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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Man in the News 
In 1975, he was elected to represent Vermont as a Democrat in the U.S. Senate. Since 

then, he has won re-election seven times, making him the longest-serving current U.S. senator. 
At the age of 34, he was the youngest senator ever elected from Vermont. Since then, he has 
served on many important committees and won friends in both political parties. He is also an 
expert on the comic book character Batman, and has appeared in several Batman movies.  

He currently holds the title of president pro tempore of the Senate. The president pro 
tempore presides over the Senate in the absence of the vice president. This position is conferred 
on the senator of the majority party with the longest time in the Senate. In this role, he will be 
presiding over the second impeachment trial of former President Donald J. Trump.

 
(Senator Patrick Leahy.)  



Battle over the Filibuster 
The word “filibuster” does not appear in the U.S. Constitution. But it has become a very 

significant, and controversial, part of the way the U.S. Senate operates. What is a filibuster? (A 
parliamentary tactic to block or delay voting on a bill.)  

The debate over the filibuster is going on right now between Democratic and Republican 
leaders in the Senate. Theoretically, the Senate is designed to be able to pass votes with a simple 
51-vote majority, just as the House of Representatives does. But due to the power of the 
filibuster, the real threshold for most bills is much higher. That is because it takes over 60 
senators, a supermajority, to stop a filibuster — even if the filibuster is only threatened. A simple 
analysis of the diagram shown below reveals why the filibuster is so important over the next two 
years.  

Right now in the senate each party controls exactly 50 of the 100 votes, although 
Democrats will win any tie vote because Vice President Kamala Harris would break the tie. But 
with the numbers even, it will take a major effort for Democrats to get past the supermajority 
threshold to stop filibusters. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer has talked about getting rid 
of the filibuster, or perhaps suspending it in certain cases. Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has 
warned Sen. Schumer against doing this, pointing out that Democrats would not be able to use it 
in the future when they are not in control. 

 



The word “filibuster” comes from the Spanish word for pirate, “filibustero.” What is the 
connection? (The filibuster hijacks debate and pirates hijack ships.) The filibuster itself was 
created accidentally in 1805. Vice President Aaron Burr, who presided over the Senate, wanted 
to streamline its rules. He suggested eliminating the “previous question” motion, which allowed 
the Senate to end debate and call for a vote. The Senate agreed, but neglected to set up an 
alternative for ending debate. It was decades before senators realized that either party could 
delay a vote indefinitely by continuing to “debate” it.  

The first filibuster didn’t happen until 1837. It was used by Southern senators during 
debates about slavery and Reconstruction. Although filibusters were used sparingly, senators 
wanted a way to stop them. In 1917, they came up with a rule called “cloture,” or the closing of 
debate. At first 67 votes were required to vote for cloture. In 1975, the threshold was lowered to 
60. In the beginning, a filibustering senator had to talk non-stop, even if it meant reading the 
phone book. Senator Strom Thurmond, a Democrat from South Carolina, holds the record for the 
longest filibuster in history, lasting 24 hours and 18 minutes. He was trying to block the 1957 
Civil Rights Act. Was he successful? (No, it passed easily.) Today, senators only have to 
threaten a filibuster to block a vote. Does this make it too easy to abuse the filibuster? 

 
The filibuster may have been a mistake, but it has strong adherents among senators past 

and present. These lawmakers say it is the best way to safeguard the rights of the minority party 



in the Senate. They also say that without the filibuster, the voting process would be too rushed. 
By slowing it down, supporters say that senators can actually read through massive bills to make 
sure there are no secret provisions. To many people, the threat of the filibuster forces the two 
parties to work together, setting the Senate apart as a more careful and deliberative body than the 
House of Representatives. What do you think about these arguments?  

Critics of the filibuster say this tactic ruins any advantage held by the majority party 
unless it can control 60 votes. These critics claim that this thwarts the will of the people and is 
undemocratic. Some who hold this view point out that the Senate already favors some states over 
others. What does this mean? (Small states have the same number of senators as large states, 
thereby granting them outsized representation.) Critics also point out that the filibuster makes it 
easy for legislators to obstruct progress. They say this causes gridlock, and a general sense that 
Congress gets nothing accomplished for the American people. Would you agree with this? Many 
people also say that the filibuster is a relic of the era of segregation when it was used to block 
any significant civil rights legislation. Do you think the filibuster should still be part of the 
democratic process? 

 



Pompeii Museum Reopens After Over 40 Years 
Pompeii was a city of 20,000 residents in the year 79 C.E. While it’s located in Italy it 

was thought of as a very international city, due to its proximity to the Mediterranean Sea. 
Herculaneum was a smaller and much richer village near the coast. On August 24th of that year, 
Pompeii and Herculaneum were very suddenly destroyed. What happened? (The volcano Mt. 
Vesuvius erupted.)  

About 4,000 people were buried in Pompeii in a heartbeat. At the beginning of 2021, a 
museum dedicated to the artifacts of Pompeii and Herculaneum opened its doors to the public for 
the first time in more than 40 years. The Pompeii Antiquarium was originally built in 1873 but 
was damaged during World War Two. The museum eventually reopened only to close its doors 
once more after an earthquake struck Naples in 1980. But now the Antiquarium will serve as the 
permanent home for artifacts that have been uncovered from the ruins of these two ancient cities. 

Visitors to the museum will view stunning pieces of jewelry, ancient artworks, and 
still-functional furniture. From the quote below, what makes opening the museum now so 
significant? The image on the left shows a skeleton found near Herculaneum now known as the 
“ring lady.” She got this name because of the well-preserved jewelry she still wore when 
uncovered in the 1980s. The volcanic ash and debris that covered these cities kept the people and 
objects buried below in remarkably good condition. 

 



Many people have wondered why so many people lived in this area with such a huge 
volcano. The answer is that Mt. Vesuvius had not exploded in more than 800 years, and was 
considered to be dormant. But when it blew, it was devastating. The entire top of the mountain 
blew off, throwing ash and rock 20 miles into the air. The explosion was well-documented at the 
time. But over the years, most people forgot about this eruption. In 1739, people re-discovered 
Herculaneum and started digging it out. A few years later, in 1748, the site of Pompeii was 
located. Since then, a steady stream of amateur and professional archaeologists have tried to 
learn more about this fascinating culture from the remains found at the site.  

Many of the homes contained paintings on the walls, called frescoes, that depicted life at 
the time. But the Pompeii artifacts that many people find most fascinating are the casts, like the 
ones you see here. Layers of ash covering the victims hardened to stone, as the bodies decayed 
underneath. How do you think the casts were made? (Archaeologists poured plaster into the 
hollow spaces, creating the casts.) The casts show that Pompeiians tried to get away. They depict 
people and animals in the positions in which they died. 

 



Hank Aaron: “The perfect baseball player” 
Baseball legend Henry Louis “Hank” Aaron died on January 22nd at the age of 86. 

During his long and spectacular career, Hank Aaron broke the all-time home run record in 1974. 
Who had held this record before him? (George Herman “Babe” Ruth.)  

Aaron’s skills and talents earned him nicknames such as “Hammerin’ Hank,” and 
compliments such as “the perfect baseball player.” But Hank Aaron was never simply defined by 
his accomplishments on the field. Aaron was born in 1934 in Mobile, Alabama. He and his seven 
siblings grew up poor. They made their own baseball bats, and used bottle-caps for baseballs and 
rags for bases. As a teenager, Aaron played professionally for Negro League teams, making 
about three dollars per game. Who finally broke “the color barrier” in major league baseball? 
(Jackie Robinson, in 1947.)  

Hank Aaron jumped at the chance to sign with the Boston Braves in 1951; some baseball 
historians count him as the last major player to come out of the Negro Leagues. After two years 
in the minor leagues — and the franchise’s move to Milwaukee, Wisconsin — Aaron made his 
major league debut in 1954. Because he was shy and didn’t talk much, the team started calling 
him “Hank” instead of “Henry,” thinking it would make him seem more relatable. More 
importantly, he showed that he could hit any pitcher’s best pitches out of the ballpark 

 



Hank Aaron’s combination of speed, power, and fielding ability made him invaluable to 
the Milwaukee Braves. This was especially true in 1957, when he won the Most Valuable Player 
award and led the team to the World Series championship. When the Braves moved to Atlanta in 
1965, he was still the team’s marquee player. This turned out to be a heavy burden during the 
height of the civil rights movement. Why would this be an issue in Atlanta? (It was the first 
franchise to settle in the Deep South.)  

Aaron impressed many fans with his hard work and reserved manner. What metaphor is 
he employing in the quote shown below? Is this good advice for how to deal with life’s 
problems?  

As Aaron got closer to Babe Ruth’s record in the early 1970s, racists sent him hate mail 
and death threats. He had to move his family to protect them, and he traveled everywhere with 
his personal bodyguard. Although Aaron did not readily show his emotions in public, he later 
said that these threats, quote, “carved a piece of my heart away.” Aaron finally hit home run 
number 715 on April 8th, 1974, in front of his home crowd in Atlanta. He went on to hit another 
40 home runs before retiring in 1976. After 23 seasons in Major League Baseball, Aaron made 
his mark in the business community, owning car dealerships and fast-food restaurants around the 
country. He also established the Hank Aaron Chasing the Dream Foundation, which is focused 
on greater equality and educational opportunities for people living in poverty. 

 



Maned Wolves have a Symbiotic Relationship with Leafcutter Ants 
The animal shown here is known as the maned wolf, though it is not really a wolf. Not 

many people know about these fascinating animals, but they play a major role in their native 
ecosystems. Looking at the map, where do maned wolves live? (In South America, primarily in 
Brazil.) Maned wolves belong to a family of animals called the South American canids. While 
many people mistake maned wolves for foxes, they are a distinct species in the Canidae, or 
canine, family, which also includes wolves and domesticated dogs. Maned wolves are considered 
a keystone species. What does this mean? (They are a species on which many other species in an 
ecosystem depend.)  

As omnivores, maned wolves eat both plants and animals. They hunt small rodents in the 
grasslands of South America, but a large part of their diet consists of a tomato-like fruit known 
as the wolf apple. The maned wolf’s reliance on the wolf apple as a food source creates a strong, 
symbiotic relationship with the other species shown here, the leafcutter ant. What is a symbiotic 
relationship? (A relationship between two different organisms that provides benefits for at least 
one of them.) After the maned wolves eat wolf apples, they often defecate near leafcutter ant 
colonies. The ants then use the dung to help fertilize their underground fungus gardens. They 
then discard the wolf apple seeds near the nests. This process increases the likelihood of a wolf 
apple plant growing in this area. 

 



Despite their name, the maned wolf isn’t actually a wolf. It also isn’t a fox, coyote, 
jackal, or dog. Genetic researchers have discovered that the maned wolf is its own distinct canid; 
its closest living relative is the South American bush dog. Standing around 35 inches tall, the 
maned wolf is the world’s tallest wild canid. Why do you think they developed this feature? 
(Scientists believe maned wolves developed their long legs to help them see prey in their 
grassland habitats.)  

The shaggy mane that covers the top of the maned wolf’s neck also serves an important 
purpose. The animal can enlarge the mane to make it seem larger and more aggressive to scare 
off predators. Maned wolves are crepuscular animals. This means they are most active at 
twilight. Usually solitary animals, maned wolves meet one another only rarely to mate. But when 
they do find a partner, maned wolves are known to mate for life, and they share their territory 
with their partner. While actual wolves are pack animals that live and hunt in family units, the 
maned wolf prefers to hunt alone. Why do you think this is the case?  

Like many other canids, maned wolves communicate with one another and mark territory 
using their urine. Experts have compared the smell of maned wolf urine to hops or cannabis. And 
while not critically endangered, maned wolf numbers are decreasing, mainly due to habitat loss. 
As a result, the animal is listed as near threatened by the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature. 

 



This Week In History 
As we celebrate Black History Month, it is important to learn about the very important 

role that the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, or NAACP, played in 
our nation’s history. What does “advancement” mean here? (A forward step, or improvement.) 
For more than 100 years, the NAACP has been fighting for the rights of minorities, and all 
people, in the United States. At the beginning of the 20th century, America was very different 
from the way it is today. Some states and local areas had laws to keep African Americans 
separate from the rest of the population. Do you know what these laws were called? (“Jim Crow” 
laws.) Not only did “Jim Crow” laws set up separate facilities and customs for blacks, but many 
of these laws also worked to disenfranchise blacks as well. Do you know what the word 
“disenfranchise” means? (To take away rights, especially the right to vote.) The whole point of 
these laws was to make sure African Americans had fewer rights than other Americans. Why do 
you think this was such a big issue in the southern part of the United States?  

Several important African-Americans were already very active in fighting against “Jim 
Crow” laws, and violent acts committed against black people. Two of the most prominent were 
W.E.B. DuBois and Ida B. Wells. W.E.B DuBois was a prominent author, professor, and 
historian. Ida B. Wells was a crusading journalist, activist, and editor, who put her own life in 
danger to write about some of the worst crimes committed against African Americans. Many 
white Americans were also troubled about the treatment of black people in the U.S. But the 
NAACP did not take shape until after a horrific act of violence. In 1908, seven people died in a 
race riot in Springfield, the capital of Illinois. What is a race riot? (A violent disturbance between 
two or more racial groups.) After the riot, a white journalist named William English Walling 
wrote a magazine article called “The Race War in the North.” Activist Mary White Ovington 
read this article, and set up a meeting with Wallace and some other like-minded white friends. 
This group called for a national conference to talk about race in America. They wanted this 
conference to happen on February 12th, 1908. What is so important about this day? (It would 
have been Abraham Lincoln’s one hundredth birthday.) Other Americans signed on to be part of 
this conference, including W.E.B. DuBois and Ida B. Wells. Although the conference had to be 
put off a few months, the NAACP still lists February 12th as its official founding date. In 1910, 
when the group finally established its national office in New York City, DuBois was the only 
African American on the executive board. Are you surprised by this? Why or why not?  



 
 

DuBois published the NAACP’s official magazine, called “The Crisis,” which was very 
important in raising awareness of racial issues. But it was not until 1934 that the NAACP had a 
black chairperson: Dr. Louis T. Wright. Over the years, the NAACP has been one of the leading 
groups in the fight for civil rights. The organization backed the black labor movement of the 
1930s and 1940s, and the civil rights movement to follow. In 1954, the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Education Fund helped Thurgood Marshall win a very important court case about 
segregation in the public schools. Do you remember the name of this case? (Brown vs. Board of 
Education.) What else do you know about the civil rights movement? In the 1980s, the NAACP 
moved its headquarters to Baltimore, Maryland. The organization still works for the rights of all 
people of color, and for equality and justice for everyone  



Remembering When…  
The great Cloris Leachman died on January 27th, 2021, at the age of 94. She was one of 

the most gifted actresses of her time, equally adept at making audiences laugh, cry, and gasp in 
shock. She also had incredible energy; after all, this was a woman who appeared on “Dancing 
With the Stars'' when she was 82 years old! Did you see her performance on this show? Were 
you surprised that she placed seventh overall?  

Cloris Leachman was born in Des Moines, Iowa, in 1926. She caught the theater bug 
early, appearing onstage in shows as a teenager. She continued this interest at Northwestern 
University in Chicago. Although she majored in education there, she was heavily involved in the 
school’s theater scene. Some of her classmates were Paul Lynde, who often performed operas in 
her dormitory, Patricia Neal, and Charlotte Rae. Can you imagine what this school’s plays must 
have been like at that time? At the age of 20, Leachman competed in the Miss America Pageant 
as Miss Illinois, placing in the top 16. Leachman won a scholarship from the pageant, which 
allowed her to move to New York to study acting. She worked regularly in theatre and in 
television shows during the late 1940s and early 1950s. Her TV work included shows such as 
“Suspense,” “The Twilight Zone,” and “One Step Beyond.” 

During this time, she met and married George Englund, an actor and director. Her first 
big film role came in 1955’s “Kiss Me Deadly,” where she played a troubled hitchhiker picked 
up by detective Mike Hammer. She continued to work in films and TV for many years. In the 
1971 Peter Bogdanovich movie, “The Last Picture Show,” she took the role of a woman who has 
an affair with a high school senior. She improvised her emotional final scene in the movie; after 
Bogdanovich filmed the scene, he told her she had just won the Oscar. Sure enough, Leachman 
was awarded an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress for the movie. Did you ever see 
this film? Did you know that Leachman could do drama as well as comedy?  

Overall, Cloris Leachman had her biggest impact in comedy. She was a featured player in 
“The Mary Tyler Moore Show” as Mary’s neighbor Phyllis Lindstrom for five years. Although 
Phyllis was self-absorbed and snooty, audiences liked Leachman enough that she won her own 
spin-off show, called “Phyllis,” which ran for two seasons from 1975 to 1977.  



 
Leachman’s partnership with comedian and producer Mel Brooks also began in 1974 

with “Young Frankenstein.” In this hilarious movie, she played the mysterious Frau Blücher. She 
went on to appear in two more Mel Brooks films: “High Anxiety,” and “History of the World, 
Part 1.” Leachman worked in a number of other shows and movies over the next three decades. 
She ended up winning eight Emmy Awards for acting — and is still tied for the all-time record. 
But in 2008, she took a very different sort of career risk when she asked her agent, who was also 
one of her five children, to get her onto “Dancing With the Stars.” She is still the oldest 
competitor in this show’s history. Do you think her performance helped change people’s minds 
about the capabilities of older people?  

In the following year, she published a book called “Cloris: The Autobiography.” She 
continued to work well into her 90s, often as a voice actor for animated shows. Leachman 
attributed her long and successful career and high energy in part to being a vegetarian. Do you 
think this might be possible? But it is also clear that she always had a good time, no matter what. 


