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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Man in the News
He is a former lawyer, investor, lobbyist, banker, and government official. He is currently

an artist and an author. His main claim to fame, however, is that his father is the current president
of the United States.  Born 51 years ago in Delaware, he entered the business world after
graduating from Yale Law School. During the presidential election, he was widely criticized for
serving on the board of Burisma Holdings, an energy company based in Ukraine, while his father
was vice president. Many said this was a conflict of interest and an ethical, if not a criminal,
violation.

Earlier this year, he published a memoir called “Beautiful Things” which details his fight
against drug addiction. Since becoming a full-time painter, he has managed to sell several of his
artworks. Some have sold for up to half a million dollars! These high prices have raised ethical
concerns for the White House, as some worry that people are only paying these prices to get
access to his father.

Who am I? (Hunter Biden)



Haiti in Chaos
On July 7th, two dozen armed men pulled up outside the house of Haitian President

Jovenel Moïse — joh-veh-nel moy-EES. The men posed as DEA agents from the U.S. in order to
get into the residence. Once inside, the men shot Moîse and his wife Martine. Moïse died of his
wounds, while his wife was rushed to a hospital in critical condition. So far, investigators have
identified most of these men as mercenaries from Colombia.

As of last week, more than 20 people had been arrested; one of them, a Haitian-American
doctor, has been accused of masterminding the killing, but he says he is innocent. Anger had
been simmering in Haiti against Jovenel Moïse for some time. He had been linked to the theft of
billions of dollars in international disaster relief. A massive hike in oil and gas prices two years
ago set off nationwide protests like the one shown here. Moïse also angered voters by refusing to
leave office at the end of his presidential term earlier this year. He said he had been cheated out
of his first year by a long fraud investigation. Even though most legal experts in the country had
rejected this argument, Moïse held onto the presidency, and even tried to change the constitution
to gain more time in office. This shocking assassination has left Haiti with no clear leader. Two
different politicians have claimed to be the “rightful” prime minister, and Haiti’s parliament has
been dissolved for many months. Haitian leaders have asked the U.S. to help keep the peace,
though the U.S. has not agreed to send soldiers there. Some politicians, such as Representative
Frederica Wilson of Florida, say that the U.S. has ignored problems in Haiti long enough, and
that we should help our close neighbor in its time of need.



For many years, other countries used Haiti to make themselves richer. Spanish settlers
came in the 15th century and forced the native people into slavery. Most native Haitians died
from disease and cruel treatment, so the Spanish brought tens of thousands of people from Africa
and made them slaves. France took control in 1697 and turned Haiti into a colony called
Saint-Domingue, in which 87 percent of the people were enslaved Africans. Former slave
Toussaint Louverture and others started a revolution. Louverture was captured and died in a
French jail, but in 1804, his army defeated the French. This made Haiti the first nation to be
liberated by former slaves.

In 1825, France threatened war unless Haiti paid it 150 million francs, or about $21
billion in today’s money. At the same time, other western nations refused to recognize the new
Black nation. U.S. President Thomas Jefferson cut off aid to Haiti and urged other nations to stop
trading with Haiti. Why do you think he did this? (He was afraid enslaved people in the U.S.
would be inspired by Haiti’s example.)

After the assassination of Haiti’s president in 1915, U.S. forces invaded Haiti to protect
American business interests. The U.S. occupied Haiti until 1934, giving much of the country’s
land to American companies. In 1957, the U.S. backed the dictator François Duvalier, known as
“Papa Doc.” When he died in 1971, his son Jean-Claude Duvalier, or “Baby Doc,” took over
until he was forced out in 1986. These leaders stole millions of dollars and ruled through
violence.

In 1991, Jean-Bertrand Aristide became the first democratically elected president in
Haitian history. Aristide was a Catholic priest who promised to raise the poorest Haitians out of
poverty. But he was overthrown by the country’s military twice in 13 years.



Political interference by other countries is one of the main reasons that Haiti is the
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere today. Poverty is worse in rural areas, where many
farms have been ruined by poor environmental policies such as deforestation. Poor people do this
for heating and cooking fuel. But this has allowed the soil to wash away, leaving much of the
land unusable for farming. Poor land management and international interference has also led to
Haiti losing much of its traditional agricultural base.

During his campaign, Jovenel Moïse had promised to draw on his experience as a banana
exporter to change land usage in Haiti, and to start more solar and wind-powered farms. But
when these promises went unfulfilled, some Haitians came to regard the president as uncaring.
President Moïse also failed to deliver on his promise of universal education in Haiti. This is
important in a country where only 60 percent of people can read, and less than half its children
attend school. But the educational changes Moïse promised never really happened. And a
number of Haiti’s problems have been related to environmental issues. The country is still
recovering from an earthquake that killed 160,000 people in 2010. Several hurricanes have also
hit the country in recent years. These storms now cause more damage than in the past, and
scientists say global warming is the main reason for this. Five years ago, Hurricane Matthew
caused $2.6 billion in damage, and also unleashed a deadly epidemic of cholera. What is
cholera? (A disease caused by bacteria in drinking water.) Haiti has also been hit hard by
COVID-19, and the situation may get much worse due to a lack of vaccines in the country.



Billionaire Richard Branson Completes Successful Space Flight
Seventy-year-old billionaire Richard Branson made history recently. Branson is the

founder of the Virgin Group, which consists of more than 400 companies, including a spaceflight
company called Virgin Galactic. On July 11th, Branson became the first person to travel to space
on a spacecraft he helped fund. Branson, along with two pilots, and three employees of Virgin
Galactic, took off from a launch site in Truth or Consequences, New Mexico. The group traveled
in the SpaceShipTwo vehicle named the “VSS Unity,” shown here. Virgin Galactic has spent the
last two decades designing a spacecraft capable of safely traveling to and returning from space.
Why do you think billionaires like Branson are so eager to travel to space?

Branson and his crew completed a successful suborbital flight, reaching a height of 53
miles above the Earth’s surface. A suborbital flight requires significantly less speed than a flight
attempting to achieve orbit above Earth. The U.S. military considers the boundary to space to be
50 miles above the Earth’s surface, so Branson’s flight just barely broke the boundary. Although
they did travel high enough to experience nearly four minutes of weightlessness.

Branson isn’t the only billionaire with plans to travel into space. Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos plans to take part in a spaceflight on July 20th using a rocket developed by his space
company called Blue Origin. Experts say these flights could usher in a new era of “space
tourism,” in which the ultra-wealthy can buy tickets to travel off the planet. Would you want to
travel to space if tickets were affordable?

Virgin Galactic plans to offer tickets for upcoming space flights at $250,000 per seat.
Branson also said that having this experience made him realize how incredible our planet is. He
said he wants to spend the rest of his life working to protect planet Earth.





Conservationist Works to Protect China’s Rare “Magic Rabbit”
Meet the Ili pika — ILL-ee PYEkah —, a very cute but very rare mammal. It is only

about 8 inches in size, and it is very difficult to find in the wild. In fact, only a few people alive
today have ever seen one in person. That includes the Chinese conservationist who first
discovered them in 1983. His name is Li Weidong. For the past several years, Li has devoted his
life to finding and protecting the Ili pika. No one had seen one since the early 1990s, until July of
2014. Li and his team were looking in the Tianshan mountains when they saw the animal shown
here, poking its head above the rocks. He took photos of it, including this one. Photos of the cute
animal quickly went viral on social media and the Ili pika became an international celebrity.

After rediscovering the animal, Li helped start two sanctuaries in the area to protect the
Ili pika and its natural habitat. But Li is actually worried, because estimates show that there are
fewer than 1,000 Ili pikas left. Li says the Ili pika’s population has decreased 70 percent since the
early 1980s. Pikas generally prefer to live in cold, mountainous areas, where they eat grasses and
other mountain plants. Little is known about the Ili pika, but American pikas can die in
temperatures over 78 degrees. Rising global temperatures and human development have driven
the Ili pikas higher up into the mountains. These problems, along with pollution, are threatening
the species’ survival. Li is concerned that almost nothing is being done to protect these animals.



Pikas are members of a group called lagomorphs, which includes rabbits and hares. What
similarities and differences do you notice between the pikas shown here and rabbits and hares?

Pikas are small, furry animals that live in mountain ranges in North America and Asia.
Despite their cute appearance, pikas are surprisingly tough animals. Some pikas can live on
mountains at altitudes of nearly 20,000 feet. They prefer to live on rocky mountain sides where
they can find shelter in the cracks and crevices between rocks. Because pikas need cooler
temperatures to survive, they spend much of their time avoiding direct sunlight by hiding
beneath mountain rocks.

Pikas are herbivores, meaning they only eat plants. Their diet consists mostly of shrubs,
grasses, moss, and lichen. And though they live in cold environments, Pikas don’t hibernate
during the winter. Rock-dwelling pikas create a “haypile” of dried vegetation that they use as
food during the winter. Pikas are very vocal animals. Because of the high-pitched sounds they
make, pikas have earned the nickname “whistling hares.” They use a series of complex calls to
communicate with each other. Many of the calls relate to protecting their haypiles. But pikas also
use these calls to recognize one another, to warn other pikas of nearby predators, and to attract
mates. While pikas aren’t currently listed under the Endangered Species Act, experts say we
should be concerned about the threats these animals face. Because they need cool temperatures
to survive, climate change is already having a major impact on pika populations around the
globe. Recent studies have found that rising temperatures have caused some pika populations to
disappear completely.



Newly Discovered Bone Carving shows Neanderthals made Art
About 30,000 years ago, a species called Homo neanderthalensis or “Neanderthals,”

became extinct. Neanderthals were another species of human, and close relatives of today’s
humans. Which scientists call Homo sapiens, Latin for “thinking man.” But a recent discovery
suggests that Neanderthals also did a lot of thinking. In 2019, researchers discovered a special
bone carving, shown here, at the Unicorn Cave archaeological site in Germany. This bone
belonged to a species of giant deer that went extinct more than 7,700 years ago. Scientists used
carbon dating, a method for determining the age of organic objects, on the giant deer bone and
found that it was roughly 51,000 years old. As you can see in the image, the bone has lines and
symbols carved into it, which researchers believe may have been an early form of visual art.

The researchers say that these lines form a pattern and were made intentionally, not as a
result of butchering the animal. The researchers believe this bone carving shows that
Neanderthals were capable of abstract or symbolic thought, although what these symbols might
represent is still unclear. Previous research had shown that only Homo sapiens were capable of
this kind of thought. For almost two centuries, we have used the term Neanderthals as an insult
when applied to a person’s intelligence. But discoveries like the bone carving show that
Neanderthals were smarter than we previously thought. Some experts believe these advances
may have been made because some Neanderthals cross-bred with Homo sapiens.



Scientists say that Neanderthals existed on Earth for more than 300,000 years before they
became extinct. During that time, they overlapped with Homo sapiens for a few thousand years.
Before the 1800s, scientists didn’t know about Neanderthals. Two skulls were found in the early
part of the 1800s, but no one knew what they were. In 1856, miners in Germany’s Neander
Valley found a fossilized skeleton. A scientist recognized the fossil as a relative of humans. Since
then, scientists have found bones and other fossils of more than 100 different Neanderthals. The
illustrations here show two sets of skulls. The drawings on the right show the average skull of a
Neanderthal, and the ones on the left show the skull of a modern human. What differences do
you see?

Neanderthals were also stronger than Homo sapiens; we know this because their bones
were much thicker than ours, and they are thought to have had larger noses than we do.
Neanderthals were stockier than Homo sapiens, with barrel-shaped rib cages and shorter limbs.
Some experts believe Neanderthals evolved this way to retain body heat in cold climates.
Neanderthals could build and use tools and use fire for warmth and cooking. They sometimes
lived in caves, but they could also build shelters outside. Neanderthals lived in small social
groups that included family units. Most Neanderthals only lived to about 30 years old, about the
same as ancient Homo sapiens. Another interesting fact is that because Homo sapiens and
Neanderthals interbred thousands of years ago, almost all modern humans carry a small amount
of Neanderthal DNA. Scientists have discovered that most Europeans and Asians have at least 2
percent Neanderthal DNA, and people with African backgrounds have about .5 percent.



Zaila Avant-garde is 2021 Spelling Bee Champion
Every year, many people look forward to watching the Scripps National Spelling Bee.

This contest is shown on ESPN. The 2020 contest was cancelled, due to COVID-19 precautions.
But the Bee was back in 2021, although it was moved to Orlando, Florida. It is usually held in
Washington, D.C. This year’s winner is Zaila Avant-garde — zah-EE-lah ah-vahnt-gahrd —, a
14-year-old from Harvey, Louisiana. The last time she competed in the National Spelling Bee, as
a 12-year-old, Zaila tied for 370th place. Since then, however, she has been studying extremely
hard. She usually puts in about seven hours of spelling practice every day, covering 13,000
words during that time.

Her path to the championship involved spelling some very hard words. When Zaila
spelled her final word, “ m u r r a y a ” — murr-EYEah — she became the first African
American winner in the history of the Scripps National Spelling Bee. For her win, she received
the first-place prize of $50,000. This is not the first time Zaila Avant-garde has gotten national
attention. She already holds three Guinness World Records for her basketball-handling skills!
One of these records involved dribbling SIX balls, all at the same time, for 30 seconds. After her
Spelling Bee victory, several colleges offered Zaila full scholarships. She is flattered by this
attention, but she plans to attend Harvard College when she graduates from high school. Zaila is
also eyeing a future in the WNBA and a job with NASA.



Country of the Week: South Sudan
South Sudan is a country in East Africa. It is the youngest country in the world, having

been formed as an independent nation in 2011. It used to be part of another country. Around 12
million people live in South Sudan. Tropical forests cover much of South Sudan. The White
Nile, a tributary of the Nile River, runs straight through the country, creating large swampy areas
and marshes in its wake.

These forests and wetlands support many kinds of animal life. One of the largest wildlife
migrations in the world takes place annually in South Sudan, when more than 1 million antelope
come through the country. There are also many species of birds in South Sudan, including the
African fish eagle. The African fish eagle is the national animal of South Sudan. It is similar in
appearance to a famous North American bird, the bald eagle.

Juba is the capital and the largest city in South Sudan. It has a population of just over
500,000 people, and it is the political and cultural center of the country. The largest airport in
South Sudan is located in Juba, and this airport is the major point of entry for much of the
international aid that comes into the country. South Sudan’s economy is heavily dependent on oil
exports. Exports of agricultural products like cotton, teak, and mangoes, as well as mineral
resources like copper and iron ore, are also important to the country’s economy. However, South
Sudan also borrowed a lot of money from European countries and NGOs to build up its
infrastructure, and now the country is saddled with debt that has hampered its economic growth.
Salva Kiir Mayardit has been the president of South Sudan since 2011.



South Sudan is one of the oldest inhabited regions on Earth, and it has been home to
many civilizations for thousands of years. Beginning in 1899, Sudan and South Sudan were put
together as one colony under Egyptian and British control. In 1956, Egypt and the UK granted
independence to the whole area, and it became one country just called Sudan. But there were
many conflicts within the country even after independence.

Sudan endured two long civil wars between government forces based in the north and
rebel groups in the south. Then, in 2011, the government decided to allow those in the south to
hold a referendum to decide if they wanted to secede from Sudan and form their own country. In
the 2011 Independence Referendum, more than 98 percent of South Sudanese voted in favor of
independence, and South Sudan officially became independent that same year. Even after South
Sudanese independence, however, there have been many issues within the country, and between
2014 and 2020 there was a destructive civil war that claimed hundreds of thousands of lives.
Today, the political situation in South Sudan has improved, but it is still an unstable nation. On
the country’s 10th anniversary, President Kiir promised the people no more war. However, about
60 percent of the population suffers from severe food shortages. Christianity is the dominant
religion in South Sudan. Many South Sudanese people also practice traditional African religions,
and even the Christianity practiced in the country is influenced by traditional African spirituality.
South Sudan has produced several internationally famous athletes, including many NBA players.
Luol Deng, who was born in South Sudan, was in the NBA from 2004 until 2019.



This Week in History: The death of John Dillinger
The man shown below was the first person in America’s history to be known as “Public

Enemy Number One.” He went on one of America’s most famous crime sprees before he was
killed in Chicago on July 22nd, 1934. John Dillinger was born in 1903 in Indiana and raised
there. He often fought with his father, and was a bully and a rebel even as a child. He enlisted in
the Navy, but deserted a few months later and was dishonorably discharged. Dillinger soon
drifted into crime. When he was 21, he and a friend robbed a grocery store of $50. He was
convicted and received a harsh sentence of 10 to 20 years. He was released from prison in 1933
after serving eight years. It was the height of the Depression. With no chance of getting a job, he
turned to crime again. He formed a gang that robbed 12 banks and police arsenals in the Midwest
in a little over a year. During this time, his gang helped him escape from two different prisons as
well. The legend of John Dillinger grew with every robbery, especially since banks were so
unpopular during the Depression.

In January 1934, Dillinger shot and killed a police officer. This was the only person he
ever murdered. Dillinger later said he felt bad about it, but had no choice because the officer was
shooting at him. The FBI organized a nationwide manhunt for him. Agents learned that Dillinger
would be attending a movie at Chicago’s Biograph Theater on July 22, 1934. An informant
known as Anna Sage accompanied Dillinger to the movie. She wore a bright orange dress, which
looked red to bystanders, so agents would recognize her. When the movie was over, agents
approached the “Lady in Red” and the man walking with her. Ordered to stop, Dillinger pulled
his weapon and tried to run. Dillinger was killed in a hail of bullets. He was only 31 years old.
The picture at right shows Chicagoans gathered around the Biograph Theater later that night.





Remembering When…
Most libraries have changed a great deal since we were young. They now feature movies

on DVD, rows of compact discs and audio books, computers for looking up information, and
many other things we never dreamed of when we were growing up. Many libraries also offer
e-books, or electronic books that can only be read on a digital device. Some libraries are even
getting rid of their actual physical books.

This week, we remember libraries the way they used to be: quiet places full of books,
where we could learn about most everything in the world. Do you remember what your local
library looked like? Was it housed in a beautiful old building, or something simpler? Did it have
a certain smell and feel? What were its most striking details? For many of us, our first memory
of the library was getting a library card. Unlike today’s slick plastic bar-coded cards, they were
typed and hand-written. Signing your name to a library card was a major event. It meant you
were growing up and entering the world of knowledge. It also meant accepting responsibility;
you had to promise to pay fines on overdue books, and to replace any materials you lost.

Many of us visited the library once a week, when we’d stock up on books for the week.
And a bookmobile, like the one shown here, was the perfect solution for those of us who lived in
rural areas.



Sometimes the library would hold special events, which may have included a librarian reading to
groups of young people, as shown in the photo here. There was no such thing as a computer
database then either — if you wanted to find something specific, you had to look it up in the card
catalog. You could also look at books in the other sections: the adult stacks, the reference
collection, and the periodicals area. If your library was big enough, you could also sit at a table
and read, or do research for a school theme or paper. Bringing your books up to the counter was
a great feeling. For each book, you often had to sign your name on a small card that went into the
library’s filing system. One of these cards is shown here, for a school library book called
“English Fairy Tales.” Look carefully at the top signature. Can you read it? (It is signed “Elvis
Presley,” and it’s his first known autograph.)

One thing hasn’t changed from those times to now — the feeling of going home with new
library books to read. These books taught us about faraway places, or about our community and
state and country. They introduced us to poetry, to drama, to fiction and nonfiction books. But
what we mostly learned about was ourselves.












