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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Woman in the News 
She represents California’s 12th District in the U.S. House as a Democrat. She is currently the 
Speaker of the House, so she has a lot of power to decide what matters are taken up in that 
political body. She was born 80 years ago, and grew up in Baltimore, Maryland. When she 
moved to San Francisco, she worked for California’s Democratic Party. In 1987, she took over 
the House seat held by her former mentor. Since then, she has been re-elected 16 times. She 
served as Speaker of the House from 2007 to 2011, the first woman to hold this important 
position. She became Speaker again after Democrats regained a majority in the House in the 
2018 elections. Representatives re-elected her as Speaker of the House. This will be her fourth 
and final term as Speaker. It also makes her the oldest person ever selected as Speaker.  

 
Nancy Pelosi  

 



 The Legacy of President Trump 
Four years ago, Donald Trump was sworn in as the 45th president of the U.S. His term 

will come to an end on January 20th. Now, political experts are examining his legacy as 
president. As a candidate, Trump promised to curb illegal immigration to the U.S. As president, 
he pushed to build a wall along the 2,000-mile border between the U.S. and Mexico. Four years 
later, new barriers cover hundreds of miles along the border. Does the wall cover the entire 
border? (No — only about half of it.)  

Trump also expanded the powers given to Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or 
ICE. The Trump administration also imposed harsher rules on refugees trying to enter the U.S. 
His administration was criticized for detaining thousands of refugees in camps, and, in many 
cases, separating children from their parents. Trump also tried hard to end the DACA program, 
but the courts rejected his plan. What does this program do? (It gives young undocumented 
immigrants brought here as children a path to citizenship.)  

As a former businessman, Trump promised to improve the economy. In 2017, he pushed 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act through Congress. This legislation lowered taxes for most individuals 
and businesses. However, some economists criticized the tax cuts because they mostly benefited 
rich people. During Trump’s term, the stock market reached record highs, and before the 
pandemic hit, unemployment was at its lowest point in decades. 

 

 



For the last four years, President Trump’s policies have favored businesses over 
environmental protection. His administration sought to allow mining and logging in formerly 
protected areas. The Trump administration rolled back many environmental regulations and 
weakened laws such as the Endangered Species Act and the Clean Power Act. Trump also 
officially withdrew the U.S. from the Paris Agreement; an international pact to reduce harmful 
“greenhouse gas” emissions so as to slow down global warming. On the other hand, Trump 
supported and signed the Great American Outdoors Act. This legislation provides a permanent 
fund for the improvement of U.S. national parks. 

President Trump also upended many norms in the area of foreign policy. In his 
inauguration speech, he promised that he would look out for “America First.” Over the next four 
years, the Trump administration withdrew from a number of international treaties, agreements, 
and organizations, saying that they did not serve American interests. This included dropping out 
of the Iran nuclear agreement and leaving the World Health Organization. How do you think 
these actions supported his “America First” policy? Oddly Trump reached out to North Korea, 
Russia, and other countries that have been traditional foes of the U.S., although he upset China 
by imposing new restrictions on trade with that country.  

 

 



Even before Donald Trump’s presidency began, some of his campaign advisors were 
accused of working with the leaders of other countries. A special investigation found several 
Trump associates guilty. The Democrat-controlled House of Representatives voted to impeach 
Trump over trying to involve the president of Ukraine in the 2020 election. Trump was found not 
guilty by the Republican controlled Senate, so he was not removed from office.  

Trump’s final year in office will always be associated with the pandemic. At first, the 
president downplayed the threat of the coronavirus. He was also criticized by public health 
officials for not encouraging people to wear masks and practice social distancing. But, he pushed 
hard for the development of a COVID-19 vaccine and brought together the resources of the 
government with private industry to form Operation Warp Speed. Operation Warp Speed was the 
national effort to develop and distribute effective vaccines. In fact, two U.S. vaccines were 
developed in record time and are being rolled out across the U.S.  

Many believe that the president’s legacy may end up being tainted by the January 6th 
assault on the U.S. Capitol by thousands of Trump supporters. These supporters went to 
Washington, D.C. at Trump’s request to disrupt Congressional proceedings to ratify the Electoral 
College votes. They stormed the Capitol after listening to President Trump making unfounded 
claims that the 2020 election was stolen from him. 

 

 



World Leaders Hold Virtual Climate Summit 
Due to the ongoing COVID19 pandemic, the U.N. postponed its annual Climate Change 

Conference to 2021. In its place, the U.N. hosted an online virtual Climate Ambition Summit. 
The summit brought together climate leaders from countries around the world to discuss 
measures related to stopping the effects of climate change. Do you think summits like this are 
useful in the fight against climate change?  

The summit comes on the fifth anniversary of the Paris Climate Agreement. (A treaty 
signed by 194 countries with the goal of decreasing greenhouse gas emissions around the world.) 
The Paris Agreement originally created a mission to limit global warming to only 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. During the 2020 summit, 75 climate leaders came together to outline major plans and 
policies to help limit the impact of climate change. Seventy One countries submitted climate 
plans with goals that were more ambitious than those outlined in the Paris Agreement. The U.S. 
left the Paris Agreement during the Trump administration, but President-elect Joe Biden has said 
he will re-enter the agreement. However, U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres said that 
current plans are not enough. He called on countries to declare a State of Climate Emergency in 
their countries until carbon neutrality is reached. Carbon neutrality is the state of having a 
balance between carbon emissions, and absorbing an equal amount of emissions out of the 
atmosphere. 

 

 



Scientists attribute global climate change to a phenomenon called the “greenhouse 
effect.” Can you use this illustration to explain the greenhouse effect? (The windows in a 
greenhouse trap heat and keep the greenhouse warm in winter. In the same way, Earth’s 
atmosphere lets in the sun’s heat while certain heavy atmospheric gases keep that heat from 
escaping.) Without these heavy gases, such as carbon dioxide and methane, Earth would be a 
cold, lifeless planet. But the chemical balance of the atmosphere has changed over the last 
century-plus. Industry and transportation have pumped millions of tons of greenhouse gases into 
the air. What is the source of most carbon dioxide emissions around the world? (While all living 
creatures produce carbon dioxide when they exhale, the burning of fossil fuels such as coal and 
oil and the burning of wood are the main sources of emissions.)  

Most heat-trapping gases come from power plants, vehicles, and livestock production. 
Industrialization has improved the quality of life for billions around the world, and has allowed 
developing nations to grow and prosper. It has also allowed us to enjoy many of the 
conveniences we have today. But there is a direct correlation between the unprecedented increase 
in greenhouse gas emissions and the increase in Earth’s temperatures. Do you think we can 
reduce emissions without affecting economic growth? 

 
Scientists agree that climate change is real, is mostly human-caused, and is a serious 

threat. They can make educated predictions about the consequences of climate change based on 

 



what we are already seeing. Ice melting in the Arctic is expected to cause global sea levels to rise 
as much as two feet in the next century. This would have an obvious impact on coastal areas, 
including the displacement of millions of people. 

Warmer weather in the Arctic and Antarctic threatens to raise global temperatures even 
more, because water absorbs more heat than snow and ice do. Other predictions include 
increased rainfall in some areas and heatwaves and droughts in other areas. Heatwaves and 
droughts lead to more wildfires, plant and animal extinctions, and food and water shortages.  

Meteorologists point to the increase in strong hurricanes in the past few years as an effect 
of climate change. Why might this be happening? (Hurricanes become more intense when ocean 
water is warmer.) Scientists cannot blame climate change for any single storm, but they can draw 
a connection between a pattern of increased storm activity and global temperature increases. Yet 
this issue has consistently been a low priority for U.S. voters. 

 

 



Iranian architects build environmentally friendly homes 
In the face of the ongoing global climate crisis, architects around the world are looking 

for new ways to reduce the carbon footprint of building homes. What is a carbon footprint? (The 
total greenhouse gas emissions caused by an individual, event, or organization.)  

Recently, the Tehranbased ZAV Architects group built a series of new homes on Hormuz 
Island using a more environmentally friendly construction method. The architects built a group 
of homes for island residents in a style called “superadobe.” These homes are not only simple 
and inexpensive to build, they are also beautiful. Looking at the image below, what do you think 
of this style?  

Superadobe domes were invented by the Iranian architect Nader Khalili in the 1980s. He 
created the domes in response to a call by NASA to design housing for future settlements on the 
Moon and Mars. Superadobe homes are created by laying fabric bags filled with earth on top of 
one another. They are held together by barbed wire then finished off with plaster, soil, or even 
grass. The ZAV architects wanted their new domes to not only help the environment, but to aid 
the local economy as well. So rather than bringing in outside help to construct the domes, the 
group taught locals the skills necessary to build superadobes themselves. The architects hope that 
helping local people learn new construction skills will provide better job opportunities. 

 

 



This Week in History 
Elizabeth I was crowned Queen of England this week in 1559. The Elizabethan Era was 

one of the most important periods in English history. During this period, which lasted from 1558 
to 1603, Sir Francis Drake became a hero by sailing around the entire world, England started 
colonies in North America, and the country’s navy defeated the feared Spanish Armada. It was 
also a time of great literary accomplishment. William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, and 
John Donne wrote some of the greatest plays and poems in the English language. And all of this 
happened under the 44-year reign of one woman: Queen Elizabeth I.  

Elizabeth was born in the year 1533. Her father was King Henry the Eighth, ruler of 
England (which already included Wales) and Ireland. From the map below, what other kingdom 
existed at this time? (Scotland.) When she was two and a half years old, Henry imprisoned and 
then executed Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn. This might have been unusual for the British 
monarchy, but not for Henry the Eighth. He had a total of six wives, two of whom he divorced 
and two of whom he had executed. Because her parents’ marriage had been annulled, or declared 
invalid, Elizabeth was ranked behind several of Henry’s other children. Her half-brother, King 
Edward the Sixth, took the throne at the age of nine, but only lived another six years. He left the 
throne to his cousin, Lady Jane Grey. But this was disallowed, and Lady Jane was thrown in 
prison, and then executed.  

With Lady Jane’s death, Elizabeth’s half-sister Mary became Queen Mary the First. 
During this time, English Catholics and Protestants were constantly fighting for power. Mary 
was a Catholic, and took many steps to turn England Catholic — including burning 280 people at 
the stake for religious reasons. What did it mean to burn someone at the stake? (To tie them to a 
pole and burn them alive.) Another of these steps was to throw Elizabeth into jail for nearly a 
year. Queen Mary later let Elizabeth out of prison, and — when Mary became sick five years 
later — appointed Elizabeth as the next monarch. After Mary died in 1558, Elizabeth was named 
Queen Elizabeth the First, Queen of England and Ireland — at the age of 25. Her coronation took 
place on January 15th, 1559. What is a coronation? (The ceremony where a ruler is officially 
crowned as king or queen.)  

As soon as Queen Elizabeth I took the throne, there was a lot of pressure for her to marry. 
Why? (This would mean that her son or daughter would then rule England after she died.) But 
Elizabeth did not try very hard to find a suitable husband. Instead, she concentrated on becoming 
a true leader for all of England’s citizens. After a while, she became known as “the Virgin 
Queen,” meaning that she had never married. When she granted permission to start a colony in 
North America, the settlers named it “Virginia” after her nickname. 

During her reign, Elizabeth was constantly on guard against the Spanish and against 
Catholic rebels in her own country. In 1568, Elizabeth imprisoned her cousin, a woman known 
as Mary, Queen of Scots, because she saw her as a threat. Eighteen years later, Elizabeth’s spies 
found and decoded a letter from Mary. In the letter, Mary seemed to agree with an assassination 
plot against the queen. Elizabeth put her cousin on trial for treason. What is treason? (The crime 
of betraying one’s country.) She was found guilty, and Mary, Queen of Scots, was beheaded on 

 



February 8, 1587. Even so, Elizabeth was considered to be a more tolerant ruler than those who 
came before her. And during her long reign, she gave England stability. Do you think she was a 
good monarch for her time?  

In 1603, Elizabeth I became very depressed after the deaths of a number of her close 
friends and advisors. Her health got worse, and she passed away on March 24th at the age of 69. 
Before she died, she agreed to name a new king to succeed her: James the Sixth of Scotland, the 
son of her former rival Mary, Queen of Scots. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 



 

 



 

 



 
  

 



 

 



 



 

 



THE ELECTION AND ITS AFTERMATH HAVE REVEALED WEAKNESSES IN OUR 
DEMOCRACY 

Establish national best practices for voting and election security 
Better election laws could provide for equitable access to polling places, early voting and 

vote by mail, while protecting eligible voters from being purged from the rolls and ensuring that 
no one could vote twice. States could also build infrastructure that's safe from hackers.  

Legislation in the House provides one possible blueprint. A bill it passed in 2019 would 
set national standards and fund election infrastructure. It also would grant the right to vote to 
people who have been convicted of a felony if they've been sentenced only to probation or 
released from custody. (Several states have since introduced their own such laws.) And it sets up 
a pilot program to give high school students information about registering to vote. 

 
Register voters automatically  

Automatically registering voters — through driver's licenses, for instance — would add 
up to 50 million people to the rolls, according to the Brennan Center for Justice at New York 
University. When the House passed national automatic voter registration in 2019, no Republican 
voted for it. If national legislation proves unlikely, states can enact automatic voter registration 
on their own. Twenty states and the District of Columbia have some version 

 
Turn D.C. and Puerto Rico into states  

The Senate's structure, with each state, regardless of population, having two senators, 
favors rural, white, Republican-leaning states, creating a body that fails to reflect the national 
electorate. Diverse, blue-leaning California, with almost 40 million residents, has just two 
senators, while South Dakota, North Dakota, Wyoming Idaho and Alaska — all red-leaning and 
mostly white — have a combined 10 senators for fewer than five million residents overall. 
Statehood for the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico would not only provide representation in 
the national government to millions of Americans who now lack it, but would begin to address 
(though not eliminate) the imbalance in the Senate by adding four new Senate seats representing 
racially diverse, densely populated urban areas.  

The Democratic House passed a statehood bill for Washington for the first time last year. 
Statehood itself would require approval by both Congress and residents.  

 
End gerrymandering 

Partisan gerrymandering reduces the number of competitive electoral districts, 
contributing to the polarization of Congress and state legislatures by pushing candidates away 
from the center and all but guaranteeing one party's success in most races. In 2019, a 
conservative majority on the Supreme Court ruled that partisan gerrymandering claims are 
beyond the reach of federal courts. But state courts can limit gerrymandering based on state 
constitutions, as the Pennsylvania Supreme Court did in 2018. States, can also adopt nonpartisan 

 



redistricting corn missions, as several have done. Research shows that these commissions have 
succeeded in drawing electoral maps that neutralize partisan bias. 

 
Make People Vote 

Compulsory voting is, hands down, the most effective way to increase turnout. It also 
changes politics: Suppressing the vote is no longer a strategy. "Campaigns have to focus on 
persuasion, not demobilizing voters," says Nathaniel Persily, co-director of the Stanford-MIT. 
Healthy Elections Project.  

A city or a county could pass an ordinance imposing a penalty on people who fail to vote. 
The idea wouldn't be to force voters to pick a candidate. They could turn in a blank ballot. But 
they couldn't ignore the election without some penalty. (A potentially more popular alternative 
—giving people a tax credit or another benefit in exchange for voting — would probably require 
a change in federal law.)  

 
Shorten the Transition 

In the early 1930s, in the midst of the Great Depression, Congress and the states came 
together on a constitutional amendment to shorten the presidential transition from four to 
two-and-a-half months. That change came too late to prevent a disastrous transition between 
Herbert Hoover and Franklin Roosevelt, which accelerated the country's banking crisis and 
deepened the depression. Now, the period from early November to Jan. 20 itself seems too long, 
given the fast-paced nature of political events. This year it has become an opportunity for 
mischief that can rattle democracy to its core. A constitutional amendment could update the 
transition timeline, with no partisan implications.  

 
Eliminate the Electoral College 

The Electoral College, which apportions its electors based on the size of each state's 
congressional delegation, skews elections by concentrating attention on a handful of swing 
states. One result is that a candidate can lose in the Electoral College while winning the popular 
vote. Eliminating the Electoral College altogether would require a constitutional ammendment. 
As a more viable alternative, reformers have proposed a National Popular Vote Interstate 
Compact. States would pledge to award all of their Electoral College votes to the winner of the 
national popular vote. The compact would take effect once states with the winning min-imum 
total of 270 votes join. So far, states with 196 electoral votes combined have signed on. 
 
 

 


