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Welcome & Zoom Housekeeping

Good morning everyone!
We have a wonderful morning of music and fun ahead.

Please remember to put your mic on “mute”
before we start singing as it isn’t possible to truly

sing together over Zoom.

The Zoom “chat” feature is on and songbook notes 
are there for our ukulele players.

If you have requests for future Sing Along with Gloria
programs, please enter them in chat.

Here we go…



Creedence Clearwater Revival was an American rock band 

which recorded and performed from 1959 to 1972. The band 

originally consisted of John Fogerty, lead vocalist, lead guitarist, 

and primary songwriter; his brother, Tom Fogerty, rhythm 

guitarist; Stu Cook, bassist; and Doug Clifford, drummer. These 

four members played together beginning in 1959, first as the Blue 

Velvets and later as the Golliwogs. The band settled on the name, 

Creedence Clearwater Revival in 1967.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fogerty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Fogerty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stu_Cook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doug_Clifford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blue_Velvets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Golliwogs


Intro to Opening Song: 

The band's final album, 

Mardi Gras, was 

released in April 1972. 

John Fogerty did a cover 

of a song Gene Pitney

originally wrote for Ricky 

Nelson. Both Gene 

Pitney and Cayet 

Mangiaracina are 

credited with writing 

Hello Mary Lou.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mardi_Gras_(album)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gene_Pitney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ricky_Nelson


Hello Mary Lou
(Red Book, p. 30)

Hello, Mary Lou, goodbye, heart
See Mary Lou, I’m so in love with you
I knew, Mary Lou, we’d never part
So hello, Mary Lou, goodbye, heart

You passed me by one sunny day,
flashed those big brown eyes my way
And oh, I wanted you forevermore
Now, I’m not one that gets around,
I swear my feet stuck to the sound
And though I never did meet you before…I said (chorus)

I saw your lips, I heard your voice,
Believe me, I just had no choice
Wild horses couldn’t make me stay away
I‘ve though about a moonlit night,
Arms around you good an’ tight
That’s all I had to see for me to say…hey, hey (chorus)



Intro to Song #1: 

The band had a San Francisco Bay Area origin and played in a Southern rock 

style, with lyrics about bayous, catfish, the Mississippi River and other popular 

elements of Southern United States iconography. Their musical style 

encompassed roots rock, swamp rock, blues rock, Southern rock, country 

rock, and blue-eyed soul. The band's songs rarely dealt with romantic love, 

concentrating instead on political and socially conscious lyrics about topics 

such as the Vietnam War.

The band performed at the 1969 Woodstock festival in Upstate New York, 

and was the first major act signed to appear there. Our first song is the first of 

3 songs for today that CCR sang at Woodstock. Billboard described "Proud 

Mary" as a "driving blues item with a strong beat.”

In a 1969 interview, Fogerty said that he wrote it in the two days after he was 

discharged from the National Guard. John explained that he liked 

Beethoven's Fifth Symphony and wanted to open a song with a similar intro 

(descending by a third), implying the way "Proud Mary" opens with the 

repeated C chord to A chord. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Bay_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayou
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catfish
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roots_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swamp_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue-eyed_soul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opposition_to_United_States_involvement_in_the_Vietnam_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodstock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upstate_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billboard_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beethoven%27s_Fifth_Symphony


Proud Mary
(Brown, p. 95; Easy Uke, p. 55)

Left a good job in the city

Workin’ for the Man every night and day

And I never lost one minute of sleepin’

Worryin’ ‘bout the way things might have been

Big wheel keep on turnin’, Proud Mary keep on burnin’

Rollin’…rollin’…rollin’ on the river (Tag to end)

Cleaned a lot of plates in Memphis

Pumped a lot of pain down in New Orleans

But I never saw the good side of a city

’Til I hitched a ride on a riverboat queen (chorus)

If you come down to the river

Bet you gonna find some people who live

You don’t have to worry ‘cause you have no money

People on the river are happy to give (chorus to end)



Intro to Song #2: CCR's music is 

still a staple of U.S. classic rock

radio airplay; 28 million CCR

records have been sold in the U.S. 

alone. Rolling Stone ranked them 

82nd on its 100 Greatest Artists of 

all time.

Our second song is from the  

Creedence Woodstock 

performance in 1969. Songwriter 

John Fogerty set this song in the 

South, despite neither having lived 

nor widely traveled there. "Born on 

the Bayou" is an example of 

"swamp rock".

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classic_rock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playlist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolling_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolling_Stone%27s_100_Greatest_Artists_of_All_Time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fogerty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swamp_rock


Born On the Bayou

When I was just a little boy, Standin’ to my Daddy’s knee

My poppa said, “Son, don’t let the man get you an’

Do what he done to me

‘cause he’ll get you (2X)

And I can remember the fourth of July

Runnin’ through the backwood, bare

And I can still her my old hound dog barkin’

Chasin’ down a hoodoo there (2X)

Born on the bayou 3X



Wish I was back on the bayou, Rollin’ with 

some Cajun queen

Wishin’ I were a fast fringe train

Just a chuggin’ on down to New Orleans

Born on the bayou 3X

I can remember the fourth of July

Runnin’ through the backwood, bare

Chasin’ down a hoodoo there (2X)

Born on the bayou 3X



Intro to Song #3: 

Our third song today from 

Creedence performance at 

Woodstock. Song written by 

John Fogerty in 1969. The last 

line of the chorus, "there's a 

bad moon on the rise", is 

sometimes misheard as 

"there's a bathroom on the 

right". Fogerty occasionally 

sung the misheard lyric in 

concert.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mondegreen


Bad Moon Rising
(Toast to Uke, p. 78; Easy Uke, p. 14)

I see the bad moon a risin’

I see trouble on the way

I see earthquakes and lightnin’

I see bad times today

Don’t go around tonight, it’s bound to take your life

There’s a bad moon on the rise

I hear hurricanes a blowin’

I know the end is comin’ soon

I fear rivers overflowin’

I hear the voice of rage and ruin (chorus)

Hope you got your things together

Hope you are quite prepared to die

Looks like we’re in for nasty weather

One eye is taken for an eye (chorus 2X)



Intro to Song #4: 

This song chronicles the tale of a 

fictional band Willy and the Poor Boys, 

and how they play on street corners to 

cheer people up and ask for nickels

(equivalent to $0.35 in 2019).  Fogerty’s 

inspiration was his favorite Disney 

character, Winnie the Pooh. Winnie the 

Pooh became Winnie the Pooh and the 

pooh Boys became Willie and the Poor 

Boys. The harp is a harmonica, the 

Kalamazoo was a budget brand from 

Gibson and then there is the gut bass 

made out of a wash tub. 

Billboard described the single as having 

"an infectious calypso beat.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nickel_(United_States_coin)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billboard_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calypso_music


Down on the Corner
(Blue, p. 35; Easy Uke, p. 27)

Early in the evenin’ just about supper time

Over by the courthouse, they’re startin’ to unwind

Four kids on the corner tryin’ to bring you up

Will picks a tune out and he blows it on the harp

Down on the corner, out in the street

Willy and the Poorboys are playin’, bring a nickel, tap your feet

Rooster hits the washboard and people just gotta smile

Blinkey thumps the gut bass and solos for a while

Poorboy twangs the rhythm out on his Kalamazoo

And Willy goes into a dance, doubles on kazoo (chorus)

You don’t need a penny just to hang around

But if you’ve go a nickel, won’t you lay your money down?

Over on the corner, there’s a happy noise

People come from all around to watch the magic boys (chorus 2X)



Intro to Song #5:

This traditional song was 

historically performed in the 

country-blues style from the 

viewpoint of the prisoner.   

Like so many American folk 

songs, its hero is not a man 

but a train." The light of the 

train is seen as the light of 

salvation, the train which 

could take them away from 

the prison walls.



Midnight Special
(Blue, p. 83)

Well, you wake up in the mornin’, you hear the work bell ring

And they march you to the table, you see the same old thing

Ain’t no food upon the table, and no fork up in the pan

But you better not complain, boy, you get in trouble with the man

Let the Midnight special shine a light on me 3X

Let the midnight special shine ‘er ever-lovin’ light on me

Yonder come Miss Rosie. How in the world did you know?

By the way she wears her apron, and the clothes she wore

Umbrella on her shoulder, piece of paper in her hand

She come to see the gov’ner, she wants to free her man (chorus)

If you’re ever in Houston, whoa, you better do right

You better not gamble, you better not fight

Whoa, the sheriff he’ll grab you, and the boys’ll bring you down

Next thing you know boy, whoa, you’re prison bound (to chorus to end)



Intro to Song #6:  

Written by Huddie 

Ledbetter (Lead Belly), 

the recording was 

released in 1940. The 

song was on CCR’s 4th 

studio album, Willy and 

the Poor Boys, Fantasy 

Records, released in 

1969.



Cotton Fields

When I was a little-bitty baby

My mama would rock me in the cradle

In them old cotton fields back home

It was down in Louisiana 

Just about a mile from Texarkana

In them old cotton fields back home

Oh, when them cotton bolls get rotten

You can’t pick very much cotton

In them old cotton fields back home

(back to verse 2)

(End: tag last line)



Intro to Song #7: 

Our next song was written by 

John Fogerty. It is on CCR’s 

1970 album, Cosmo's Factory. 

Lyrically, the song breaks into 

three verses, with a historical, 

recent past, and present tense 

approach. All three verses 

allude to a sense of unending 

malaise, pondered by "good 

men through the ages", "Five 

Year Plans and New 

Deals/wrapped in golden 

chains", and the Woodstock 

generation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fogerty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmo%27s_Factory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five-Year_Plans_for_the_National_Economy_of_the_Soviet_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Deal


Who’ll Stop the Rain
(Blue p. 124)

Long as I remember, the rain been comin’ down

Clouds of mystery pourin’ confusion on the ground

Good men through the ages, tryin’ to find the sun

And I wonder, still I wonder, who’ll stop the rain

I went down Virginia, seekin’ shelter from the storm

Caught up in the fable, I watched the tower grow

Five-year plans and new deals, wrapped in golden chains

And I wonder, still I wonder, who’ll stop the rain

Heard the singers playin’, how we cheered for more

The crowd had rushed together, tryin’ to keep warm

Still the rain kept pourin’, fallin’ on my ears

And I wonder, still I wonder, who’ll stop the rain



Into to Song #8: 

Our next song was included on CCR’s fifth album, 

Cosmo's Factory, released in 1970.

The song's lyrics, filled with colorful, dream-like 

imagery, lead some to believe that it is about drugs. 

According to the drug theory, the "flying spoon" was 

a reference to a cocaine or heroin spoon, and the 

crazy animal images were an acid trip.

Fogerty, however, has stated in interviews that the 

song was actually written for his then three-year-old 

son, Josh. Fogerty has also said that the reference 

to a parade passing by was inspired by the Dr. 

Seuss book And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry 

Street.

Country singer Buck Owens is mentioned in this 

song, and the music reflects some of the Bakersfield 

(California) sound Owens made famous. (There are 

lots of interesting lyrics to listen for in this song!)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmo%27s_Factory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cocaine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heroin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acid_trip
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._Seuss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/And_to_Think_That_I_Saw_It_on_Mulberry_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buck_Owens


Lookin’ Out My Back Door
(Uke Grab Bag, p. 61)

Just got home from Illinois, lock the front door, oh boy!

Got to sit down, take a rest on the porch

Imagination set in, pretty soon I’m singin’

Doo singing, doo, lookin’ out my back door

There’s a giant doin’ cartwheels, a statue wearin’ high heels 

Look at all the happy creatures dancin’ on the lawn

A dinosaur Victrola list’nin’ to Buck Owens

Doo listening, doo, lookin’ out my back door

Tambourines & elephants are playin’ in the band

Won’t you take a ride on the flyin’ spoon?

Wondrous apparition provided by magical

Doo flying, doo, lookin’ out my back door

Forward troubles Illinois, lock the front door, oh boy!

Look at all the happy creatures dancing on the lawn

Bother me tomorrow, today I’ll find no sorrow 

Doo flying, doo, lookin’ out my back door



Announcements?

Updates?

Questions?

Requests?









Our closing song written by 

John Fogerty and released 

as a single in 1971 and 

from the album Pendulum

(1970) by Creedence 

Clearwater Revival. 

Fogerty at one point said 

the song was about the 

rising tension within CCR. 

The band split up in 

October the following year 

after the release of the 

album Mardi Gras.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fogerty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pendulum_(Creedence_Clearwater_Revival_album)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creedence_Clearwater_Revival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mardi_Gras_(album)


Have You Ever Seen the Rain?
(Blue, p. 45)

Someone told me long ago

There’s a calm before the storm. I know

And it’s been comin’ for sometime

When it’s over, so they say

It’ll rain a sunny day. I know

Shinin’ down like water

I want to know, have you ever seen the rain? (2X)

Comin’ down on a sunny day?

Yesterday and days before

Sun is cold and rain is hard. I know

Been that way for all my time

’Til forever on it  goes

Through the circle fast and slow. I know

And it can’t stop, I wonder

(Repeat chorus 2X)



“Good to sing together!  Let’s do 

this again two weeks from today 

on Tuesday, May 18 at 11 am.”  



Thank you, Gloria Soliz!
www.DalyCitySeniors.org

www.Facebook.com/DalyCitySeniors
acooney@dalycity.org
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http://www.dalycityseniors.org/
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