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History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
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Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 
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course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 
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D.C. Statehood: Just a vote away?
Washington, D.C., our nation’s capital, has a population of 698,545, according to the

2020 Census. This makes Washington the 20th largest city in the U.S. But this city’s residents
have long been unhappy about their lack of representation in the U.S. Congress. Why are
Washingtonians treated differently from other Americans? (They have no voting representatives
in Congress because they live in the District of Columbia instead of a state.)

The House of Representatives has just passed a bill called H.R. 51, which would make
Washington, D.C. the 51st state. In this bill, D.C. would now stand for “Douglass
Commonwealth,” after the man shown here. What do you know about Frederick Douglass? (He
escaped slavery in Maryland and became one of the top abolitionists and civil rights activists in
the country during the 1800s.) Under this bill, there would still be a much smaller federal district
containing the White House, the Capital, and other federal buildings. Eleanor Holmes Norton is
D.C.’s delegate to the House of Representatives. She has no voting powers in the House, but she
can introduce and sponsor bills, which she did with H.R. 51. What do you think she is saying in
the quote below? The Democrats Controlled House also passed H.R. 51 last year, but it never
came up for a vote in the Senate, because the Senate was controlled by Republicans until
January.



Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 of the U.S. Constitution provided for a separate national
capital, formed by parts of two other states. What states do you think these were? (Maryland and
Virginia.) The Founding Fathers thought the nation’s capital should not be controlled by partisan
politics, so they created a territory called the District of Columbia.

At first, D.C. residents had the same voting rights as any other U.S. citizens. But in 1801,
Congress passed the Organic Act, placing the entire District of Columbia under congressional
control — and taking away voting rights from the people who lived in the district. It was not
until 1961 that Washingtonians won back the right to vote in federal elections with the passage of
the 23rd Amendment. But without a vote in Congress, D.C. residents still feel like second-class
citizens.

In the year 2000, the district’s license plates started featuring a famous American political
slogan. What is the significance of “Taxation Without Representation”? (This phrase was used
during the American Revolution to protest British taxes on colonists who had no voice in
Parliament.)

According to a 2014 survey, District of Columbia taxpayers contribute more than $26
billion to the U.S. government every year — more than 22 other U.S. states. But the district only
received $3.5 billion in federal funds in return that year.



Washington, D.C. has a higher population than either Wyoming or Vermont, both of
which have two senators and a representative. The district also contributes more to the U.S. GDP
than 16 “real” states. What does GDP stand for? (Gross domestic product.) Washingtonians also
pay more federal taxes per capita than people in any “official” state. Despite these factors, they
have little control over their own lives; any decision made by the city’s government can be
overruled by Congress.

One blatant example of this was the miscommunication between the district and the
federal government during the January 6th riots at the Capital Building. Which of these is the
strongest argument for D.C. statehood, in your opinion? Despite these arguments, Republican
officials are expected to invoke the filibuster against H.R. 51. How many votes are needed to
overturn a filibuster? (Sixty.) Some of these politicians say they want to honor the original intent
of a nonpartisan federal district. Other Republican senators have stated that D.C. statehood is just
a plot to add two new Democrats to the Senate. Washington, D.C.’s population is 46 percent
Black, a demographic strongly tied to the Democratic Party. Some Democrats say the city’s
racial diversity is a major reason that the district is not already a state. They point out that, if
admitted, Washington would have the highest percentage of African Americans of any U.S. state.







“My Octopus Teacher” wins Oscar for Best Documentary
Recently, the Netflix documentary “My Octopus Teacher” was given the Academy Award

for Best Documentary. The poster for the film is shown here. Have you seen this movie? If so,
what did you think? The film follows documentary filmmaker Craig Foster as he spends every
day for a year free diving off the coast of Cape Town, South Africa. During that time, Foster
encounters a wild octopus, and over time, the two begin to form a connection.

Octopuses belong to a family of animals known as cephalopods. Cephalopods are aquatic
animals known for their large heads and many legs or tentacles. Squid and cuttlefish are also
cephalopods. “My Octopus Teacher” demonstrates how intelligent these animals can be, and how
much humans have to gain from forming connections with the natural world. What do you think
the film’s name means? The film explores one of the most unusual examples of an interspecies
relationship ever documented.

However, scientists have documented many other cases in which humans and animals
have formed bonds with each other. But, interspecies relationships don’t always involve humans.
Many animals, both in the wild and in captivity, have established strong bonds with members of
other species. The filmmakers behind “My Octopus Teacher” hope that by shedding light on one
extraordinary interspecies bond, they can encourage people to protect our planet, and all of its
residents.



The word octopus comes from the Greek words meaning “eight foot.” Behind an
octopus’s head is its mantle. The mantle contains all of the octopus’s major organs. By jetting
water out of a siphon in its mantle, an octopus can quickly propel itself through the water. Most
of the time though, they get around by crawling on the ocean floor. Octopuses are highly
intelligent. Scientists have found they can navigate mazes, use tools, and learn by observing
other octopuses, They have also been observed building their own shelters from found objects
like shells.

Octopuses are invertebrates. This allows them to squeeze through tight spaces, which can
be a useful way to escape predators. Octopuses have even been known to escape from aquariums
this way. Octopuses mostly eat shellfish. They are preyed on by seals, whales, sharks, and eels.
But they have evolved a range of defenses. First, they are masters of camouflage, able to change
their skin pattern and color to blend in with their surroundings. They can also release a cloud of
black ink into the water, making it hard for predators to see or smell them. If a predator does grab
them they can even detach from one of their arms and regrow a new one in its place. And you
wouldn’t want to get near the blue-ringed octopus shown here. It is one of the world’s deadliest
animals. One bite from this tiny octopus can kill an adult human in minutes.



CDC provides new mask recommendations as 30% of U.S. fully vaccinated
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or CDC, recently released new

recommendations for mask-wearing during the COVID-19 pandemic. The new guidelines were
created in response to the growing number of Americans who are fully vaccinated. The CDC
now says that vaccinated adults can socialize without a mask indoors and outdoors with other
people who are also vaccinated, but they recommended still wearing a mask to large outdoor
events where unvaccinated people might be present. The organization still recommends that
vaccinated people wear a mask when spending time indoors in public spaces.

Currently, about 30 percent of Americans are fully vaccinated, with more than half of all
U.S. adults having received at least one dose. Looking at the chart, what do you notice about the
vaccination rate in the U.S.? (It has been dropping recently.) Why do you think that is
happening?

One of the reasons for the drop-off was a decision made by health officials to temporarily
pause the Johnson & Johnson vaccine due to a very small number of cases of women getting
blood clots after receiving the vaccine. Additionally, surveys have shown that around 30 percent
of Americans have some vaccine hesitancy. What do you think is behind this hesitancy? But
health officials stress that vaccines are the best way for the country and the world to reach herd
immunity, and prevent the development of new variants.



While fewer people in the U.S. are choosing to get vaccinated, many countries around the
world are struggling to get vaccines to those that need them. As a result, COVID-19 infections
are on the rise around the globe. Looking at the map, what are some of the countries currently
facing COVID19 surges?

South America and India are currently facing some of the worst COVID surges since the
pandemic began. India recently surpassed 20 million infections and over 220,000 deaths from the
virus, although health officials believe those numbers could be much higher than reported.
Meanwhile, Brazil recently surpassed 13 million infections, and Paraguay and Uruguay reported
record numbers of COVID-related deaths.

Health officials have identified several primary causes for the recent surges. In many
countries, especially those that are poor or developing, vaccine rollouts have been slow.
Currently in India, only about 2.1 percent of the population has been fully vaccinated, while
Brazil has fully vaccinated only 6.8 percent of its population. In addition to the slow rollout,
these countries are also seeing new variants of the COVID-19 virus spreading rapidly. The virus
variants in India and Brazil are believed to be more contagious than previous versions of the
virus. Countries around the world have begun to send aid to India and other affected countries,
but experts believe cases are likely to increase until more people receive the vaccine.
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Person in the News
She represents the entire state of Wyoming in the U.S. House of Representatives. Her

father was also the U.S. representative from Wyoming before becoming U.S. secretary of
defense and then serving as vice president for eight years. She is 54 years old. She worked for
the State Department for several years before obtaining her law degree at the University of
Chicago.

She moved to Wyoming in 2012 and mounted an unsuccessful Senate campaign two
years later. She has been a very conservative voice in her four years as Wyoming’s lone House
member, voting with Donald Trump nearly 93 percent of the time.

After the failed insurrection of January 6th, however, she was one of ten Republicans to
vote for Trump’s impeachment. Because of this, and her criticism of the former president, her
party voted last week to remove her from her position as the third ranking Republican in the
House.

(Rep. Liz Cheney.)





Census reveals slowest U.S. growth since Depression
The year 2020 was not your average year. With everything else going on, it was easy to

forget about the United States Census. But this national effort to count everyone in the U.S. is
actually one of the most important parts of our political process. What is so important about the
census? (The information helps people set political and financial policies, figure out where to put
important resources, and many other things.)

It will take months for the government to release all the information collected during last
year’s census. But we have learned a few things already. One of them is that the U.S. population
grew by 7.4 percent between 2010 and 2020. This might seem like a big increase. But it is
actually the smallest national population growth recorded since the Great Depression. Why do
you think the U.S. population might not be growing as fast as it used to?

Census numbers determine the number of U.S. representatives assigned to each state.
Every ten years, the individual state numbers change, based on how many people live in each
state. On the map below, the states shown in green will be gaining one representative. Which
states are shown in green? (Colorado, Florida, Montana, North Carolina, and Oregon.) One state,
shown here in blue, has grown so fast that it will be gaining two seats in the House. What state is
this? (Texas.) Why do you think these states are growing, relative to other places in the U.S.?
The states shown here in red are losing a seat. (California, Illinois, Michigan, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia.) This will be the first time that California has ever lost a seat in
the House. This is slightly surprising, since the state gained more than two million people in the
last decade. But California did not grow quite as fast as it has in every other census.



The early census numbers are revealing some other interesting patterns. For example,
most of the states with booming populations are located in the South and West, while states in
the East and Midwest were more likely to have had slower growth, or no growth at all. Can you
guess which state had the highest percentage of growth? (Utah, which grew by 18.3 percent over
the last ten years.)

The movement of Americans to the South and West is part of a longer trend in the United
States. Two other long-term population trends can be seen in the second bullet points below. The
U.S. birthrate has been lower than usual for much of the last decade. Why are Americans having
fewer children, in your opinion? And while medical progress has helped increase the life
expectancy of Americans over decades, life expectancy has actually gone down in recent years.
What are some reasons for this? (The opioid crisis, increase in suicides, and in 2020, the COVID
pandemic.)

Overall life expectancy in the U.S. was 78.8 years at the start of 2020, and was down to
77.8 years by the end of 2020. Many experts thought the census would show a huge rise in the
number of Hispanic Americans. But this did not happen on a national basis. Some states, like
Texas, recorded growth due to increasing Latino populations; others, however, seemed to level
off. Part of the reason for this might be a lower immigration rate. But some suspect that Latino
Americans were undercounted this year. One theory is that undocumented people might have
been afraid their information would be used to deport them, although census information is never
supposed to be used in this manner.















“Adopt a Gargoyle” program raises funds to rebuild Notre Dame
On April 15th, 2019, one of the most famous cathedrals in the world, the Cathedral of

Notre-Dame de Paris, caught fire and burned for nearly 15 hours.
The fire destroyed the cathedral’s spire and damaged much of the roof. The cathedral,

which normally draws more than thirteen million tourists each year, is now being prepared for
reconstruction. But the process of rebuilding will be expensive and time-consuming, and experts
believe the church may be under construction for the next fifteen to twenty years. The French
government has decided that the church should be rebuilt to look exactly as it did before the fire.
Are you glad they are restoring it to be historically correct? Because of how expensive the
rebuild will be, one group, called Friends of Notre-Dame de Paris, has created a new fundraising
effort. This effort allows people to sponsor or “adopt” certain cathedral artifacts or artworks that
were damaged in the fire, including the church’s famous stone statues. The statues up for
adoption were carved out of stone in the 19th century and are often referred to as “grotesques.”
Does anyone know what “grotesques” are? (In architecture, grotesques are fantastic or
mythological figures used for decoration; sometimes called chimeras.) And while grotesques are
only decorative, gargoyles serve an architectural purpose. They help drain rainwater from the
roof off to the side of a building. There are literally hundreds of grotesques and gargoyles
adorning Notre Dame. What do you think of the statue shown here? Would you consider
sponsoring it? The French government has announced that reconstruction will begin in 2022.
Since the fire, more than $1 billion has been pledged from 150 different countries in an effort to
restore the cathedral.



Construction on the Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris began in the year 1160 and took
nearly 200 years. The church is located on the Ile de la Cité — eel duh luh SEET — a man-made
island in the Seine River, which flows through Paris.

Notre Dame, along with several other churches built during this period, kicked off the
architectural style known as French Gothic. This style was heavily influenced by Arab architects.
It uses weight distribution techniques to create very tall buildings, rooms, and towers. One
picture here shows the interior of Notre Dame and its famous vaulted ceiling. This design helps
the high roof stay strong and stable. French Gothic style also features brightly colored
stained-glass windows such as the West Rose Window shown here. Other famous features of
Notre Dame are the statues built into the building’s exterior. Some of them, like the many
chimeras and gargoyles, were meant to ward off evil. But other statues helped illustrate stories
from the Bible as a kind of “poor person’s book.” Why was this important? (Most people in the
Middle Ages couldn’t read.)

The famous carving shown here has two angels comforting St. Denis, a saint who was
beheaded because of his beliefs. And while the church has been a popular landmark for more
than 850 years, its modern popularity is largely due to French author Victor Hugo. He thought
Paris was not doing enough to protect Notre Dame and other ancient landmarks. So Hugo
decided to use his fame as a writer to change society. In 1831, he published a novel titled
“Notre-Dame de Paris.” By what title is this novel known in its English language version? (“The
Hunchback of Notre Dame.”) This book is set in and around the cathedral and became hugely
popular in France and around the world. The site has remained one of the most visited tourist
destinations in the world.



Former NASA astronaut Michael Collins dies at 90
Sometimes called “the loneliest man in history.” The man shown here is former NASA

astronaut Michael Collins. On April 28th, 2021, Collins died at the age of 90. Collins was most
famous for piloting the command module during NASA’s Apollo 11 mission, which was the first
space flight to land humans on the moon. Have you seen footage from the Apollo 11 mission?

Collins was born in Rome, Italy in 1930. His father was an officer in the U.S. Army, and
because of this, Collins spent his childhood moving around to different cities in the U.S. After
attending college at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Collins joined the U.S. Airforce
and later became a fighter pilot. Inspired by John Glenn’s Mercury-Atlas 6 mission, which was
the first American mission to send a man into orbit around the Earth, Collins joined NASA’s
space program in 1963.

During his time as an astronaut, Collins flew into space twice. The first time was in 1966,
on the Gemini 10 mission. The second was the Apollo 11 Mission. Unlike his fellow Apollo 11
crew members, Collins never set foot on the moon, though he played a crucial role in the
mission’s success . Because of his role in the Apollo 11 mission, Collins was given the nickname
“the loneliest man in history.” Does anyone know why? (Collins remained in the command
module during the moon landing, making him farther away from planet Earth than anyone had
ever been.)

After his time at NASA, Collins went on to lead a surprising and distinguished career. He
served as the Director of the National Air and Space Museum and wrote several books about his
time as an astronaut. Later in life, he made watercolor paintings of the Florida Everglades. Here
you see an image of Collins receiving the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011.



The men shown here are NASA astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins, and Buzz
Aldrin. These three men were the crew members that took part in the Apollo 11 mission, the first
manned mission to land on the moon. During the 1950s and 60s, America was one of two
primary competitors in the Space Race.

The Space Race played a major role in the Cold War, which was a time of great political
and ideological tension between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. In 1961, President John F.
Kennedy announced plans to land humans on the moon before the end of the decade.

Eight years later, in the summer of 1969, the Saturn V rocket, shown here at left,
launched from the Kennedy Space Station in Florida. More than a million people watched from
the roads and beaches around the launch site. The astronauts traveled through space for three
days before reaching the moon’s orbit. Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong landed on the moon
using the “Eagle” lunar module.

Neil Armstrong became the first person to walk on the moon’s surface. Does anyone
remember what he said after taking his first steps on the moon? (“That’s one small step for man,
one giant leap for mankind.”) Buzz Aldrin joined him shortly after and the two men spent over
two hours on the surface, collecting lunar material to bring back to Earth. Armstrong’s first steps
were broadcast on live television all over the world, making the moon landing one of the most
iconic events in modern American history. The astronauts returned to Earth eight days after the
mission launched, splashing down safely in the Pacific Ocean.



12-year old Alena Wicker accepted to Arizona State
The girl you see here is Alena Wicker, a 12-year-old from Texas. But Alena is no

ordinary 12-year old. She has already graduated from high school, and will be starting college at
Arizona State University in the fall. Alena loves science, and she plans to study astronomy and
chemistry in college. She also wants to start working for NASA before she turns 16.

According to her mother, Alena has wanted to work for the space exploration agency ever
since she was a young girl. Alena hopes that one day she can help build a rover that will be sent
to Mars.

Alena’s love of all things to do with space exploration started when she was just four
years old and began building sets of space shuttles out of Legos. She still regularly posts pictures
of herself tinkering with Legos on social media, as shown in the photo here. She often works on
the sets for hours at a time. Alena is also the founder of an organization called The Brown STEM
Girl. Does anyone know what STEM stands for? (Science, Technology , Engineering,
Mathematics.)

This organization was created to encourage young girls of color to pursue careers in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. These are all fields in which women and
people of color have historically been underrepresented. The Brown STEM Girl offers online
classes and programs, and Alena is planning to start a podcast where she would talk to other
women of color working in scientific fields. As if that were not enough, Alena is also working on
a children’s book called Brainiac World, based on her own experiences being teased for her love
of school. What special challenges do you think academic superachievers like Alena face? If
Alena brings as much focus to her future career as a scientist as she does to her projects, and
schoolwork, then the sky’s the limit for this young aspiring NASA employee.



Scientists move Beavers to help Salmon Population
A team of scientists in Washington state is working to move beavers out of urban

environments and into a national forest. The Tulalip Beaver Project was started in 2014 by
biologist Molly Alves. The project aims to move so-called “nuisance beavers” that live near
suburban areas to Washington’s Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. Why do you think these
beavers are considered a nuisance? (The dams beavers build can cause flooding and beavers
often cut down trees on homeowner property.)

But the Tulalip Beaver project wasn’t designed simply to move beavers to prevent
property damage. The project is intended to benefit the state’s salmon population. Beavers are
considered a keystone species. What does this mean? (An animal or plant that other animals and
plants depend upon to maintain an entire ecosystem.) Beavers are sometimes known as
“ecosystem engineers” because of how their damming and tree-cutting transforms and supports a
range of plant and animal life in natural ecosystems. The ponds created by beaver dams often
serve as habitats for young salmon.

In recent decades , wild salmon populations have been on the decline, and populations in
the Pacific Northwest are especially threatened. Experts are hopeful that by moving urban
beavers back into the wild, they can help create environments that are more suitable for salmon
reproduction. Since 2014, around 200 beavers have been relocated. Because beavers are animals
with strong social ties, the project attempts to relocate full beaver families rather than
individuals. And while scientists have yet to study the beaver’s effect on local salmon, members
of the Beaver Project say that they are already seeing massive beaver complexes full of newly
born salmon.



Scientists classify beavers as rodents. Beavers are the second-largest rodent species. Do
you know what is first? (The huge South American rodent known as the capybara.)

Beavers are vegetarians who eat aquatic plants and wood. They seem a little roundish at
first, and they are not exactly graceful walkers. But their webbed feet and their broad, flat tails
ensure that they are amazing swimmers. Have you ever seen a beaver swim? Beavers are
extremely territorial. What does this mean? (They mark out a certain area, and then defend it
against other beavers.) Do you know how they do this? (Usually by spraying urine and fluids
from their castor glands around the perimeter of their areas.)

They are also very social beings. Not only do they mate for life, they also communicate
danger to each other by slapping their tails. Are you surprised that they mate for life? How do
you think this might help them? Beavers have a well-earned reputation for being busy. Where do
you think this reputation comes from? (They work all night to build dams in streams and rivers.)

Beavers have very large, strong teeth that never stop growing. However, their constant
gnawing on wood keeps their teeth from growing too long. Beavers use their sharp front teeth to
cut down branches, and even entire trees, near the water where they live. They put the wood
across streams and rivers, then use stones and mud to keep it all in place. These dams form
ponds, trapping the plants they love to eat in a convenient spot. Beavers also build their lodges,
or homes, near these ponds. Each lodge usually only has one underwater entrance, keeping
families safe from predators



Country of the Week: Barbados
Barbados is an island nation in the Atlantic Ocean. What is this part of the world called?

(The Caribbean.) Barbados is about half the size of New York City, and it has a population of just
under 300,000. A little more than a third of the population lives in the capital city, Bridgetown,
shown below.

Barbados is part of the British Commonwealth of Nations. It is an independent country,
but the Queen of England is the head of state and the government is modeled on the British
system. Mia Mottley, who took office in 2018, is the country’s first female prime minister. The
people of Barbados are known as “Barbadians” or “Bajans.” About 90 percent of them are of
Afro-Caribbean or mixed heritage. English is the official language, but almost all the people
speak Bajan Creole as their main language. Although it is based on English, it is distinctly
different, with its own pronunciations, structures, and idioms. The literacy rate is nearly 100
percent. Along with Japan, Barbados has more citizens who are at least 100 years old than
anywhere else in the world.

Barbados has a tropical climate and it is warm all year round with a rainy season. The
country is located outside the main hurricane zone, so it only gets a hurricane about once every
26 years. The climate and soil are perfect for growing sugarcane, and historically, the economy
of Barbados was almost completely reliant on this crop. The country is also known for producing
some of the world’s best rum, which is a byproduct of sugar. What is the problem with a country
relying on just one industry?

These days, the country has diversified. What do you think the largest sector in the
economy is today? (Tourism.) The island’s beautiful white sand beaches make it popular with
vacationers and surfers. Banking and finance are also important. Still, about 20 percent of the
population lives in poverty.



The indigenous Arawak and Carib peoples were the original settlers on the island.
Spanish and Portuguese explorers arrived in the 1500s and took many native people as slaves.
Many other natives fled to neighboring islands. By the time the English landed in 1625, no one
lived there. Barbados remained a British colony for over 300 years, until it gained its
independence in 1966. In the 1640s, British landowners established large sugarcane plantations.
By 1660, Barbados generated more trade than all the other British colonies combined. The
English brought Africans as slaves to work on the plantations. By the year 1700, there were
15,000 white settlers and about 50,000 African slaves. Slaves endured brutal conditions. The
largest slave revolt in Barbados took place in 1816, and it involved about 20,000 slaves from 70
plantations. Finally, in 1834, slavery was abolished in Great Britain and its colonies. The
Emancipation Statue, a large public sculpture in Bridgetown, was erected in 1985 to celebrate the
abolition of slavery.

After emancipation, many former slaves continued to work on plantations. They were
allowed to build their homes on plantation land. However, their houses had to be easily
moveable, in case they needed to leave. These “chattel houses” are unique to Barbados.
“Chattel” means “moveable property.” The houses were built of wood and set on coral blocks so
they could easily be dismantled. They are colorful, with steep iron roofs and fretwork around the
windows to protect against the sun and rain.

The biggest festival in Barbados is Crop Over, which is held for six weeks every summer.
It celebrates the end of the sugarcane season. Crop Over features traditional calypso music and
ends with a huge parade with elaborate costumes. Pop music star Rihanna is the most famous
Barbadian. She has won nine Grammy awards and sold more than 250 million records
worldwide.



This Week in History
On May 18th, 1804, the French senate appointed Napoleon Bonaparte, the country’s

military commander, as Emperor of France. This was shocking because France had just gone
through a revolution to keep power from falling into the hands of the few. Napoleon Bonaparte
was born on Corsica, an island in the Mediterranean Sea. After graduating from military school,
he became a second lieutenant in the French army. The French Revolution broke out in 1789. It
was supposed to get rid of the monarchy and give power to the people. But it turned into a time
during which a small group of revolutionaries had almost 17,000 people executed. Other
European countries, sensing weakness, started to attack France. Napoleon helped the government
put down a group of people trying to re-establish the monarchy. This helped him gain control of
a larger section of the army, which he used to take over much of Italy. Soon, he was one of the
most powerful men in France.

Napoleon quickly wrote and released a new constitution for France, naming himself First
Consul with almost unlimited power. After a coup attempt , Napoleon convinced France’s senate
that the country would not be safe until he had absolute power. The senate granted him this
power on May 18, 1804. On December 2nd, he held a lavish coronation ceremony. The painting
here shows him on that day. What do you think of his costume? What does it tell you about him?

Over the next 8 years, he led the country’s military to a series of unlikely victories. By
1812, France controlled most of continental Europe. However, all these other nations joined
forces against Napoleon, defeating France in 1814. Napoleon abdicated and went into exile on
the island of Elba. He returned after nine months, but was finally defeated at the Battle of
Waterloo. He was sent to the remote South Atlantic island of St. Helena, where he died six years
later at the age of 51.



Remembering When…
How do you think your life would be different if the telephone had never been invented?

Telephones help us to connect to friends and relatives across town, across the country, or even
across the world. This week, let’s talk about the way telephones used to be — and how much
they have changed our lives.

Most of us grew up with telephones that would astonish young people today. Many
phones looked more or less like the one shown here at bottom left, although some people had the
fancier slim “candlestick” model.

Some of us who grew up in rural areas may even remember party lines. This was a local
loop telephone circuit shared by multiple subscribers. What was the big problem with party
lines? (There was no privacy. You could listen in on the conversations of others, and they could
listen in on yours.)

The 1940s saw some of the first phones designed for direct dialing. What did you have to
do before direct dialing became widely available? (You had to ask an operator to connect you to
another line.) Rotary dial phones seem like old-school technology now. But we used them for
decades until the invention of push-button models. Do you know when push-button telephones
became available for the mass market? (Not until 1962, but most Americans kept using rotary
telephones at home until the 1980s.)



Another phenomenon that is very difficult to explain to young people today is shown at
the bottom right. These phones were placed in drugstores, college dormitories, hotel lobbies, and
other places where they might be needed. Soon, phone booths could be seen on many street
corners. These kinds of payphones were a godsend when you were running late, lost, or checking
in with others. But if we needed some privacy, we had to hunt for a phone booth with doors that
closed all the way. What famous hero always used this kind of phone booth? (Clark Kent always
needed one to change into his Superman costume.) \

By the 1950s, most families felt the need to have a telephone in their home. This led to an
explosion of new types of telephones. Some people opted for a slim new phone style mounted on
the wall. What were the advantages and disadvantages of a wall mounted phone? (They were
convenient and took up less space, but people talking on them couldn’t go anywhere — unless
the phone had a very long cord.) When it became more common for families to have multiple
phone lines, the model at top was designed to appeal to teenage girls. What is this kind of
telephone called? (The “Princess phone.”)

Telephones have changed even more in the last decade or so. These days, it seems like
everyone lives with a cell phone. These phones let you send text messages, snap pictures, browse
the Internet, play video games, and even get driving directions! So-called “smart phones”
actually function as little computers. It’s hard to believe technology has come so far in such a
short time — or become so addicting and necessary.




