Country of the Week: Belize
Belize is a small country on the Caribbean Sea. It is part of both Central America and the
Caribbean. It has a population of just under 400,000, by far the lowest of any country in Central
America. Belize City is the largest city in the country. Until 1970, it was also the capital. But in
1961, it was nearly destroyed in a hurricane, so a new capital was built. What is the capital now?
(Belmopan.) Prime Minister Johnny Briceño has been in office since November 2020. About 60
percent of Belize is rainforest. The north is swampy and flat, and the south is mountainous. The
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary is home to many species of plants and animals, and one of
the world’s most important jaguar preserves. The Belize Barrier Reef off the coast is the
country’s top tourist destination. It is part of the Mesoamerican Barrier Reef System, one of the
world’s largest coral reefs. It has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The reef is
home to about 500 species of fish. Some experts say that only about 10 percent of its species
have been discovered. The reef’s most notable feature is the Great Blue Hole, a sinkhole formed
from a collapsed limestone cave. It is about 1,000 feet across and 400 feet deep, the largest of its
kind in the world.  Belize’s economy used to be based primarily on logging. Mahogany, a wood
used for cabinets and shipbuilding, was once the country’s main export. Today, the biggest sector
of the economy is agriculture. Sugar is the biggest export. The second largest industry is tourism.
Visitors explore Belize’s beautiful beaches and nature reserves, along with ancient Mayan ruins.



The Ancient Maya settled in Belize around 1500 BCE. Today, ruins of Maya settlements can be
found throughout the country. Caracol was an important political center for the Maya and home
to about 140,000 people. Caracol has a pyramid called “Canaa,” or the “Sky Palace,” which is
the largest man-made structure in Belize. The Maya still lived in the area in the early 16th
century, when Christopher Columbus became the first European to land there. The British set up
settlements and in 1862, Belize became the colony of British Honduras. It gained its
independence in 1981.  Belize is the only Central American country where English is the official
language. However, more than half of the population speaks Spanish. Many also speak
Kriol—CREE-ole—a language based in English, but with elements of West African and Native
American languages. The people of Belize represent a mix of ethnic groups. Just over half the
population is Mestizo, or a mix of European and Indigenous Maya. About a quarter are Kriol,
descendants of the African slaves brought to Belize by the British to work in logging. About 10
percent identify as Maya, and about 6 percent of the population are Garinagu, the name for the
Garifuna people. The Garinagu are descended from indigenous Carib and Arawak Indians and
West Africans who escaped from Spanish slave ships. Garifuna music is central to Belizean
culture. The main music style, called punta, features call and response and drumming. Belize is
also known for “brukdown” music. The name is from Creole and translates to “broken down
Calypso.” Even the food in Belize reflects its many cultures, including Latin American,
Caribbean and Kriol, as well as Indian and Chinese influences. Here you see a traditional
Belizean meal of rice and beans in coconut milk, with meat and potato salad.



This Week in History
At 8 a.m. on August 26th, 1920, U.S. Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby signed the 19th
Amendment, officially granting women the right to vote in the U.S. The right to vote is also
known as suffrage. The women’s suffrage movement began soon after the Constitution was
adopted. Women demanded this right at the Seneca Falls convention in 1848. In 1869, the
territory of Wyoming granted women the right to vote, making it the only place in the U.S. to
guarantee women’s suffrage. Frustrated at the lack of progress over the years, prominent
suffragette Susan B. Anthony cast a ballot in the 1872 presidential election and was arrested. But
her action brought attention to the cause. Around the turn of the century, many new Western
states gave women the right to vote. Why did they do this? (To encourage women to move West
and even out the largely-male population.) In the early 20th century, suffragettes held parades,
gave speeches, and held non-violent protests. Between 1910 and 1920, a number of other states
granted women the right to vote. Finally, in 1917, the U.S. House of Representatives voted “yes”
on the 19th Amendment . The next year, President Woodrow Wilson changed his position and
announced his support for women’s suffrage. That year, the Senate also passed the 19th
Amendment. Then it was up to each state to ratify, or approve, the amendment. Each time a state
did this, prominent feminist Alice Paul stitched another star onto the banner hung outside her
office. But it took a full year for the 36th and final ratification. On August 18th, 1920 — after
receiving a note from his mother — a 24-year-old lawmaker named Harry Burn broke a 48-48 tie
in the Tennessee legislature by voting in favor of the 19th Amendment. Alice Paul stitched the
36th star on her banner, as shown here. A few days later, the 19th Amendment became the law of
the land.



Remembering When…
For decades, film buffs have argued about who should be considered the greatest male

dancer in Hollywood history. Some cite Fred Astaire’s smooth and rhythmic style, while others
might choose Gregory Hines, James Cagney, Donald O’Connor, or Patrick Swayze. But for
many people, Gene Kelly is the name that first comes to mind. Kelly’s style was tough and
athletic while still remaining graceful. And it didn’t hurt that he was one of the handsomest
actors of his time. Eugene Curran Kelly was born on August 23rd, 1912. He grew up in
Pittsburgh’s East Liberty neighborhood. His mother wanted her sons Gene and James to be
cultured, so she enrolled them in dance classes when they were young. This was a problem for
two reasons. For one thing, neighborhood boys used to taunt the Kelly boys for taking so-called
“sissy” dance classes. And for another thing, Gene was much more into his hometown baseball
team. However, becoming a teenager caused him to change his mind.



After graduating from high school, Kelly went to college, but he had to drop out at the
start of the Great Depression. Gene and another brother, Fred, made money for the family by
dancing at Pittsburgh talent contests. As his local renown spread, his family opened the Gene
Kelly Studio of the Dance. This venture helped Kelly pay for college at the University of
Pittsburgh, and even attend law school for a couple of months before dropping out to be a
fulltime dancer, choreographer, and actor. Why do you think the dance studio did so well, even
during the Depression? Soon, Gene Kelly was acting, singing, and dancing on Broadway as well
as in Pittsburgh. He started to get larger roles and won the lead in several big shows such as “The
Time of Your Life” and “Pal Joey.” These roles forced Hollywood to take notice, and he was
soon starring in musicals with Judy Garland, Lucille Ball, and Rita Hayworth. By the mid forties,
he could seemingly do anything he wanted. In “Anchors Aweigh,” he performed a dance number
with an animated character. Do you remember which animated character danced with Kelly?
(Jerry, the mouse from “Tom and Jerry” cartoons.) Kelly was nominated for an Oscar for Best
Actor for this movie. The hits just kept on coming for Gene Kelly. He choreographed and
co-directed “On the Town,” and performed a 17-minute dream ballet in “An American in Paris,”
which won the Oscar for Best Picture in 1952. And the 1952 movie “Singin’ in the Rain,” which
Kelly also co-directed and choreographed, is still thought of as perhaps the greatest film musical
of all time. Can you still remember Kelly’s classic performance of the title song? With the
decline of old-fashioned musicals, Kelly transitioned smoothly into directing films such as “A
Guide for the Married Man” and “Hello, Dolly!” Kelly became a regular performer on TV
variety shows and in movie cameo roles. He is also still well known for narrating the “That’s
Entertainment!” movies. Kelly was married three times. His third wife, Patricia, was just 30
when the 77-year old Kelly married her in 1990. They were still together when Kelly died in
1996 at the age of 83. Besides his wife, he was survived by three children from his first two
marriages.










