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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Last Week's Woman in the News
She is a singer, songwriter, dancer, and actress with two of the best-selling albums of all

time. She is sometimes referred to as the “Princess of Pop” for helping to revive the teen pop
genre of music in the late 1990s and early 2000. She was born on December 2, 1981 in
McComb, Mississippi. In 1992, She was a member of “The Mickey Mouse Club.” In 1999, she
released her first studio album. She released her second album “Opps!... I Did It Again” in May
of 2000. This went on to sell more than 20 million copies worldwide, making her the best-selling
teenage artist of all time. She is now 39 years old and trying to gain her independence. Recently,
she testified in court about a 13-year-old court-ordered agreement—called a conservatorship—
that gave her father control over her estate and most other aspects of my life. The
conservatorship was supposedly put in place to protect her after she had an emotional
breakdown. But, in court, she called the conservatorship “abusive” and asked for it to end.

Who am I? (Britney Spears).



U.N. Study: Great Barrier Reef is “in danger”
The Great Barrier Reef is located off the northeastern coast of Australia. At 1,600 miles

long, it is both the world’s largest coral reef and the world’s largest living structure. Each coral is
actually a colony made up of tiny individual animals, called polyps. To protect themselves,
corals secrete a calcium compound that hardens to form an exoskeleton, or outer shell. Over
hundreds of thousands of years, these exoskeletons become coral reefs, which are extremely
important to many ocean ecosystems. They provide homes for thousands of different kinds of
living things. These include underwater plants, fish, and other animals that depend on the reef for
food.

Because of its size and importance, the Great Barrier Reef has been designated a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO, the cultural division of the United Nations. UNESCO recently issued
a report saying that the Great Barrier Reef is in danger due to pollution and warmer ocean
temperatures. The report says that Australia is not doing enough to stop these problems. It cites
the country’s continued use of fossil fuels such as oil and coal. When burned, these fuels give off
carbon gases that contribute to global warming, which has been raising water temperature near
the reef. UNESCO also says that Australian companies are still dumping chemicals into the
ocean. Without swift action to eliminate these problems, the report says there will be permanent
damage to the Great Barrier Reef within 30 years. Australian Environment Minister Sussan Ley
rejected the study. She says the government is putting a lot of effort into protecting the Great
Barrier Reef. However, there is no denying that many parts of the reef are unhealthy. Patches of
coral bleaching, as shown in this picture, mean that the coral inside have either died or are dying.



Coral reefs are found all around the world. They are usually located in shallow waters,
but sometimes can extend well into the ocean. Healthy coral reefs are very colorful, as you see
below. Corals are actually white. But their reefs get color from a particular type of microscopic
algae that live within the coral. The coral gets its nourishment from the algae. However,
excessive heat and polluted water puts a lot of stress on corals. When this happens, they expel
the algae. If the temperature stays high, the coral won’t let the algae back and the coral will die.

Altogether, coral reefs take up less than two percent of the ocean floor. But they are home
to 25 percent of the world’s marine species. Ocean plants grow on the coral. Fish come to eat
these plants, larger fish and animals come to eat the smaller fish, and so on. Coral reefs have
even been called “the rainforests of the ocean.” How are they like rainforests? (They support a
lot of life, they are important to the entire world, and so on.) Another benefit of coral reefs has to
do with their size and location. They slow down large waves before these waves reach the shore.
This protects shorelines and coastal communities around the world.

In addition, millions of people around the world make their living from coral reefs. What
are some of the ways this happens? (Fishing, tourism, and more.) The Great Barrier Reef draws
millions of tourists, accounting for $5.4 billion dollars every year and jobs for 70,000
Australians. Experts say reefs are worth about $375 billion to the world’s economy every year.



Many scientists around the world are working on ways to stop or reverse the damage that
has been done to coral reefs in recent years. The most important fights are against pollution and
global warming. Climate experts say significant action is needed now to stop global temperatures
from rising. One way to do this is to replace fossil fuels with clean energy sources. Experts also
say that to help coral reefs, we need to develop new techniques for reducing water pollution.
What kinds of measures can governments take to reduce global warming and pollution?

Scientists are also trying other ways to save the coral right now. One popular method is to
visit reefs hard-hit by warmer temperatures. Divers harvest any coral varieties that have survived
this warming, breed them in a laboratory, then transplant them to their original reef. How would
this help? (These hardier reef structures can then survive when water heats up.) Other scientists
have found coral varieties that have learned to adapt on their own. They are studying these corals
to see if this adaptive ability can be somehow “ turned on” in other varieties. A third
recommendation for the world’s coral reefs is the creation of more marine protected areas. These
would be places where fishing, mining, and even recreational activities would be off limits.
Experts say that reefs that have been protected in this way tend to survive, even when
unprotected areas nearby do not. Ultimately, experts say coral reefs won’t thrive until their
environment becomes less damaging, and that comes back to reducing overly warm ocean
temperatures and pollution.



As incarceration rates decline, communities find new ways to use old prisons
The number of people in state and federal prisons has been going down over the last 10

years. In 2019, the imprisonment rate fell for the 11th consecutive year, reaching its lowest point
since 1995. Experts say the reasons incarceration rates have gone down include falling crime and
arrest rates, as well as reductions in sentences for non-violent crimes like drug offenses. Can you
think of other changes that could be made to our current laws to help further decrease prison
populations? As a result, many prisons and juvenile correction centers around the country have
closed.

Several non-profit groups and businesses have looked for new ways to use these empty
buildings. In 2005, community leaders in Gainesville, Florida created a 10-year plan to end
homelessness in their area called Project GRACE. In 2011, project leaders purchased the
Gainesville Correctional Institution after the prison was closed due to budget cuts. In the years
since, the former prison has been transformed into GRACE Marketplace, a shelter that offers
housing , food, and services aimed at ending homelessness. Since opening, GRACE has helped
decrease homelessness in the Gainesville area by 30 percent. In Wagram, North Carolina, an
organization called GrowingChange transformed a prison there into an educational farm with
programs serving at-risk youths and jobless veterans. The GrowingChange farm offers young
people access to clinical therapy and classes that teach life skills and sustainable farming
practices. The organization has also created the “Flip the Prison” toolkit meant to help other
communities transform abandoned prisons. And in Staten Island, New York, one closed-down
prison has even been transformed into a movie studio where movies and shows that require a
prison location are filmed.



Below, you see a chart showing the incarceration rate in the U.S. over the last 40 years.
Between 1972 and 2009, there was a 700 percent growth in the prison population. As you can
see, in 2009, the prison population in the U.S. hit an all-time high. Since then, the number of
incarcerated people has gone down by 17 percent. While this is good news, experts say more
needs to be done to end the problem of mass incarceration. If the current rate of decline in the
prison population continues, it will take 72 years, or until 2093, to cut the current population in
half. What policies do you think lawmakers could pass to speed up the decline?

Even with the recent decline, the U.S. still has the highest incarceration rate in the world.
In 2020, there were 2.12 million people behind bars in the U.S., or nearly 1 percent of the
country’s total population. By comparison, China, a country with a population of 1.3 billion, had
1.6 million in prisons as of 2016.

Maintaining such a large prison population comes at a great cost. Overall, it costs U.S.
taxpayers $80 billion every year to run all the prisons in the country. What are some of the costs
involved? (Building and maintaining prisons, staffing them, paying for food and medical care,
and so on.) Although $80 billion might seem like a lot, a recent study claims that this is just the
tip of the iceberg for the real cost of prison. The study shows that families of prisoners end up
paying a lot of out-of-pocket costs such as fees for lawyers, visitation costs, money for prison
dispensaries, and so on. And, the study tracks millions of dollars in lost personal income due to
ex-inmates being disqualified from certain jobs.



79-year-old Japanese man shares 30-year bond with fish
The man shown here is 79-year-old Japanese diver Hiroyuki Arakawa. Arakawa has been

diving in Japan’s Tateyama Bay since he was 18 years old. Nearly 30 years ago, while
supervising the building of an underwater temple gate 60 feet below the ocean’s surface,
Arakawa made an unusual friend. On one of his dives, Arakawa encountered the fish shown
here, an Asian sheepshead wrasse named Yoriko. Asian sheepshead wrasses are large members
of the wrasse fish family. They can reach lengths up to 39 inches and weigh up to 32 pounds.
These fish are found only near the Korean Peninsula, China, and Japan. They are known for their
unusual, bulbous foreheads and large mouths.

One day, while diving near the underwater temple gate, Arakawa noticed that Yoriko’s
mouth was badly injured. Realizing the fish wouldn’t be able to catch her own food, Arakawa
spent the next ten days feeding the fish crab meat by hand. Eventually, Yoriko recovered from
the injury and the two have maintained a strong bond in the 30 years since. Even at 79, Arakawa
still spends time diving near the temple gate to visit his undersea friend. He just knocks on a
piece of metal, and Yoriko comes swimming over to him. She even lets him kiss her.

While fish have smaller and less complex brains than many mammal and bird species,
scientists have made discoveries in recent years that indicate that these animals are smarter than
we realize. One study from 2016 showed that certain fish species can recognize faces. Studying
the tiny, tropical archerfish, scientists presented the fish with a series of images of human faces.
Over the course of several weeks, these fish were eventually able to recognize familiar faces with
81 percent accuracy!



The wrasse family of fish contains over 600 different species. These fish are some of the
most colorful and diverse fish in the ocean. They are known for their unique mouths and jaws.
Most wrasses have protractile mouths, which means they have two sets of jaws, one used to open
and close the mouth, and one located in the back of the throat. Many wrasses have large lips,
which is why some species were given the German name “Lippfishce'' meaning “lip fishes.”
Many species of wrasse fish, including the humphead, are sexually dimorphic. This means
individuals can change sex later in life. In the case of the humphead wrasse, these fish can
produce both eggs and sperm at different stages of life. Humphead wrasses are also long-lived
fish and can survive for more than 30 years in the wild. Another important member of the wrasse
family is the bluestreak cleaner, shown here. The bluesteak cleaner wrasse is unique because of
the mutualistic relationships it forms with other larger fish species. What does mutualistic mean
here? (A relationship that benefits both species.) Bluestreak cleaners feed on parasites and dead
tissue on the bodies of other fish. In this way, the cleaners gain easy access to food while keeping
the larger fish free of harmful parasites. On the right is an image of an orange-dotted tuskfish.
This member of the wrasse family was one of the first fish species observed using tools to solve
a problem. In 2016, a diver filmed an orange-spotted tuskfish repeatedly throwing a clam against
a rock to access the food inside. The diver filmed the fish successfully opening several clams
using this method. Experts consider tool use an important sign of animal intelligence. Only in
recent years have scientists begun studying this behavior outside of cases involving mammals
and birds.



Kandinsky watercolor, lost for 70 years, sells for $1.3 million
Recently, a lost painting by Russian artist Wassily Kandinsky — VASS-ih-lee

kan-DIN-skee — was rediscovered after nearly 70 years. The painting, shown here, is titled
“Curved Tips” and was completed in 1927. But since 1949, the whereabouts of “Curved Tips”
has remained unknown. For many years, the only clue art experts had to go on was a small
sketch, shown at right. This sketch came from a catalog listing some of Kandinsky’s works. Then
in May of 2021, the painting resurfaced in the estate of a private collector in Germany. Since
then, it’s been sold to another private collector for $1.3 million. Before the painting was sold, it
was displayed publicly in several German cities. This was the first time the painting had been on
display since 1932.

Wassily Kandinsky was born in Moscow, Russia, in 1866. He attended the University of
Moscow, where he studied law and economics. But when he was 30, he moved to Germany to
become an artist. Within a few years, he had become one of Europe’s best-known and most
interesting artists. His paintings were shown in galleries in Paris, New York, and all around the
world. Kandinsky has been recognized as one of the most important figures in the world of
modern, abstract art. What is “abstract art?” (Art that does not attempt to show any recognizable
scene from life.) Kandinsky began his artistic career creating paintings that followed newer
trends of the time, like Impressionism and Art Nouveau.

Many of these early paintings were more realistic than his later works like “Curved Tips.”
His later, more abstract paintings focused primarily on bright colors, clean lines, and geometric
shapes. Kandinsky often spoke of the connection between visual art and music and used the
language of music to describe his process of painting.



Experts believe Kandinsky’s focus on music may have been the result of a neurological
condition called synesthesia. People who experience synesthesia perceive two or more senses at
the same time. In the case of Kandinsky, he could reportedly see colors when he listened to
music. How do you think this condition might be beneficial for a visual artist? The two paintings
below were both created in 1913. What do you see in “Composition VII”? Do you like it?

The other painting “Squares with Concentric Circles” is one of Kandinsky’s most famous
and popular pieces. However, Kandinsky did not think of it as a major work. He created it as a
small drawing to see how colors interacted with each other. In addition to being an artist,
Kandinsky was also a teacher. He wrote several important essays about the process of creating
art. In much of his writing, he talked about art as a spiritual pursuit. He felt that all art, including
music and poetry, should help people understand things in a different way. Kandinsky explained
his views towards art in a famous story. One day, he had been working hard on a painting, and
decided to go for a walk. His assistant, cleaning up the studio, took one of his paintings and
accidentally turned it on its side. When Kandinsky came back, he did not recognize his own
painting at first — he burst into tears, because he thought it was the most beautiful thing he had
ever seen. After this, Kandinsky’s paintings became more abstract, because he was trying to use
colors and shapes to produce feelings instead of thoughts. Wassily Kandinsky’s writings and
statements became very important for younger abstract artists. But he always considered himself
a painter rather than an author or a philosopher.



Country of the Week: Croatia
Croatia is a small European country with a coastline on the Adriatic Sea. What larger

body of water is the Adriatic Sea part of? (The Mediterranean Sea.)
Many say Croatia has one of the most beautiful coastlines in the world. Croatia controls

more than 1,000 islands in the Adriatic Sea. The islands and the gorgeous coastal towns are
popular stops for Mediterranean cruises. Not surprisingly, tourism is one of Croatia’s biggest
industries. Millions of people go there each year to relax on the country’s beautiful beaches, and
visit its historic villages. But there is a lot more to Croatia than its coast. The country’s north and
northeastern regions feature plains, lakes, and rolling hills. The Dinaric Alps cover much of the
western part of Croatia, and the highest peak in the country is Dinara, the mountain for which the
range is named.

Just over 4 million people live in Croatia. Croatia has one of the strongest economies in
Southeast Europe. The people there enjoy good quality education, and universal health care
provided by the state. The capital and largest city is Zagreb. Andrej Plenkovic — AHN-drey
PLEHN-koh-vitch — has been the country’s prime minister since 2016. Croatia has a
parliamentary form of government. The prime minister is in charge of the day-to-day running of
the government. Croatia also has a president, who is directly elected and serves as the
commander in chief of the armed forces.

The Croatian flag features three horizontal stripes of red, white, and blue. These colors
stand for three of its historic kingdoms: Croatia, Slavonia, and Dalmatia. Where do we most
often hear about Dalmatia? (From the popular spotted breed of dog that originates from this
area.) In the middle of the flag, is the Croatian coat of arms. Croatian history is fascinating, with
links to almost every other country in Europe.



As a nation, Croatia only dates back to 1991. But its people have a long history. The Zagreb
Cathedral, shown below, is a Gothic structure that was completed in 1217 C.E. It is still the
tallest building in Croatia. Over the years, various powers—including the Romans, Hungarians,
Austrians, and Ottomans— have ruled Croatia in order to control its coastline. At the end of
World War One, several different territories in this area were brought together into one country
called Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia included Croatia, as well as the countries we now call Serbia,
Slovenia, North Macedonia, Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina. After World War Two,
like many countries in Central and Eastern Europe, Yugoslavia became a communist country.
Josip Broz Tito, was Yugoslavia’s president from 1953 to his death in 1980. Tito was born in
modern-day Croatia in 1892. He was a popular leader and helped keep peace between different
groups. Some called him a “benevolent dictator.” Can a leader be both good and a dictator?

When Yugoslavia began to break up in the early 1990s, many of its peoples sought their
own homelands. Croatia declared independence in 1991. But serious tensions between the
different ethnic groups in this area boiled over into a war and accusations of “ethnic cleansing.”
What is ethnic cleansing? (The attempt to wipe out other ethnic groups through systematic
killing.)

By the time these conflicts were over in 1995, more than 250,000 people had been killed,
including more than 20,000 Croatians. Today, Croatia is at peace, and the country recently came
into prominence with its 2nd place finish in the 2018 World Cup. The Croatian team’s captain,
Luka Modrić, is one of the best soccer players in the world, and he was named the best player in
that World Cup.



Last Week in History
The assassination of Abraham Lincoln was one of the biggest tragedies in U.S. history. It

happened on April 14th, 1865, just before the end of the Civil War. Lincoln’s death is often
portrayed as the act of one man, John Wilkes Booth. Why did Booth shoot Lincoln? (He thought
it was the only way to salvage the outcome of the Civil War in favor of the Confederacy. Even
though Robert E. Lee had already surrendered, the fighting was still going on.) Booth was fatally
shot 12 days after the assassination on a Virginia farm where he was hiding out. But Booth did
not act alone.

On July 7th, 1865, four of his alleged co-conspirators were hanged, including the first
woman ever executed by the U.S. government. Mary Surratt owned a boarding house in
Washington, D.C. Her son, John Surratt Jr., was a Confederate spy during the Civil War. John
Wilkes Booth pulled John Jr. into his plot, which was originally to kidnap President Lincoln.
Three other guests at the boarding house were also in on this plot: Lewis Powell, George
Atzerodt, and David Herold. Eventually, the plot shifted to assassinating the top three officials in
the Union: President Lincoln, Vice President Andrew Johnson, and Secretary of State William
Seward. John Surratt was out of town, but the other male conspirators all had assignments. Booth
was successful in his mission to kill Lincoln. David Herold helped Lewis Powell find Seward.
Powell stabbed Seward, wounding him badly but not fatally. Atzerodt, an alcoholic, wandered
off before killing Johnson, and went to sleep. After the assassination, agents learned about the
meetings at Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse. They arrested Powell, Atzerodt, Herold, and Mary
Surratt, but John Jr. escaped to Canada. All four were put on trial and convicted, although
historians still disagree about how much Mary Surratt knew about the plot. On July 7th, as these
four were led to the gallows, Lewis Powell yelled out, “Mrs. Surratt is innocent. She doesn’t
deserve to die with the rest of us.” But it was too late.



Remembering When…
These shows are always dramatic. After all, doctors hold life and death in their hands.

This week, we remember some of the earliest TV shows centered on doctors and hospitals.
Doctor shows go back a lot earlier than television. “Young Doc Barclay,” “The Life and Loves of
Dr. Susan,” and some other popular radio shows of the 1930s were centered on the lives of
medical personnel.

One of the biggest shows actually started as a 1937 film called “Interns Can’t Take
Money.” It starred Joel McCrea as an intern named Dr. Kildare. In this case, what is an intern?
(Someone who has earned a medical degree, but does not have a doctor’s license yet.) This film
was very popular, and led to a series of nine films starring Lew Ayres as Dr. Kildare. This
character was turned into a very popular radio show in the 1950s. But it became a huge television
hit in the 1960s when it starred the actor shown at left. (Richard Chamberlain.)

This Dr. Kildare was old enough to save lives, but was still young enough to be a teen idol. Soon,
shops filled up with Dr. Kildare comic books, jigsaw puzzles, and even “Thumpy the
Stethoscope.” Did you watch this show? If so, what did you like about it?

The only doctor on TV that could rival the popularity of Dr. Kildare is shown at lower
right. Neurosurgeon Ben Casey was also a young and brilliant doctor. Do you remember who
played this role? (Vince Edwards.) “Ben Casey” and “Dr. Kildare” were such huge rivals that



Vince Edwards and Richard Chamberlain once got into a fight in Central Park. Reportedly, the
fight was about a comment Edwards made saying that Chamberlain couldn’t act his way out of a
paper bag. Which of these “young doctors” did you like better?

Spurred by the success of these shows, several medical TV soap operas started in the
1960s, including “General Hospital” and “The Doctors,” while other shows were partially set in
hospitals as well. These shows featured many characters getting amnesia, going into comas, and
other rare medical crises. But they also taught people about more common problems. One of the
best-loved TV shows of the 1970s is shown at top right. Robert Young starred as rule-breaking
Dr. Marcus Welby for seven years. He is shown here with Dr. Steven Kiley, an uptight associate
who was a regular on the show, played by James Brolin.

Since the 1970s, doctor shows have gotten much more realistic and gritty. “M*A*S*H,”
one of the most popular shows in history, followed medics during the Korean War. Ensemble
dramas such as “St. Elsewhere,” “E.R.,” “Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman,” and others have shown
scenes that “Dr. Kildare” could never have aired. More recently, shows like “Grey’s Anatomy,”
“The Good Doctor,” and “Chicago Med” have attracted huge audiences.


