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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.












































Person in the News
She is an 18-year-old environmental activist from Stockholm, Sweden. She has gained

worldwide fame for her environmental activism.  In 2018, she started a weekly “school strike”
for the environment. She stood outside the Swedish parliament building every Friday, demanding
that politicians do something to combat climate change. After she addressed the U.N. Climate
Change Conference in 2018, her weekly protests grew into a worldwide movement, with
students staging their own strikes every Friday. She has since received many honors and awards
and has been named one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People. She was recently
featured on the cover of “Vogue” Magazine’s very first Scandinavian edition. Inside the
magazine, however, she called out fashion companies for their poor environmental records. She
told the interviewer that many clothing companies are engaging in “greenwashing” — pretending
to care about climate change without changing any of their harmful practices.

Who am I? (Greta Thunberg.)



Finally, an end to malaria?
BioNTech is a company based in the German city of Mainz. This company became

world-famous last year during the race to develop a vaccine against COVID-19. BioNTech
specializes in immunotherapies, or medicines that work with a person’s immune system to stop
diseases. Last year, this company partnered with a company in the U.S. to develop the first
successful vaccine. Do you know which vaccine this was? (Pfizer.) Now, BioNTech is setting its
sights on a different problem: malaria. What is malaria? (An infectious disease that is spread by a
certain type of mosquito.) This disease sickens millions of people every year, mostly in Africa.
But despite the efforts of many scientists around the world, no medicine or vaccine has ever been
able to fully stop it. The key to stopping malaria, according to BioNTech, lies in messenger
RNA. The mNRA molecule is what tells our bodies to make certain proteins. The Pfizer and
Moderna vaccines contain synthetic mRNA molecules . These molecules instruct our bodies to
create proteins that fight the coronavirus. According to BioNTech, we could develop mRNA to
fight other viruses and bacteria, as well as the parasite that causes malaria. What other diseases
do you think can be stopped with this technology? The company expects to have an early sample
of the malaria vaccine ready by the end of 2022. BioNTech has also announced that it will start
building vaccine plants in South Africa. These factories would make it a lot easier to distribute a
malaria vaccine inside Africa, where this deadly disease hits the hardest.



Malaria is spread by a certain kind of mosquito. From the words here, what kind of mosquito?
(Anopheles.) But it is caused by a parasite carried by the mosquito called a plasmodium. This
parasite is injected into humans and other animals through a bite from these mosquitoes. Why do
these insects bite us? (Female mosquitoes use our blood to help produce their eggs.) When the
plasmodium enters the body, it attacks a person’s liver and red blood cells, causing malaria.
Anopheles mosquitoes only live in tropical areas such as the ones shown on the map. But there
are enough of them to infect more than 200 million people annually. Ninety percent of these
cases occur in sub-Saharan Africa. What does “sub-Saharan'' mean? (Below the Sahara Desert.)
These infections cause about 400,000 deaths every year. Children five years old and under make
up about two thirds of the annual death toll because their immune systems are less strong than
those of adults. Malaria is most common in poverty stricken nations. People in many of the areas
shown on the map here have little or no access to medical care or health information. They are
also less likely to have access to healthy diets, which can strengthen the immune system. People
have tried many things to stop malaria from spreading, from interfering with the ability of
Anopheles mosquitoes to reproduce to providing nets to protect people when they are sleeping.
These nets are often treated with insecticides or insect repellents. While these efforts have helped
save countless lives, they are not enough. Experts believe the only way to stop this disease is to
develop a reliable vaccine.



August brings clear view of Saturn’s rings
This August, star-gazers will have a great view of two of our solar system’s most

impressive planets. This month, both Saturn and Jupiter will be in opposition. From the words
here, what is “opposition” in astronomy? (When an outer planet is on the opposite side of the
Earth from the Sun.) Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun and Jupiter is the fifth. The diagram
here shows the general location of both planets this month. Outer planets are in opposition only
once per year. What is the difference between inner and outer planets? (Inner planets are closer to
the Sun and include Mercury, Earth, Venus, and Mars.) Astronomers say the best time to look at
a planet in the night sky is during opposition. That’s because the planets are nearer to Earth than
any other time during the year. This August, Saturn and Jupiter will appear slightly brighter than
normal when viewed with the naked eye. Experts suggest viewing the planets through binoculars
or a telescope. Through a telescope, the rings of Saturn are clearly visible during this time, and
it’s even possible to see the planet’s largest moon. Toward the end of the month, Jupiter will
move into opposition, making it appear brighter in the sky as well. Both planets will remain
viewable in the night sky through the end of 2021. But this isn’t the only shining moment these
planets have had in recent years. In December of 2020, the “great conjunction” took place.
(When Saturn and Jupiter appeared incredibly close together in the sky.) The planets were so
close together that they appeared as a single light in the sky. The great conjunction in 2020 was
the first time the planets had passed so closely together since 1623.



Saturn is 886,700,00 miles from the Sun. The length of a year on Saturn is equal to more
than 29 Earth years. It is the second largest planet in the solar system. What is the largest?
(Jupiter.) Saturn’s name comes from the Roman god of wealth and agriculture. It is one of the
planets called “gas giants,” because it is made almost entirely out of very dense gases. Saturn is
mostly made of hydrogen, but also consists of helium and other gases. These gases are held
together with the force of gravity. What other planets are considered to be “gas giants”? (Jupiter,
Uranus, and Neptune.) People have been able to see Saturn in the sky for thousands of years. But
the first person to see it through a telescope was the famous Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei —
gal-ih-LAY-oh gal-ih-LAY-ee. This early telescope was not very powerful — Galileo thought
Saturn was actually two or three planets together. Later, astronomers were able to see that Saturn
was actually surrounded by a set of rings. It is only in this century that we have learned what
these rings are. Scientists think the material in these rings might have come from a moon or
asteroid that exploded long ago. The materials that make up these rings stay in place because of
the gravity of Saturn and its moons. Saturn has more than 35 moons. But Saturn is not the only
planet with rings. The other “gas giant” planets also have this unusual feature, although their
rings are much less extensive than those of Saturn. Saturn is also the least dense planet in the
solar system — in fact, if there were a bucket of water large enough to hold such a huge planet,
Saturn would actually float.



Goose visits injured mate at animal hospital
Recently, employees at a New England animal hospital shared a heartwarming story

about two geese. In July, staff members at the Cape Wildlife Center noticed that one of the geese
that live in a nearby pond was limping and falling over. Looking at the map, where is the Cape
Wildlife Center located? (In Barnstable, Massachusetts.) The goose— whose name is Arnold—is
part of a mated pair with another goose named Amelia. Arnold and Amelia, shown here, are
Canada geese. Canada geese are monogamous, which means they only have one mate. Most
Canada geese stay with their mate their whole lives. Staff members were able to catch Arnold
and bring him to the clinic for care. Veterinarians at the clinic discovered that Arnold had two
broken bones in his foot. The vets decided that the best way to help Arnold was to operate on his
broken foot. The next morning, while the staff was preparing Arnold for surgery, they heard a
tapping sound on the clinic’s door. They found Arnold’s mate, Amelia, tapping her beak against
the glass trying to get in. Can someone read the quote here? Amelia remained just outside the
door throughout the entire surgery. Arnold’s surgery went well, and during his recovery, clinic
staff let him rest in the doorway near Amelia. Staff members said this helped calm Arnold down
and both geese seemed more at ease together. Since then, Arnold has continued to recover from
his surgery. In August, clinic staff removed his protective boot and bandages and found that he
could move around well. Amelia has remained nearby throughout his recovery and the clinic
hopes to return both to the wild soon.



Geese are members of the waterfowl order. Waterfowls are a group of birds that have adapted to
life in the water. Can you think of other waterfowls? (Swans and ducks.) And while they look
similar, ducks and geese are different kinds of animals. Do you know how ducks and geese are
different? (Geese are larger and have longer necks. Geese are herbivores, meaning they eat only
plants, while ducks eat animals like snails and fish.) Like other waterfowls, geese have webbed
feet and waterproof feathers. There are two major groups of geese in the world today. The Anser
group includes all white and gray geese, like the greylag geese shown at bottom here. The Branta
group includes black geese, like the Canada goose shown at top. What differences do you notice
between the two groups? Geese are migratory birds. This means they travel long distances in the
spring and fall. Many Canada geese spend their summers in Northern Canada and even in Alaska
and the low Arctic. As temperatures start to drop in the fall, they travel to the southern U.S. to
avoid the cold. They even return to the same spots each year. How do you think they are able to
remember the locations ? When they travel, geese fly in a special V formation. This formation
allows geese to fly more efficiently. The method works so well that some military aircraft fly in a
V formation to save fuel. This method of flight allows geese to travel long distances very
quickly. Some geese can fly up to 1,500 miles in a single day! Like many other birds, geese have
much better eyesight than humans. This helps them avoid predators and see things on the ground
when they are flying high in the air. As soon as they hatch from their eggs, goslings can swim,
walk, and find their own food. Mother geese are extremely protective of their goslings and will
attack other animals, and humans, if they sense a threat.





Allyson Felix now top U.S. track medalist ever
Allyson Felix is a 35-year-old track and field sprinter from the U.S. Felix made history in

the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. She won a bronze medal in the 200-meter dash, and a gold as
part of the women’s 4 by 400-meter relay. With her 10th and 11th medals, Felix moved past Carl
Lewis to become the most decorated U.S. Olympic track and field athlete of all time. Her
accomplishments on the track are even more impressive when you realize that this competition
marked her fifth Olympic Games. After graduating from Los Angeles Baptist High School, Felix
turned professional. In 2004, at the age of 18, she won Olympic silver in the 200-meter dash.
Felix also medaled in the 2008, 2012, and 2016 Olympics, and dominated the field in many
World Championship meets. She did all this while taking college classes at USC to earn a degree
in education. Felix married Kenneth Ferguson, a former sprinter and hurdler, in 2018. At the end
of that same year, Felix gave birth to their daughter Camryn prematurely via emergency
C-section. This experience made her aware of two scary facts: one, that the U.S. has an
extremely high rate of pregnancy-related death; and two, that Black women are up to four times
more likely to die from pregnancy related complications than white women. Why do you think
these numbers are so high in the U.S.? Felix became an activist for better health care for
pregnant women, and even testified before Congress about this issue. She also called out her
sponsor, Nike, for attempting to cut her pay by 70 percent after she gave birth, and left the
company. Some thought Felix could never come back after her dangerous birth experience, but
she never doubted herself. Not only did she work herself back into shape; she also started her
own shoe company called Saysh.



Mel Brooks, 95, announces memoir
Mel Brooks has been a comedian, a writer, a film and theater director, and a successful

producer. Now, at age 95, he has announced the publication of his first memoir, which will be out
in November. It is titled, “All About Me! My Remarkable Life in Show Business.” Born in
Brooklyn in 1926, Melvin Kaminsky grew up under difficult circumstances. His father died
when he was two years old, putting a huge burden on his mother and three older brothers.
Moreover, Melvin was bullied for his height and for being shy. But after seeing one Broadway
show as a child, he knew what he wanted to do with his life. Brooks began his career as a TV
writer for comedian Sid Caesar, who was the star of one of the most popular TV shows in the
1950s. He played “The 2,000 Year Old Man” in a comedy team with writer Carl Reiner before
moving to Hollywood. After helping to create the TV show “Get Smart” in the 1960s, Brooks
started directing movies. His 1974 film “Blazing Saddles” was a parody of film westerns. What
is a parody? (An artwork imitating and making fun of another work.) Brooks also parodied
monster movies with his film “Young Frankenstein.” He even got to star with his wife,
Oscar-winning actress Anne Bancroft, in one movie called “To Be or Not to Be.” In the late
1990s, Mel Brooks had the crazy idea of turning his first movie, “The Producers,” into a
Broadway musical. This project premiered on Broadway in 2001 and was a huge hit. The show
ran for more than 2,500 performances and won a record 12 Tony Awards. The musical version of
“The Producers” was also made into a film with its original stars, Nathan Lane and Matthew
Broderick. Have you ever seen this version of “The Producers”? Brooks also adapted his movie
“Young Frankenstein” into a musical, with less success. He has promised that “All About Me!”
will contain stories from his life that have never been told before.



Madrid building “green belt” to fight climate change
Madrid, the capital of Spain, is one of the largest and most-visited cities in Europe. It is

also a well-known example of a “heat island.” This means that the city is much hotter than the
areas around it. Why do you think this happens to cities? (Denser population, more vehicles and
businesses, dry surfaces, and so on.) For years, this city has sought to change this by becoming
as environmentally friendly as possible. It already has the highest number of trees and green
spaces per person of any major city in the world. In fact, all city residents are just a 15-minute
walk from a forest. Recently, the city announced an ambitious new plan to make itself even
greener. The plan is called “El Bosque Metropolitano,” or “The Metropolitan Forest.” Under this
plan, Madrid will start connecting its current green spaces to forests outside the city limits. This
effort will form a 46-mile “green belt,” as shown on the map here. Approximately one million
new trees will be planted in the Metropolitan Forest. By the time the project is finished, these
trees are expected to absorb about 170,000 tons of carbon gases from the atmosphere every
single year. How does this help the environment? (Carbon gases, also known as “greenhouse
gases,” trap heat inside the atmosphere, contributing to global warming.) This will be one of the
best-planned forests of all time. Design firms from all over the world have sent in their ideas for
how different areas of the city should look. The government will select one design for each area
of the city. Here, you see an illustration of the winning design for the “Southern River Parks”
district, sent in by two professors at the Tulane School of Architecture.



Country of the Week: Burundi
Burundi is a tiny landlocked country in east central Africa. What does it mean to be

landlocked? (It is almost entirely surrounded by land, with no coastline on the sea.) What
countries border Burundi? (Tanzania, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo.)
Although it is very small in size, Burundi has more than 10 million people, making it the third
most densely-populated country in Africa. The country is bordered on the southwest side by
Lake Tanganyika, the second largest and second oldest freshwater lake in the world. Lake
Tanganyika is home to animals such as crocodiles, cobras, and hundreds of species of fish, many
of which are only found here. The capital and largest city, Bujumbura, is also located on Lake
Tanganyika. Can you see the lake in the background of this picture of the city? Burundi has
many natural resources, including copper, uranium, nickel, and platinum, but it has not been able
to make money off these minerals. Instead, the economy is dominated by agriculture. Burundi’s
large population and its reliance on farming has led to major deforestation. Why do you think
this happened? (People have cut down trees in order to create fields for crops and pastureland for
animals.) Today, there are only about 230 square miles of forest left in the country. About 80
percent of the population lives in poverty, making Burundi one of the world’s poorest countries.
How do you think Burundi could use its natural resources to benefit the general population? In
2017, Burundi became the first country in the world to leave the International Criminal Court.
The country took this action after the government was accused of torture and other human rights
abuses. Burundi’s president, Évariste Ndayishimiye—EH-vah-ree-stay
en-dayee-SHE-me-yeh—has led the country since 2020. Before he became president, he had
been a general in the military.



About 83 percent of the people of Burundi are Hutu, 16 percent are Tutsi, and one
percent belong to the Twa people. Most people, like these women raising goats, live in rural
areas. About 90 percent of the population relies on subsistence agriculture. What is this? (When
farmers grow food to feed themselves and their families, but not to sell.) Burundi was once a
monarchy, ruled by the Tutsi. Differences between groups had more to do with social class than
ethnicity. Wealthier people became Tutsi, even if they had been Hutu. Germany briefly colonized
the country, but after World War One, it was given to Belgium. Burundi gained its independence
in 1962, but soon fell into decades of unrest, and civil war. Hutus and Tutsis both committed acts
of violence. A rebellion in 1972 led to the first Burundian genocide, by the Tutsi army against
Hutu rebels. What is genocide? (The mass killing of people from a specific ethnic group.) In
1993, Melchior Ndadye—MEHLkee-ohr n-da-DYEH— became Burundi’s first democratically
elected president. He was assassinated by Tutsi forces a few months later. In retaliation, Hutus
killed Tutsis in a second genocide. In 2015, former President Pierre Nkurunziza—
en-koo-roon-ZEE-za—ran for a third term. This sparked protests, because his opponents said this
went against the constitution. As a result, more than 400,000 people fled the country as refugees.
This crisis was mostly resolved after the constitution was reformed and Nkurunziza agreed to
step down after his third term. Nkurunziza died suddenly at the end of his term in 2020 at age 55.
Drums have symbolic meaning in Burundian culture. They were used to communicate and were
so important that they were captured in battles. They are central to ceremonies such as births,
weddings, and funerals. The drum these musicians are playing, called the karyenda, was made
from a tree trunk, and it was a symbol of the king.



This Week in History
Roberto Clemente was not only one of the greatest baseball players of all time, he was

also one of the most beloved. Tragically, he died in a plane crash while trying to deliver
humanitarian aid to Nicaragua after an earthquake had devastated the country in 1972. Roberto
Clemente was born in Puerto Rico on August 18, 1934, the youngest of seven children. He
started playing baseball as a boy and was recruited for a softball team in his first year in high
school. He was so talented and hard-working that he was already playing professionally in the
U.S. before he turned 21. What team did Roberto Clemente play for? (The Pittsburgh Pirates.)
Clemente began playing with the Pirates in 1955, and he stayed with the team for his entire
18-season career. During his career, Clemente won an MVP award as well as two World Series
championships. Clemente also had exactly 3,000 hits during his career, making him one of only
32 players in Major League Baseball history to have reached this impressive milestone. But
perhaps Clemente’s greatest legacy was his charity work. Clemente often returned to Puerto Rico
and other parts of Latin America during the offseason, where he would host free baseball
workshops for children and visit sick patients in hospitals. On December 23, 1972, a large
earthquake rocked Central America. On December 31, 1972, Clemente himself went with a plane
full of relief materials that was flying to Managua, Nicaragua. The plane crashed shortly after
takeoff, and all five people on board died. Clemente was only 38 years old. In 1973, the year
after his death, Clemente was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. That same year the MLB’s
sportsmanship award was renamed the Roberto Clemente Award in his honor. Many schools,
community centers, and stadiums have also been named for Clemente, ensuring that his name
will always be associated with the things he loved the most: baseball and helping others.



Remembering When…
Tupperware parties started around the end of World War Two. They gave women a great

chance to socialize with each other, and to earn money, while remaining in the home. Because of
these parties, Tupperware became part of American culture. Did you ever go to Tupperware
parties like the one shown below? Tupperware was the brainchild of a New Hampshire man
named Earl Silas Tupper. Formerly a landscaper, Tupper went to work for the DuPont Chemical
Company during World War Two. He started to experiment with leftover plastic that DuPont
gave him free of charge. Tupper discovered the material could be melted down and molded into
different shapes. He also figured out a way to dye the plastic different colors. Soon, Tupper
realized that his plastic could help people store leftover food. He experimented with different
shapes to make this happen. But what really set this product apart was the famous Tupperware
seal. What was this? (Pushing air out of the container with a slight “burping” sound.) Why did
this help? (Less air inside a container means more protection for the food inside.) Did you ever
“burp” Tupperware?



Mr. Tupper’s hard work got Tupperware into retail stores. But the product’s sales figures were
very disappointing. One day, a woman called Brownie Wise called Tupper on the telephone. She
told him about a new strategy she had come up with: the Tupperware party. She set up these
get-togethers to let women talk, eat, and laugh — and then she would demonstrate the
advantages of the product. Ms. Wise said that this low-pressure, fun approach was perfect for the
modern woman. Earl Tupper was impressed. Not only did he put Ms. Wise in charge of
marketing, he also took his products out of stores altogether. By 1951, the only way you could
get Tupperware was to buy it directly at one of these parties, or from a door-to-door salesperson.
Why would taking a product OUT of stores lead to bigger sales? Tupper was impressed with
other ideas set up by Brownie Wise. For example, it was her idea to throw a huge “Jubilee” every
year, where the best Tupperware sellers could get together and learn new ideas. Tupper was also
impressed with Brownie Wise on a personal level; they were in a relationship for several years.
Do you remember any of her appearances on TV in the 1950s? However, this partnership did not
last forever. News stories implied that Brownie was the real brains behind the boom in
Tupperware sales. Earl Tupper was reportedly jealous of her success. In 1958, Tupper fired Wise,
giving her only $30,000 — one year’s salary — as a send-off. He also ordered that her name be
taken off every piece of Tupperware literature and the company’s corporate history. Does this
sound fair to you? Just three years later, Tupper sold his stake in the company for $16 million
and retired to his own personal island off the coast of Mexico. Tupperware is still very much
alive today, with an annual sales total of nearly $2 billion in 2020. Interestingly, about 90 percent
of Tupperware sales come from outside the United States. You can now buy these containers in
stores and on the Internet — but salespeople still host Tupperware parties all over the world.


