
Man in the News
He grew up in the state of Georgia. After serving in the Navy, he took over his family’s

peanut-farming business and entered state politics. As a Democrat, he was elected governor of
Georgia in 1971, and then surprised everyone with a successful run for the presidency in 1976.

His one term in the White House was a difficult one. The country was in a recession, and
had several international problems. Since leaving office, however, he has had many
accomplishments, and is considered one of the most successful ex-presidents in history. He
started a center to end disease, hunger, poverty, and oppression around the world. In 2002, he
was rewarded with the Nobel Peace Prize. He is still very active with his center and Habitat for
Humanity. He is the longest-living president in U.S. history, having turned 96 last October. This
year, a new documentary film argues that he was one of the most farsighted and “misunderstood”
presidents in history..

(Jimmy Carter)



D.C. Statehood: Just a vote away?
Washington, D.C., our nation’s capital, has a population of 698,545, according to the

2020 Census. This makes Washington the 20th largest city in the U.S. But this city’s residents
have long been unhappy about their lack of representation in the U.S. Congress. Why are
Washingtonians treated differently from other Americans? (They have no voting representatives
in Congress because they live in the District of Columbia instead of a state.)

The House of Representatives has just passed a bill called H.R. 51, which would make
Washington, D.C. the 51st state. In this bill, D.C. would now stand for “Douglass
Commonwealth,” after the man shown here. What do you know about Frederick Douglass? (He
escaped slavery in Maryland and became one of the top abolitionists and civil rights activists in
the country during the 1800s.) Under this bill, there would still be a much smaller federal district
containing the White House, the Capital, and other federal buildings. Eleanor Holmes Norton is
D.C.’s delegate to the House of Representatives. She has no voting powers in the House, but she
can introduce and sponsor bills, which she did with H.R. 51. What do you think she is saying in
the quote below? The Democrats Controlled House also passed H.R. 51 last year, but it never
came up for a vote in the Senate, because the Senate was controlled by Republicans until
January.



Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 of the U.S. Constitution provided for a separate national
capital, formed by parts of two other states. What states do you think these were? (Maryland and
Virginia.) The Founding Fathers thought the nation’s capital should not be controlled by partisan
politics, so they created a territory called the District of Columbia.

At first, D.C. residents had the same voting rights as any other U.S. citizens. But in 1801,
Congress passed the Organic Act, placing the entire District of Columbia under congressional
control — and taking away voting rights from the people who lived in the district. It was not
until 1961 that Washingtonians won back the right to vote in federal elections with the passage of
the 23rd Amendment. But without a vote in Congress, D.C. residents still feel like second-class
citizens.

In the year 2000, the district’s license plates started featuring a famous American political
slogan. What is the significance of “Taxation Without Representation”? (This phrase was used
during the American Revolution to protest British taxes on colonists who had no voice in
Parliament.)

According to a 2014 survey, District of Columbia taxpayers contribute more than $26
billion to the U.S. government every year — more than 22 other U.S. states. But the district only
received $3.5 billion in federal funds in return that year.



Washington, D.C. has a higher population than either Wyoming or Vermont, both of
which have two senators and a representative. The district also contributes more to the U.S. GDP
than 16 “real” states. What does GDP stand for? (Gross domestic product.) Washingtonians also
pay more federal taxes per capita than people in any “official” state. Despite these factors, they
have little control over their own lives; any decision made by the city’s government can be
overruled by Congress.

One blatant example of this was the miscommunication between the district and the
federal government during the January 6th riots at the Capital Building. Which of these is the
strongest argument for D.C. statehood, in your opinion? Despite these arguments, Republican
officials are expected to invoke the filibuster against H.R. 51. How many votes are needed to
overturn a filibuster? (Sixty.) Some of these politicians say they want to honor the original intent
of a nonpartisan federal district. Other Republican senators have stated that D.C. statehood is just
a plot to add two new Democrats to the Senate. Washington, D.C.’s population is 46 percent
Black, a demographic strongly tied to the Democratic Party. Some Democrats say the city’s
racial diversity is a major reason that the district is not already a state. They point out that, if
admitted, Washington would have the highest percentage of African Americans of any U.S. state.







“My Octopus Teacher” wins Oscar for Best Documentary
Recently, the Netflix documentary “My Octopus Teacher” was given the Academy Award

for Best Documentary. The poster for the film is shown here. Have you seen this movie? If so,
what did you think? The film follows documentary filmmaker Craig Foster as he spends every
day for a year free diving off the coast of Cape Town, South Africa. During that time, Foster
encounters a wild octopus, and over time, the two begin to form a connection.

Octopuses belong to a family of animals known as cephalopods. Cephalopods are aquatic
animals known for their large heads and many legs or tentacles. Squid and cuttlefish are also
cephalopods. “My Octopus Teacher” demonstrates how intelligent these animals can be, and how
much humans have to gain from forming connections with the natural world. What do you think
the film’s name means? The film explores one of the most unusual examples of an interspecies
relationship ever documented.

However, scientists have documented many other cases in which humans and animals
have formed bonds with each other. But, interspecies relationships don’t always involve humans.
Many animals, both in the wild and in captivity, have established strong bonds with members of
other species. The filmmakers behind “My Octopus Teacher” hope that by shedding light on one
extraordinary interspecies bond, they can encourage people to protect our planet, and all of its
residents.



The word octopus comes from the Greek words meaning “eight foot.” Behind an
octopus’s head is its mantle. The mantle contains all of the octopus’s major organs. By jetting
water out of a siphon in its mantle, an octopus can quickly propel itself through the water. Most
of the time though, they get around by crawling on the ocean floor. Octopuses are highly
intelligent. Scientists have found they can navigate mazes, use tools, and learn by observing
other octopuses, They have also been observed building their own shelters from found objects
like shells.

Octopuses are invertebrates. This allows them to squeeze through tight spaces, which can
be a useful way to escape predators. Octopuses have even been known to escape from aquariums
this way. Octopuses mostly eat shellfish. They are preyed on by seals, whales, sharks, and eels.
But they have evolved a range of defenses. First, they are masters of camouflage, able to change
their skin pattern and color to blend in with their surroundings. They can also release a cloud of
black ink into the water, making it hard for predators to see or smell them. If a predator does grab
them they can even detach from one of their arms and regrow a new one in its place. And you
wouldn’t want to get near the blue-ringed octopus shown here. It is one of the world’s deadliest
animals. One bite from this tiny octopus can kill an adult human in minutes.



CDC provides new mask recommendations as 30% of U.S. fully vaccinated
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or CDC, recently released new

recommendations for mask-wearing during the COVID-19 pandemic. The new guidelines were
created in response to the growing number of Americans who are fully vaccinated. The CDC
now says that vaccinated adults can socialize without a mask indoors and outdoors with other
people who are also vaccinated, but they recommended still wearing a mask to large outdoor
events where unvaccinated people might be present. The organization still recommends that
vaccinated people wear a mask when spending time indoors in public spaces.

Currently, about 30 percent of Americans are fully vaccinated, with more than half of all
U.S. adults having received at least one dose. Looking at the chart, what do you notice about the
vaccination rate in the U.S.? (It has been dropping recently.) Why do you think that is
happening?

One of the reasons for the drop-off was a decision made by health officials to temporarily
pause the Johnson & Johnson vaccine due to a very small number of cases of women getting
blood clots after receiving the vaccine. Additionally, surveys have shown that around 30 percent
of Americans have some vaccine hesitancy. What do you think is behind this hesitancy? But
health officials stress that vaccines are the best way for the country and the world to reach herd
immunity, and prevent the development of new variants.



While fewer people in the U.S. are choosing to get vaccinated, many countries around the
world are struggling to get vaccines to those that need them. As a result, COVID-19 infections
are on the rise around the globe. Looking at the map, what are some of the countries currently
facing COVID19 surges?

South America and India are currently facing some of the worst COVID surges since the
pandemic began. India recently surpassed 20 million infections and over 220,000 deaths from the
virus, although health officials believe those numbers could be much higher than reported.
Meanwhile, Brazil recently surpassed 13 million infections, and Paraguay and Uruguay reported
record numbers of COVID-related deaths.

Health officials have identified several primary causes for the recent surges. In many
countries, especially those that are poor or developing, vaccine rollouts have been slow.
Currently in India, only about 2.1 percent of the population has been fully vaccinated, while
Brazil has fully vaccinated only 6.8 percent of its population. In addition to the slow rollout,
these countries are also seeing new variants of the COVID-19 virus spreading rapidly. The virus
variants in India and Brazil are believed to be more contagious than previous versions of the
virus. Countries around the world have begun to send aid to India and other affected countries,
but experts believe cases are likely to increase until more people receive the vaccine.















Bisa Butler’s textile portraits in new exhibition
A new exhibition at the Art Institute of Chicago is attracting a lot of attention. This

exhibition showcases the work of textile artist Bisa Butler. What do you think a “textile artist”
does? (Uses fabrics to create art.)

Butler’s work shows not just her artistic skills, but her deep connection to Black artistic
and historical traditions. The two artworks shown here are part of the new collection. First, let’s
look at “The Equestrian” from 2019. What does the word “equestrian” mean? (Related to
horseback riding.) The subject is a young Black woman wearing a wildly colored outfit, with
many different patterns and textures that would never be worn together in real life. What does the
artist’s use of these patterns say about her subject? The details and depth of this piece makes it
look like a painting. But there is no paint on “The Equestrian,” or any of Butler’s other works.
She creates her pictures by sewing together many different fabrics. A single work often takes her
more than 100 hours! Butler often uses old black-and-white photographs as inspiration. She
creates her own version of a photograph by using textiles to modernize the image. You can see
how this works by comparing the photo here with her work “Southside Sunday Morning.” The
original photo was taken on Easter morning in 1945. What do you see here that is just like the
original picture? (The five boys and their arrangement.) What is different? (The car is removed,
there are now bright colors and a zigzag background.)



Bisa Butler grew up in New Jersey with an American mother and a father who had
emigrated from Ghana. She learned African American quilting techniques at a very young age.
But as Butler grew older, she thought she would have to switch to painting in order to pursue her
dream of being an artist. While attending college, she learned that there was such a thing as
“textile art.” How do you think her training in quilting helped to inform her decision? And, when
Butler got pregnant and discovered that the smell of paint made her nauseous, she put down her
brushes for good. Now, all she needs are scraps of fabric, a pair of razor-sharp scissors, and her
long-handled sewing machine that she calls “The Beast.”

Just as she learned quilting from her American family, Butler also learned to integrate the
bright fabrics of her African family into her art. From her quote here, why does she use African
textiles? (To show the connection of her subjects to their original heritage and demonstrate the
rich history of that heritage.)

Here, you see her use of kente cloth and other African fabrics in her portrait of a young
girl dancing, titled “Kamaria at the Savoy.” What is kente? (A Ghanaian fabric made from strips
of silk and cotton.) You can also see how these fabrics can lighten the mood of any subject: even
the famous 18th-century abolitionist who is the subject of “The Storm, the Whirlwind and the
Earthquake.”



Country of the Week: France
France is a Western European nation surrounded by Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany,

Switzerland, Monaco, Italy, Andorra, and Spain with a southern coast along the Mediterranean.
France also has dominion over several overseas territories, including French Guiana in South
America. France has a population of over 67 million people. The Mediterranean coast of the
country is sometimes called the French Riviera. This is a resort area that extends into
neighboring Monaco. It is known as a major vacation spot for the world’s wealthiest people.

Paris is the largest city and capital of France. Around 2 million people live in the city
itself with another 11 million in the surrounding suburbs. The city is one of the world’s major
cultural capitals, and it is the most-visited city in Europe. It is home to the world’s most popular
art museum, the Louvre, as well as many iconic buildings and landmarks. What landmark do you
notice in the photo? (The Eiffel Tower.) Paris is also a major economic hub, and most of France’s
largest businesses are headquartered there. France has one of the largest economies in the world.
It is the world’s most visited country, and much of its money comes from tourism. It also has a
large manufacturing sector and is a major producer of pharmaceuticals. France is also the largest
producer of agricultural goods in the European Union. Emmanuel Macron is the president of
France. He has been in office since 2017.



France was once broken up into a number of small kingdoms, but in the year 987 most of
the country was united into a single country led by the king Hugh Capet. Kings continued to rule
France for nearly 800 years, and by the late 1700s France was an absolute monarchy. In 1789,
the king, Louis XVI, and queen, Marie Antoinette, were very unpopular, and the French people
rose up and revolted. This turned into the French Revolution, during which the king and queen
were deposed and executed by a revolutionary council led by Maximilien Robespierre.

The council wrote a new constitution and gave French people rights they didn’t have
before. But the revolution soon devolved into chaos, and many of its leaders were also executed.

This left an opening for a young army general, Napoleon Bonaparte, to seize power in
1799. Napoleon declared himself Emperor of France in 1804, and he eventually conquered most
of Europe. In 1815, he suffered his final defeat at Waterloo and spent the rest of his life in exile.
French art has been hugely influential. Many art movements were started in France, including
Impressionism. What is Impressionism? (An artistic style that portrays its subjects as they appear
at one particular moment in time.)

French cuisine is famous around the world. Some French foods include baguettes,
croissants, and the vegetable dish ratatouille, shown here. France is also known for its wines and
cheeses.





This Week in History

On May 16th, 1940, a new invention called nylon stockings became commercially
available nationwide. Nylons were an immediate hit with American women for their silky texture
and durability. But these stockings were just the beginning for nylon, which was the world’s first
totally manmade fiber. This substance has been used in many different ways since then. For most
of history, the fabrics that people used for clothing — like wool, cotton, and silk — came from
plants and animals. But in the late 1800s, a French scientist created a kind of “artificial silk” out
of wood and other plant products. that became known as rayon. As hemlines began to rise in the
1920s and 1930s, women began to wear flesh-colored sheer stockings. Do you know what these
stockings were made of? (Silk or rayon.)

In 1935, scientist Wallace H. Carothers invented a rubberlike material he called “Polymer
6-6” at the DuPont company headquarters in Wilmington, Delaware. This substance was both
flexible and strong, making it perfect for commercial use. DuPont scientists spent several years
figuring out all the possibilities of this material, as well as products that would appeal to the
public. The company announced this miracle fabric, renamed “nylon,” to the world in 1938 using
advertisements like the one shown here. Do you think “nylon” was a better name than “Polymer
6-6”?



DuPont soon realized that they had a fabric that would work very well for women’s
hosiery, or stockings, which had become a necessary part of a woman’s wardrobe. In 1939,
DuPont displayed nylon stockings at the New York World’s Fair and the Golden Gate
International Exposition in San Francisco. The next year, on May 16th, 1940, four million pairs
of brown nylon stockings went on sale in stores across the country for the first time. They were
priced at about $1.15 a pair and sold out in two days. Why do you think these stockings were so
popular? Unlike silk stockings, nylon stockings were stretchy, easy to wash, and didn’t rip easily.
By 1942, however, nylons were difficult to find. Can you guess why? (The U.S. government
started using nylon to make military supplies.)

Here, you see donated nylon stockings ready to be recycled into wartime materials such
as tents and ropes. Another picture here shows U.S. paratroopers entering the Netherlands during
the war using nylon parachutes. What are “paratroopers”? (Members of the military who are
trained in the use of parachutes.) Some historians have even said that nylon was one of the main
reasons that the U.S. military prevailed in World War Two.

After the war, demand for nylon stockings skyrocketed again. DuPont couldn’t produce
nylons fast enough for the long lines of women who waited outside stores for them. Fights broke
out during some shortages; newspaper headlines called them “the nylon riots.” Do you think this
name was accurate, or was the media just playing it up? By then, however, enterprising scientists
had already started to figure out many other ways to use nylon. This substance can form
surprisingly durable everyday items, from combs to guitar strings and fishing line. Nylon is
common as a clothing material, either by itself or interwoven with cotton or wool. It is also used
to make screws, bolts, gaskets, car parts, and other industrial materials. And nylon filaments are
also very important for 3-D printing.



Remembering When…
Anthony Hopkins won the Oscar for Best Actor — at the age of 83! One of the big

surprises at this year’s Academy Awards came at the very end of the ceremony. Many people
assumed that the late Chadwick Boseman would win Best Actor for his role in “Ma Rainey’s
Black Bottom.” However, the 83-year-old actor Anthony Hopkins was announced as the winner
for his part in a film called “The Father.” With this win, Hopkins became the oldest person to
win an Academy Award for acting. Do you still follow the Oscars? Why or why not?

Philip Anthony Hopkins was born in 1937 into a working-class family in Port Talbot,
Wales. Hopkins did not want to become a baker like his father, but an academic career was out of
the question, as he was always more interested in music and painting than in his schoolwork. He
was also bullied a lot as a child, both by schoolmates and his crusty Welsh grandfather.

Hopkins was always very good at imitating other people, a skill that helped him get into
drama college in Cardiff. He graduated at the age of 20 and spent two years in the British Army
to fulfill his national service duties. Hopkins spent the next five years as a repertory actor. In
1965, Hopkins got to audition for one of England’s most famous stage and screen actors, who
was the head of the Royal National Theatre in London. Can you guess who this actor was?
(Laurence Olivier.) Olivier took the young actor under his wing as an understudy. Soon, Anthony
Hopkins was winning important theatrical roles of his own as well.



Above, you see him in a 1972 production of “MacBeth,” in which Diana Rigg played the
infamous Lady MacBeth. In 1968, Hopkins got his big break transitioning in to films, playing
Richard the Lionheart in “Lion in Winter.” He was nominated for a BAFTA Award for Best
Supporting Actor for this role.

Unbeknownst to most people, however, he was struggling with alcoholism. But he
entered treatment in 1975, and has been sober since. After moving to Hollywood, Hopkins
starred in horror films such as “Audrey Rose” and “Magic.” In 1980, he was widely recognized
for his work as the doctor in the movie “The Elephant Man.” Did you ever see this film? After
this triumph, he got more roles that matched his immense talent , including a series of highly
acclaimed MerchantIvory films based on classic novels, such as “Howard’s End” and “Remains
of the Day.” Hopkins astounded co-workers and directors with his intense preparation for each
role, often going over every line more than 200 times before filming began. In 1992, Hopkins
won his most iconic role as Dr. Hannibal Lecter in the movie “The Silence of the Lambs.”
Hopkins was so terrifying in this role that he won his first Oscar for Best Actor even though he
only appeared on screen for 16 minutes.

The next year, he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth the Second, becoming Sir Anthony
Hopkins. Hopkins has described his role in “The Father” as one of the best, and most
challenging, acting experiences in his entire life. He plays an elderly man struggling with
dementia who rejects all help from his daughter and caregivers. Over the course of the film, the
audience sees things from his character’s perspective, going through all the same confused
emotions that his character has. Many reviewers regard Hopkins’ role in “The Father” as the best
work he has ever done. Would you like to see this movie? Why or why not?

Today, Hopkins splits his time between California and Wales, and has several acting
projects lined up. Last year, he was thrilled to star in a movie called “Elyse,” directed by his third
wife, Stella. But he spends just as much time on painting and making music. He also is a notable
philanthropist. He has donated some of his paintings to raise money for literacy programs; works
with No Kid Hungry, a charity to end hunger; and is active in environmental causes.


















































