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Current Events with Frank Damon
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and
History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4,
2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Current Events with Frank Damon
Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday
Join Zoom meeting with following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510
Passcode: 724368
Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science
and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the
course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High
School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and
Canada College.
If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please go to
www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu..

Man in the News
I was born in 1936 in Argentina. His parents, who had emigrated from Italy, named him
Jorge Mario Bergoglio. As a young man, he studied for the priesthood; in 1969, he was ordained
a Roman Catholic priest. Over time, he served as the archbishop of Buenos Aires, and then as
cardinal for all Argentina. When Pope Benedict XVI resigned in 2013, the papal conclave
elected him as the first South American pope. He chose my papal name to honor a monk who
created an order based on a vow of poverty. Since becoming pope, he has been outspoken in his
views about stopping climate change and ending poverty, among other issues.
He recently traveled to Iraq, a country that still suffers from violence and poor
infrastructure due to the 2003 U.S. invasion. His visit was intended to provide spiritual support to
Iraqi Christians, but health experts emphasized the risks the trip posed to his health during a
pandemic. Experts were also concerned that his presence could create super-spreader events.

(Pope Francis)

Student loan debt: To forgive or not to forgive?
For many Americans, college is seen as a necessary step towards economic and social
success. But college costs have risen steeply over the last several decades. Private college
students pay $47,000 every year on average, while state college students average more than
$20,000 a year. Do you think many families can afford these costs without taking out loans?
Many students and families take out loans through federal government programs. These
programs often have low interest rates. What is interest? (The fee one pays for borrowing
money.) Currently, however, student loan debt is at an all-time high, affecting one in eight U.S.
citizens.
A growing number of borrowers — even those who leave before getting their degrees —
default on their loans, as they cannot afford to pay them back. At a recent Milwaukee town hall,
Pres. Biden was asked if he would support a loan forgiveness program of up to $50,000 per
borrower. What was his response? (That he would only support $10,000 in forgiveness.) Biden
also said he does not think he has the authority to do more than this through an executive action.
However, many say that the Higher Education Act absolutely gives this authority to the
Secretary of Education. Biden wants any larger cuts to pass a vote in Congress, so they are not
subject to reversal in the future. He also prefers to put money into other education efforts, such
as early childhood programs and making community colleges free.

Federal education loans have been around for nearly 100 years. But these loans have
really taken off in the last couple of decades, with the rising cost of tuition and other expenses.
As you can see on the chart below, the total student debt was one-third of a trillion dollars
in 2003. How much is this in billions? ($333 billion.) In 2020, this number was about $1.71
trillion, with 44.7 million individual borrowers. Student loan debt has surpassed credit card debt
to become the second-highest source of debt in the United States. Can you guess the highest?
(Mortgage payments.)
Upon graduation, students who borrow from the government have nearly $30,000 in debt
on average, and take about 18.5 years to finish paying the loans back. Do young people today
start off with more financial burdens than they did 20 or 30 or 50 years ago? Rising college costs
are just one part of the picture. Major economic crises have caused losses in state tax revenue
that once went to colleges and universities. This has led to higher tuition and housing costs, as
well as to a decrease in scholarship and grant programs. As a result, more families have been
forced to apply for either federal programs or private loan financing — or both. Biden has
presented ideas that would make public university education free for families making less than
$125,000 per year, and to eliminate college costs for community colleges. However, these
programs would not do anything for current borrowers.

Many prominent Democratic lawmakers, including Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and Senator Bernie Sanders, have argued that Biden should cancel student loan debt up
to $50,000 per borrower. This move would clear 55 percent of all student debt in the U.S.
According to this line of thinking, loan forgiveness would be especially helpful for
low-income borrowers. Although these people might not have borrowed as much money as
middle- and upper-income people, they would still benefit more because they have less
accumulated wealth. Others point out that loan cancellation would be a huge help to people who
were never able to finish their college education. Can you imagine paying for a degree that you
never ended up receiving? And some claim that this debt relief would spur consumer spending in
this struggling economy.
Conversely, many Republicans strongly oppose student debt cancellation. Some of them
feel that it sets a bad example, and that it would be unfair to people who have already managed
to repay their loans. Do you think this is a valid concern? Why or why not? Others say that any
one time debt amnesty is simply a temporary fix, and does not provide a long-term solution to
the problem. A third objection has to do with the supposed positive effect on the economy being
claimed by Democrats. According to some models, the people whose loans are forgiven might
not immediately re-circulate that money into the economy; instead, they would probably have to
use this money to pay other bills. Which side do you favor, and why?

Perseverance Rover Lands on Mars
Nearly seven months after taking off from Cape Canaveral Florida on July 30th, 2020,
NASA’s Mars 2020 mission finally landed on the planet. The Perseverance rover touched down
on Mars on February 18th, 2021. It landed safely without any major issues and soon sent back
videos and images of the Martian surface. What do you think of the photo of Mars' surface taken
by the rover?
Perseverance is not the first Mars rover, but it has more advanced technology and is
heavier than its predecessor Curiosity. Much of that additional weight is found at the end of its
robotic arm, which contains a coring drill. NASA hopes to gain important information about the
possibility of life on Mars. The rover will search for microbial life, or “biosignatures,” which are
any substances that provide scientific evidence of the past or present existence of life. In
addition, the rover will study the planet’s geology while taking rock and soil samples that will be
stored in tubes to be collected during a later mission. NASA also hopes to learn more about the
possibility that humans could one day colonize the planet. Do you think this is likely? Why or
why not?
NASA also revealed that they had hidden a secret message in the design of the rover’s
parachute. The message was hidden using binary code. What is binary code? (A code used by
computers that uses only two digits: 0 and 1.) The message said, “Dare mighty things,” a quote
taken from a speech given by former president Theodore Roosevelt. Why do you think the
NASA team decided on this message?

We have long been fascinated with Mars. Babylonians studied this planet at least 2,400
years ago. Its blood-red appearance led the Romans to name it Mars, after the Roman god of war.
Now, of course, we know why Mars’ surface looks red. Can you explain? (Mars is covered with
iron oxide, a compound formed when iron mixes with oxygen, the process that creates rust.)
In 1609, Galileo Galilei became the first astronomer to see Mars through a telescope.
Today we know that a Martian day is about 40 minutes longer than an Earth day. But because of
Mars’ much slower orbit around the sun, a Martian year takes about 687 days. Mars is the fourth
planet from the sun. Is it the closest planet to us? (No; Venus, the second planet from the sun, is
closer.)
In the 1880s, Italian astronomer Giovanni Shiaparelli documented lines on the Martian
surface. He called them “canali,” or channels. Inaccurate translation led some to believe these
were canals, or structures built by intelligent Martians to carry water. But scientists decided the
“canals” were only natural features on the Martian landscape, much like the famed rock feature
known as the “face on Mars.”
Scientists once thought Mars’ low-pressure atmosphere prevented the existence of liquid
water in any quantity. But we now know that Mars had lots of liquid water in the past. Does this
mean there could have once been life on Mars? Could there be rudimentary life, like microbes,
there now? From the facts shown here about Mars’ temperature and atmosphere, do you think it
could easily support human life?

Doctors Predict Long Recovery for Tiger Woods After Car Crash
On February 23rd, professional golfer Tiger Woods was involved in a single-car crash in
southern California. Woods crashed his SUV into the median and rolled over several times,
suffering major leg injuries. He was rescued by paramedics and underwent emergency surgery
shortly after. During the surgery, Woods has several pins and screws inserted into his foot and
ankle, and a metal rod inserted into his tibia. What is the tibia? (Also known as the shinbone, the
tibia is the larger of the two bones beneath the knee.)
The doctors assisting Woods warned that the golfer will have a long recovery ahead of
him, and many believe the injuries could end his professional career. Can someone read the
quote here? Do you think Tiger will return to golf? Why or why not?
Tiger’s father, amateur golfer Earl Woods, introduced him to the game before Tiger
turned two years old. Many considered Tiger to be a child prodigy. What is a child prodigy? (A
child that demonstrated extraordinary talent at a specific skill.) Tiger’s skill was evident before
he even turned 10. Earl Woods says Tiger beat him in golf for the first time when his son was
only 11. Tiger Woods continued golfing through his teenage years and eventually earned a golf
scholarship to Stanford University where he studied economics. By the time he was 20, Woods
became the first golfer to win three consecutive U.S. amateur titles, and the same year he won
the N.C.A.A. individual golf championship.

Tiger Woods entered the world of professional golf in 1996 at the age of 20. A year later,
at the age of 21, he became the youngest golfer in history to win the Masters. He also became the
first Black golfer in history to secure a Masters victory. Golf has traditionally been a sport
dominated by white men, but Tiger’s success helped open the door to more people of color. How
important has Tiger Woods been to the sport of golf and to American sports in general?
Tiger’s victory at the Masters was only the beginning of what would become one of the
most sensational careers in the history of golf. He would go on to become the youngest golfer in
history to achieve a career Grand Slam. What is a Grand Slam in professional golf? (When a
single golfer wins all four major tournaments.) During his time in professional golf, Tiger has
secured 82 PGA Tour victories, which is tied for the most in history. In 2010, Tiger was named
the highest-paid professional athlete in modern history. That year, he earned $90.5 million from
tournaments and endorsement deals. In addition to his successes, Tiger Woods has faced major
challenges.
He’s undergone five back surgeries to deal with major injuries. He’s also faced scandals
in his personal life, and was arrested for reckless driving in 2017. But Woods continued to work
hard to return to the top of his sport and succeeded. In 2019, he won the Masters Tournament.
That same year, President Trump awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Today, many
believe Woods is the greatest golfer in history.

This Week In History: Susan B. Anthony
Susan B. Anthony, who died on March 13, 1906, was one of the greatest women’s rights
leaders in American history. She worked for many causes, but she is mostly known for her work
towards women’s suffrage. What is suffrage? (The right to vote.)
Susan Brownell Anthony was born in Massachusetts on February 15th, 1820. When she
was six, her family moved to New York State. She eventually settled in the city of Rochester.
She was raised as a strict Quaker, so toys and music were not allowed in the home. Who are the
Quakers? (A Christian group that values simplicity and honesty.) Quakers have a strong tradition
of fighting for equal rights. Many were leaders in the abolitionist movement. What does this
mean? (The movement to ban slavery.) Anthony’s family home was a meeting place for some of
the most important abolitionists of the day. Susan and her sisters received good educations, and
— unlike many women of the time — were encouraged to speak their opinions. How do you
think her upbringing might have led to the work she did later in her life?
Back then, there were few opportunities for women. They were expected to get married
and have children, but they were not allowed to vote. Anthony rejected this. She never married,
saying that if she had married she would have become “a drudge or a doll.” What do you think
she meant by this? (She was afraid she would either become her husband’s housekeeper—a
“drudge”—or someone who was seen but not heard, like a doll on a shelf.) Instead, she devoted
her life to working for abolition and for temperance. What was “temperance”? (The movement to
ban alcohol permanently.) In 1851, Anthony met Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Stanton was another
important women’s rights activist and one of Anthony’s closest friends. Anthony and Stanton
believed that the most important right any U.S. citizen could gain was the right to vote. They
worked hard to pass the 14th Amendment, which guaranteed the vote to African Americans. But
Anthony and Stanton were both disappointed that the amendment granted the vote only to men.
How would you have felt if you were a woman living at that time? Anthony and Stanton decided
that the only way women would get suffrage was with their own constitutional amendment. In
1869, they split off from other woman suffrage workers and founded a group called the National
Woman Suffrage Association, or NWSA. Anthony traveled around the U.S. making speeches
about women’s rights. The quote here comes from a speech she delivered in San Francisco. Do
you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

On November 5th, 1872, in defiance of New York State law, Anthony and 14 other
women demanded the right to vote in the presidential election. The voting clerk did not know
what to do, so he allowed them to cast ballots. Two weeks later, the women were all arrested for
illegal voting, but Anthony was the only one to go on trial. In the case called United States v.
Susan B. Anthony, she argued that the 14th Amendment to the Constitution gave all citizens
basic rights, and the right to vote was one of them. The court found her guilty, and fined
Anthony $100, but she refused to pay the fine. Instead, she used her arrest to bring attention to
woman suffrage. Was this a good tactic for her cause?
For the rest of her life, Susan B. Anthony remained active in the fight for suffrage. She
continued to give speeches and was president of NWSA until 1900. Anthony died less than a
month after celebrating her 86th birthday. Fourteen years later, in 1920, women won the right to
vote with the 19th Amendment to the Constitution.

Remember When…
Hal Holbrook, known for his vivid characters, died at age 95. Hal Holbrook passed away
on January 23rd, 2021, at the age of 95. Over the course of his long career, Holbrook portrayed
hundreds of different characters in films, TV shows, and plays. He was best-known for two roles
in particular: the government informer known as “Deep Throat” in “All the President’s Men,”
and the author Mark Twain, which he performed onstage for nearly 70 years. Did you see him in
either of these roles?
Harold Holbrook Jr. was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1925, the third of three children.
Two years later, his mother left the family to join a vaudeville revue. Harold Holbrook Sr., who
suffered from mental illness, decided to move to California, leaving his children with their
grandparents. Hal was only seven years old when his grandparents enrolled him in a military
boarding school in Indiana; he attended this school for the rest of his childhood. How do you
think this difficult childhood may have affected him?
One of the pictures below shows Holbrook as a student at Denison University in Ohio.
He wanted to study theater there, but his course of study was interrupted by World War Two.
After serving in the war, he and his new wife Ruby returned to Denison. It was there that Hal
Holbrook first adopted the personality of Mark Twain for a drama class assignment. Do you
think he ever guessed that he would play this role for more than six decades? After graduation,
Hal and Ruby Holbrook developed a stage play in which they portrayed several historical
characters — Mark Twain among them.

In 1952, after their daughter Victoria was born, Hal turned his impersonation into a
one-man show called “Mark Twain Tonight!” This show proved to be popular in small theaters
around the country. Holbrook improved it by talking to people who knew the famously
cantankerous author. Does he seem like he took this role pretty seriously? From his quote in the
image above, why do you think he identified so strongly with this part?
After landing a day job on a soap opera, he continued to perform “Mark Twain Tonight!”
in clubs. He also got to showcase his Twain persona on “The Tonight Show” and “The Ed
Sullivan Show.” Holbrook kept playing Mark Twain for the rest of his life, notching more than
2,100 different appearances in all 50 states and several countries. He put out albums of his
material during the late 1950s and 1960s.
In 1966, he won an Emmy Award for a TV adaptation of the role, and a Tony Award for
performing it onstage. He was 80 years old when he made his final Broadway run as the author
— older than the actual Mark Twain was when he died. Do you think this is the definition of a
“signature role”? But that was far from the only thing on his resume. Holbrook was an
in-demand actor for TV films, Hollywood movies, and stage adaptations. He was one of the first
actors to play a sympathetic gay character on TV with 1972’s “That Certain Summer.” The next
year, he faced off against Clint Eastwood in “Dirty Harry.” And in 1976, he brought intelligence
to the part of “Deep Throat” in the film “All the President’s Men.” What major scandal was
dramatized in this movie? (The Watergate scandal.)
In the 1980s, he often appeared on the TV show “Designing Women” opposite his third
wife, shown here with him in 1989. Who was she? (Dixie Carter.) Holbrook said it was Carter
who taught him that it was okay to actually have feelings and express them honestly. The couple
also starred together in a 2007 movie called “That Evening Sun.” That same year, Holbrook was
nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his work in “Into the Wild.”
Do you think this nomination was long overdue?
In 2010, Dixie Carter died from cancer. Hal Holbrook continued to work on projects
ranging from the movie “Lincoln” to a documentary about his work as Mark Twain. In 2017, no
longer feeling inspired by his most famous role, Holbrook retired from the role of Mark Twain.
He leaves behind a huge legacy as a great actor, and a bigger one as a really good person.

