Man in the News
He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1989. After a standout high school career, he ended up
playing for Auburn University. In his junior year, he led the Tigers to a national championship,
and won the Heisman Trophy as the best player in college football. The Carolina Panthers
selected him to quarterback for them with the first pick of the 2011 NFL Draft. Four years later,
the Panthers made it to the Super Bowl, and he won the league’s Most Valuable Player Award.
This season, he joined the New England Patriots and won the job as Tom Brady’s replacement.
On October 3rd, he became the highest profile NFL player to test positive for COVID-19. This
result caused the postponement of a game against Kansas City and further testing for all his
teammates, coaches, and staff. Who is he?

(Cam Newton.)

President Trump infected with COVID-19
President Donald Trump announced on Thursday, October 1st that he and his wife
Melania had both tested positive for COVID-19. On Friday, the president traveled from the
White House to Walter Reed Medical Center for treatment. During his stay, the White House
issued pictures to show that he was still working. Trump also made a video message containing
the quote shown in the image. On Sunday, the president took a brief car ride to wave to his
supporters, before returning to the hospital. Why do you think he did this? By the following
Monday, he was back in the White House, where he continued to receive treatment from the
White House medical staff.
So far, there has been conflicting information about the seriousness of Trump’s illness.
And no one is quite sure exactly when the president and the first lady might have become
infected with COVID-19. Just a week earlier, the president had appeared at a celebration of
Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett in Washington, D.C. He then traveled to Cleveland,
Ohio for the first presidential debate. Trump also traveled to rallies in Minnesota and a fundraiser
in New Jersey before the announcement. During many of these events, Trump and many of his
supporters were not wearing masks. Why is this a problem? Several other Trump insiders have
now also tested positive, including White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany, former
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, who helped Trump with debate prep, and three Republican
senators.

The coronavirus did not appear in the U.S. until January of this year. In this graph from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, or CDC, the red line shows the seven-day
average of new daily cases reported since then. What do you notice about the graph? (There was
a quick surge in the spring, followed by a slight dip, followed by a much larger increase over the
summer, another slight dip, and then a new increase in September and October.) In September
and October, new daily records for the number of new cases were set by nine different states.
Some of the largest outbreaks were traced to the reopening of college campuses. Others can be
attributed to so-called “super-spreader” events. These are gatherings in which the virus spreads
among a group of people who are not wearing masks or social distancing. These people then
bring it with them to other places. Some people think the nomination ceremony for Judge Amy
Coney Barrett might have been such an event.
As of early October, more than 7.4 million Americans had been diagnosed with the virus.
This is more than any other nation on Earth. India, which has a population of more than 1 billion,
has the second most cases. The U.S. has also had more deaths from COVID-19 than any other
country. Disease experts have been consistent in their advice about the best way to prevent the
spread of the disease.

Campaign 2020: The Economy
Joe Biden says his economic plans will help the U.S. recovery. This week, we look at the
economic plans of the two major party candidates, starting with former Vice President Joe Biden.
Biden has been critical of Donald Trump’s rush to “re-open” state economies in the last few
months. He says that the U.S. economy will not get back on track until COVID-19 is defeated.
To accomplish this, Biden says he will work with scientists and political leaders across the
country to create a comprehensive and coordinated national plan to defeat the coronavirus. In
order to boost the economy, Biden wants a $1.3 trillion recovery plan for rebuilding
infrastructure and developing clean energy. How would you define “infrastructure”? (The
physical systems and structures that are needed for the operation of a society.) What are some
examples of infrastructure that needs work in the U.S.? (Crumbling roads and bridges, outdated
electrical grids, water systems, communication networks, and more.) Biden thinks this would
help to create millions of new jobs, while also helping the country. Biden has criticized President
Trump’s economic plans as great for the wealthiest Americans but not for ordinary Americans.
He plans to reverse Trump’s tax cuts for the wealthiest ten percent of Americans, and he wants to
close the loopholes that allow huge businesses to pay very little or no taxes. Biden supports the
idea of raising the federal minimum wage from $7.25 per hour to $15 per hour. And Biden also
wants to make four-year public colleges tuition-free for families making less than $125,000 per
year.

Donald Trump has given himself high marks for his economic policies. He points out that
during his presidency there has been record growth in the stock market, and employment hit its
highest rate in 50 years. However, despite these gains, there was lower-than-predicted growth for
the economy as a whole. Because many ordinary and low-income Americans do not have money
in the stock market. And many people who are employed have low paying jobs. In addition, a
large portion of the 24.7 million jobs lost during the COVID-19 lockdown are unlikely to return.
Trump has not been able to implement new plans to reverse the job loss. In March, he got
Democratic approval for a $2 trillion infrastructure program, but it was never passed by
Congress. He supported another round of economic stimulus payments, but this legislation is still
hung up in the Senate, because Democrats and Republicans cannot agree on a plan. Going
forward, the president plans to continue his tax cuts for individuals and businesses. To make up
for the lost revenue from these taxes, the president plans large cuts to Medicaid and Medicare, as
well as to federal agencies such as the Department of Education and the Environmental
Protection Agency. He has proposed new spending for NASA and his Space Force program, the
Department of Homeland Security, and Veterans Affairs. In your opinion, which of the two
candidates has better ideas for the U.S. economy, and why?

Country of the Week: Guatemala
Guatemala is a nation in Central America bordered by Mexico, Belize, Honduras, and El
Salvador. It is also bordered by two oceans, the Pacific and the Atlantic. The population of
Guatemala is about 17.2 million. Guatemala is located on the Ring of Fire, so it experiences
many earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. The largest volcano in Guatemala, Volcán
Tajumulco—vol-CAHN ta-hoo-MOOL-co—is also the tallest mountain in all of Central
America. Guatemala has more than 250 wetlands, which are home to a wide variety of plants and
animals. Guatemala also has many bodies of water, including Lake Atitlán, the deepest lake in
Central America. Guatemala City is both the largest city in the country and the capital. Nearly 1
million people live in the city proper, but the population of the metropolitan area is closer to 3
million. Since the 1970s, civil conflict and economic insecurity have driven many Guatemalans
from the country into Guatemala City, causing the population to increase dramatically. The
Guatemalan economy is driven by exports of material goods such as coffee, sugar cane, and
palm oil. Guatemala has the biggest economy in Central America, however income distribution
is very unequal. More than 50 percent of the people live in poverty, and about 25 percent are
illiterate. The president of Guatemala, Alejandro Giammattei, has been in office since January
2020. He has promised to crush violent gangs and bring back the death penalty.

Guatemala was once part of the Mayan Empire, which existed from 2000 BC to 1697
AD. This empire left a lasting impression on the country. More than 40 percent of Guatemalans
consider themselves ethnically Mayan, and nearly 30 percent of the population speaks a Mayan
language. Some ancient Mayan buildings are still standing, and the ruins of cities like Tikal are
major attractions. Guatemala has been independent since 1821, but for more than 100 years it
was mostly ruled over by a string of authoritarian dictators who gave Guatemalan land to foreign
businesses like the United Fruit Company. In 1944, however, a popular revolution allowed
Guatemala to host its first free elections and in 1951, Jacobo Árbenz was elected president.
Árbenz launched a program of land redistribution, taking farmland away from the United Fruit
Company and giving it back to Guatemalan farmers. This infuriated the United Fruit Company,
and in 1954 it worked with the CIA to start a coup in Guatemala. This led to political instability,
and between 1960 and 1996 Guatemala was embroiled in a civil war. The war was especially
damaging to Guatemala’s Mayan population. Between 1982 and 1985, tens of thousands of
Mayan people were killed in a governmentsponsored genocide. In 1992, Mayan activist
Rigoberta Menchú was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to raise awareness of
indigenous suffering.

John Brown
John Brown is one of the most controversial figures in history. He was an abolitionist, or
someone who wanted to end slavery in the U.S. John Brown called slavery “wicked, cruel, and
unjust.” And he was willing to do just about anything to end this practice. John Brown was born
in Connecticut in 1800. His father was an abolitionist, who taught Brown to hate slavery. Brown
worked in a number of different jobs, although he never made a lot of money, and he fathered 20
children. His main passion in life was to put an end to slavery. He moved to an all-black
community and worked for the Underground Railroad. A network of people who provided
shelter for enslaved people escaping to freedom. Even though Brown did not have much land, he
donated what he had to slaves who had run away from their so-called “owners.” Does he sound
like a good person?
In the mid-1850s, Brown moved to the territory of Kansas, where some of his adult sons
lived. This part of the country was in the middle of a dispute about whether or not slavery would
be legal when Kansas became a state. There were so many raids and gun battles between proand
anti-slavery groups that the territory became known as “Bleeding Kansas.” During this conflict,
Brown took up arms to defend Black people and abolitionists there. His battles made him a hero
among abolitionists. But he thought most antislavery organizations were moving too slowly.
Brown came up with a plan. He wanted to take over an entire U.S. armory. Brown planned to
seize the armory in a town called Harpers Ferry for a fight against slave owners. Harpers Ferry
was located in Virginia, which then took up all the area shown here in red. (In 1862, West
Virginia — which includes Harpers Ferry — broke away from the larger state.) John Brown
spent two years raising funds and recruiting followers. He even spoke to the famous abolitionist

Frederick Douglass about joining the cause. But Douglass turned him down, telling Brown that
his mission would end in failure.
On October 16th, 1859, Brown led 18 other men, including three of his sons, in a raid on
Harpers Ferry. The group captured several hostages in Harpers Ferry, and then went on to seize
the armory. But word had already gotten out about Brown’s raid. Soon, the building was
surrounded by local militia supporters. After a couple of days, U.S. Marines ended the raid. Ten
of Brown’s men were killed, including two of his sons. Brown, who was wounded in the fight,
was captured. Brown and his son John Jr. went on trial for treason in Virginia. The act of
working against one’s own country. Do you think what John Brown did was treason? They were
convicted and sentenced to death. On December 2, 1859, Brown became the first person
executed for treason against the United States; his son was killed the same day. Before his
execution, Brown predicted more violence over slavery with the words you see here. Two years
after the raid on Harpers Ferry, the United States would begin the Civil War. Robert E. Lee, who
commanded the Marines that captured Brown, led the Confederate army in this war. More than
160 years after his death, John Brown’s life and legacy are still being debated. Many people
thought his actions at Harpers Ferry were too extreme. But his trial and his execution brought
sympathy for the abolitionist cause. Historians now point to Brown’s raid as one of the major
incidents leading to the Civil War — and the ultimate end of slavery.

World Food Programme awarded 2020 Nobel Peace Prize
The Norwegian Nobel Committee is a five-person group that decides the winner of each
year’s Nobel Peace Prize. This year the committee reviewed 318 nominees from all over the
world. Other winners of this prize include: Malala Yousafzai, Barack Obama, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Jimmy Carter, and many more. In the past, humanitarian organizations have also won
the award, including the Red Cross and the UNHCR, which is the U.N.’s agency that helps
refugees. This year the committee chose the World Food Programme, or WFP, for its mission to
help limit the use of hunger as a weapon of war. The WFP was founded in 1961 and is one of the
U.N.’s many humanitarian agencies. It’s the world’s largest humanitarian program providing
food assistance for those in need around the world. In 2019, the organization provided aid to 97
million people in 88 countries. This year, the WFP’s efforts are more necessary than ever. The
COVID-19 pandemic has made issues of food security more severe. The executive director of
the WFP believes that world hunger could double due to the virus. In 2020, one of the WFP’s
main goals has been to help those affected by the ongoing war in Yemen. This year, the WFP has
helped feed more than 12 million people each month in Yemen. The Peace Prize comes with an
award of over $900,000, which is only a portion of what the WFP needs to continue to help those
in need.

As you see on the map here, the issue of hunger affects people all over the world. From
the map the countries most affected by hunger are: Chad, Madagascar, Afghanistan, Venezuela,
North Korea, etc. More than 2.7 billion people are affected by hunger worldwide. But according
to the WFP, enough food is produced globally to feed everyone on Earth. What is the real
problem is access to and availability of food. Poverty is a big factor in world hunger. According
to the World Food Programme, half of the world’s population lives on less than $5.50 a day. But
the primary driver of world hunger is conflict. Wars separate families, harm economies, and limit
agricultural production. Approximately 60 percent of the world’s hungriest people live in
conflict zones. In addition to wars, natural disasters like hurricanes and famine make food harder
to grow. Scientists believe climate change will only make these disasters more common. What
do you think needs to be done to limit climate change? International sanctions also play a major
role in food availability. Sanctions are actions taken by one or more countries against another
country and may include stopping exports into and out of a country. While sanctions are meant
to reduce conflict, they tend to punish civilians. What are some of the countries the U.S. has
placed sanctions on are Iran, Venezuela, and North Korea. Many experts also say that sanctions
are used inconsistently and as a political tool.
The first Nobel Prizes were awarded in 1901. They are named for their founder, Alfred
Nobel. Nobel was a Swedish businessman and inventor. He made his fortune by inventing two
ways to help miners get below the surface of rock: the blasting cap and dynamite. These
inventions made Nobel extremely wealthy. But he was shocked to see that people were also
using dynamite as weapons. In 1888, a French newspaper accidentally printed Alfred Nobel’s
obituary, calling him the “merchant of death” and blaming him for all the weapons that had used
dynamite. Nobel tried to make amends and gain the respect he sought. In his will, he left much of
his fortune to establish prizes that would recognize those who, as he wrote, “have conferred the
greatest benefit to humankind.” Today there are six Nobel Prize categories. Winning a Nobel
Prize means fame as well as financial security. Each Nobel Prize awarded in 2020 is worth about
$900,000. The prizes are not awarded in all categories every year. For example, the Peace Prize
was not awarded during World War One or World War Two. And in 2018, the group that gives
out the Literature prize was mired in scandal, so no award was given.

Campaign 2020: Healthcare
Very few topics show a wider gap between the two major presidential nominees than
their views about healthcare. Donald Trump ran on a promise to get rid of the national healthcare
law known as the ACA. (“Affordable Care Act.”) This law, passed during the Obama
administration, ended the practice of insurers rejecting people just for having pre-existing health
conditions. The plan also helped to provide health insurance coverage for 20 million Americans
not covered before. At first, the ACA also featured an individual mandate for coverage. This
mandate required people to sign up for health insurance, or face a fine for not doing so. This
mandate was included because people without health insurance often run up huge bills they
cannot pay; they are also often treated at taxpayer expense. As president, Trump was able to get
rid of this individual mandate. Much of the rest of the ACA is still in place, but the issue is now
on the Supreme Court docket where the ACA could either be upheld or ruled unconstitutional by
the justices. Trump campaigned on the promise to lower prescription drug prices. He has signed
four executive orders to do this. But these orders have had no effect on drug prices, which have
actually grown over the last three and a half years. Trump also said he has a plan to replace the
ACA that would be better for Americans. So far, however, he has not released any details of this
plan.

Joe Biden says that if the ACA is overturned millions of Americans would lose their
health insurance. He says it would also mean that private companies might be able to go back to
the practice of rejecting people with pre-existing conditions. Biden says he wants to strengthen
and diversify the ACA, providing new plans and lowering prices. He will also introduce a
“public option.” It would be a lower-cost government-backed health insurance plan that people
could buy if they don’t have or don’t like their private health insurance. Biden has rejected the
idea of “Medicare for All.” Under Medicare for All, every American would receive health
insurance coverage provided by the government. Currently only people over age 65 are eligible
for medicare. Supporters of Medicare for All say this plan would save individuals and the
country a lot of money, while making sure everyone has health care. However, it would mean
eliminating private health insurance and Biden doesn’t want to do that. Do you think the “public
option” is a good compromise, or does Medicare for All make more sense? Like Trump, Biden
wants to lower prescription drug costs. He has released a plan to accomplish this. He wants to
limit the amount of money that drug companies can charge for medications. Biden also says that
the government must be able to lower drug prices on behalf of Medicare, something they can’t
do now.

Early Edward Hopper Paintings Found to be Copies
Edward Hopper, the famous American painter, once said, “The only real influence I’ve
ever had was myself.” But although he always claimed to be completely original, a recent
discovery by art student Louis Shadwick shows that no artist can entirely escape being
influenced by others. Hopper was born in Nyack, New York, in 1882. As a teenager, Hopper
created several paintings to show his family. One of them was “Ships,” shown here at top. But
Shadwick recently discovered that “Ships” looks almost exactly like an earlier work by painter
Edward Moran. At least four other early Hopper paintings were copied from illustrations in Art
Interchange, a magazine for art students. This has led some to wonder whether Hopper should be
considered a plagiarist. What is plagiarism? (The attempt to pass off someone else’s artistic work
as your own.) However, other people point out that many young artists get started by copying
other people’s work. In the quote here, the storyteller for the Hopper House museum in Nyack
claims that this method taught Edward Hopper “to see.” Furthermore, Edward Hopper himself
never tried to exhibit these paintings as his own work. After the artist died in 1967, a family
friend found them in the attic of Hopper House and started showing them as the artist’s original
work.

Edward Hopper started to find his own artistic path during his time at the New York
School of Art and Design. He spent days studying apartment buildings and seascapes in and
around New York City, trying to come up with his own style. To earn a living, he created
magazine illustrations, and designed posters for movies and plays. But he did this commercial
work only three days a week. Although he won awards for his illustrations, Hopper did not sell
his first painting until he was 31 years old. Hopper’s artistic reputation grew during the next few
decades. He became known for being able to create drama in the simplest subjects. “House by
the Railroad,” for example, has an inescapable feeling of dread even though it is set during
daytime. Do you know what famous Alfred Hitchcock film used this painting as a model for its
setting? (It inspired the Bates Motel in the movie “Psycho.”) “Nighthawks” is Hopper’s most
famous painting. Like much of Hopper’s work, “Nighthawks” seems simple at first, but on
further viewing reveals undefinable feelings. Some experts say it illustrates the isolation and
loneliness of much of human life. Edward Hopper had a high opinion of his own status in the art
world. But he often predicted that his work would be forgotten after his death. He died in 1967 at
the age of 84. Today, his work is featured in major museums around the world, and one sold for
more than $90 million in 2018.

The U.S. embargo against Cuba began in 1960…and is still going
The United States imposed an embargo against Cuba 60 years ago. An embargo is when a
nation refuses to trade with another nation for political reasons. Cuba is a small island nation,
located just 90 miles from Florida. But the U.S. government has had unfriendly relations with
this tiny country since 1959, and the embargo is still going on today. The roots of the conflict
began in the early 20th century. The U.S. saw Cuba as a great place for business. American oil
companies set up refineries there, and American companies owned 60 percent of the island’s
sugar industry as well. Havana, the country’s capital, was a popular tourist spot often called “the
Latin Las Vegas.” In order to keep up this control of the Cuban economy, the U.S. government
put pressure on Cuba’s leaders to favor U.S. business interests. In 1952, the U.S. backed a coup
led by former Cuban president Fulgencio Batista. A coup is a sudden and illegal overthrow of a
country’s leader. The U.S. government supported Batista for the next seven years — even though
he had taken power illegally and executed 20,000 of his own citizens. What did the two countries
get out of this arrangement? (Batista allowed U.S. companies to control Cuban land and
resources; the U.S. supplied Batista with money and weapons so he could stay in power.) But
even though American companies were profiting from Cuba’s resources and spending lots of
money in Cuba, very little of this money ever went to the island’s many poor people. Much of it
ended up in the hands of Batista and other wealthy Cuban families. This infuriated many Cubans,
including Fidel and Raúl Castro, two brothers who were influenced by communist teachings.
Under a communist system, the state owns all the property and businesses in a country, and the
wealth is supposed to be shared by all the people.
In 1959, the Castros led a successful revolution in Cuba, establishing a communist
government just 90 miles from Florida. This upset U.S. leaders, who were worried about the
influence of a group of communist countries led by Russia, called the Soviet Union. At the time,
the U.S. and Russia were in the middle of a long period of hostility called “the Cold War.” When
Cuba aligned itself with the Soviet Union, the U.S. decided it would not sell weapons to Cuba
anymore. In 1960, Cuba started to buy weapons from the Soviet Union. The U.S. responded by
refusing to sell oil to Cuba or buy Cuban sugar. Castro fought back by seizing U.S. oil and gas
companies operating in Cuba and putting them under the control of the government. This is
called “nationalization.” In response, U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower imposed a strict trade
embargo against Cuba on October 19th, 1960. Under this embargo, U.S. businesses could not
sell anything to Cuba except food and medicine. Cuba then nationalized ALL American
businesses and property.
This second wave of nationalizations led the U.S. to cut all diplomatic ties with Cuba,
and to tighten the embargo even further by not allowing travel to or from the island. But although
this embargo greatly affected Cuba’s economy, its people were able to survive — even without
new goods or technology from the U.S. Instead of importing American items, they found new
trade relationships. Instead of buying new cars, Cubans learned to maintain their old ones for
many years. (Pictured here is a classic car in the Old Havana neighborhood; Cuba’s capital
building is in the background.) The Cold War ended when the Soviet Union broke up in the

1990s. But the U.S. embargo against Cuba continues to this very day. Trade has increased
somewhat between the two countries, and U.S. tourists are now able to visit Cuba again. In 2014,
Barack Obama became the first U.S. president to visit the island since 1928. Although Donald
Trump has reversed some of Obama’s Cuba policies, American tourists still visit Cuba on a
regular basis. The picture here was taken recently in the Old Havana neighborhood.

