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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Man in the News
As a U.S. Senator, he has represented the state of West Virginia since 2010. He is a

member of the Democratic Party.  He grew up in a small coal mining town. After graduating
from college, he worked for my family’s carpet business and served in the state legislature. He
was elected governor of West Virginia in 2004 and 2008, but left that position two years later to
run for the U.S. Senate. Although he is a Democrat, he is a self-described “moderate
conservative.” But despite voting with former President Trump more than half of the time, he
voted “guilty” during both of Trump’s trials in the Senate. Since his party holds a very slim
margin in the Senate, he is a very important swing vote. He recently announced that he is
opposed to the Democrats’ “For the People” voting rights act. He has also bucked party
leadership by demanding the Senate keep filibuster rules in place.

Who Am I? (Senator Joe Manchin.)



The Declining Global Fertility Rate
In the year 1900, the world’s human population was about 1.6 billion. Today, just 121

years later, it stands at 7.8 billion — and rising. A major factor in this population explosion is
medical and scientific advances, which have lowered the death rate and prolonged people’s
lifespans. Most scientific studies estimated that this increase would continue for the rest of the
century, with some predicting as many as 12 billion people on the planet by the year 2100. But a
new study forecasts a much slower growth in population over the next 79 years. This study,
centered at the University of Washington, predicts that the total number of humans on Earth will
top out in the year 2064 at about 9.7 billion. The study projects the population to then start
falling, so that there will only be about 8.8 billion people by 2100. The study predicts that most
countries will decline in population by that time. It also says that 23 nations might lose at least
half of their current populations. These countries are shown in red on the map here.

The main reason for this slower growth rate, according to the study, is that the world’s
fertility rate has shrunk greatly in the last 50 years or so. “Fertility rate” means the number of
children born per woman. In 1950, this number was about 4.7 children. From the graph, what is
the number today? (2.4.) There are several reasons for this, including birth control and people
choosing to have fewer children. Any rate below 2.1 will cause a drop in population.



The global population slowdown will cause many important changes in the world.
Europe and Asia will see their relative importance shrink, in comparison to faster-growing
regions like sub-Saharan Africa. The women shown below are learning to be midwives in
Nigeria, which is expected to quadruple its population to become the world’s second-largest
nation behind India.

Other African countries such as Ethiopia, Egypt, Tanzania, and Democratic Republic of
Congo will join Nigeria on the population top ten list. How will this affect Africa’s economy and
political power? Another important shift will be toward an older global population. Why is that?
(People will live longer, and fewer babies will be born.) Some scientists think there will be more
people over 60 years old than people five years old or less.This will cause a huge drop in the
workforce and the taxpayer base. In most countries, when people retire, there will be fewer
young people to replace them. The effects of this change are already being felt in the world’s
most populous country, China.

Leaders in China, seeing a rapidly shrinking workforce, have repealed the “one-child”
rule, and are now doing away with the “two-child” rule that replaced it. There will be another
important shift by 2100. These days, some Americans want to place stricter limits on the number
of immigrants. But these immigrants already do a lot of work that U.S. citizens do not want to
do. In the future, countries will see immigration as a necessity. Without immigration, and with a
lower birth rate, national workforces will shrink a lot. Why is this a problem? (There aren’t
enough younger workers to support the pensions and care of older people, as well as other
societal needs.)



Scientists study the “Wandering Meatloaf”
The strange animal you see here is a gumboot chiton. Chitons live in oceans around the

world. They tend to live on hard, rocky surfaces. These animals are known for their unique
shells, which are made of eight different moving shell plates. Because of its strange appearance,
scientists have nicknamed the gumboot chiton the “wandering meatloaf.” And while gumboot
chitons may not be much to look at, they are fascinating creatures with some of the strongest
teeth in the animal kingdom.

The gumboot chiton feeds by using its tongue and its ultrahard teeth to scrape algae off
the surface of rocks. Chitons have several dozen rows of teeth. As teeth wear down, they are
replaced by new teeth. A team of scientists in Stuttgart, Germany recently discovered that the
chiton’s teeth contain an iron-based mineral previously only known to exist in rocks. The
material, known as santabarbaraite, has never been found inside the body of a living creature.
Scientists had previously known that the tops of a chiton’s teeth contain an iron ore named
magnetite . But santabarbaraite contains less iron and more water than magnetite making it
lighter. What do you see in this close-up image of the chiton’s teeth?

The scientists believe their findings could be used in 3-D printing to make durable,
lightweight machines. After studying the chiton, the team of scientists created a 3-D printing
“ink” made up of similar compounds as the chiton’s teeth. The ink could be easily adjusted to
make harder or softer materials on the spot. Experts believe this new discovery could help in the
growing field of “soft robotics,” in which engineers attempt to make machines that are soft and
flexible in some areas and hard and sturdy in others.



Chitons are a type of mollusk. Can you think of other animals in the mollusk family?
(Snails, oysters, octopuses, squid, etc.). There are currently over 940 known species of chitons
around the world. These animals are sometimes known as “sea cradles.”

Chitons are usually oval in shape, and while most are only about two inches in length,
some can reach lengths of over a foot and can weigh several pounds. Most chitons are found in
warm shallow waters, but some have been found at depths of up to 7,000 meters below the
surface. Some chitons, like the gumboot, can live to be up to 40 years old. The chiton’s body is
covered in a protective shell made up of several overlapping plates, which provide protection
while still allowing the animal to move along the ocean floor. Chitons lack a true head, and
because they don’t have eyes, chitons use organs called aesthetes to sense the world around
them. These organs are tiny, light-sensitive cells that sit just below the surface of the shell.
Chitons have hundreds of these tiny organs in their shells and they work in unison to help the
chiton perceive the world.

Like snails, chitons have a large, muscular “foot” on the underside of their bodies. This
foot helps them move slowly from place to place. Chitons also have a unique homing ability.
This allows them to move around the ocean to feed and then return to the exact same spot where
they previously lived. Scientists still aren’t sure where this homing ability comes from, but some
believe chitons may be able to sense the Earth’s magnetic field and use it to help navigate. And
like other mollusks, chitons are eaten in several places around the world. Native Americans who
lived on the Pacific coasts of the Americas were known to use chitons as a food source.



Eric Carle, author of “The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” dies at 91
Beloved children’s book author Eric Carle died on May 23rd, at the age of 91. He is best

known for his children’s book “The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” which was published in 1969.
Carle created some of the most important and best-selling picture books in modern

history. Since its publication, “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” has been translated into 66
languages and has sold more than 50 million copies around the world. It tells the story of a
hungry caterpillar, who eventually turns into a beautiful butterfly.

Born in Syracuse, New York in 1929, Eric Carle had a strange childhood that would
eventually influence his best-known books. At the age of 6, his family moved to Stuttgart,
Germany, where his mother had grown up. Carle’s family lived in Germany during the outbreak
of World War Two. His father was taken captive by Soviet forces in 1945 and returned home two
years later weighing only 85 pounds. At the age of 15, Carle was drafted into the German army
to dig ditches. Carle remained greatly affected by the things he saw in wartime Germany. Later
in his life, he said, quote, “I think that’s why I like such bright colors.” What do you think he
means by this? How do you think these experiences affected his outlook on life?

While still living in Germany, Carle studied graphic art at the State Academy of Fine Arts
in Stuttgart. But he always dreamed of returning to the U.S. In 1952, he moved to New York City
with only $40 in savings. He worked as a graphic designer for the New York Times until being
drafted into the Army during the Korean War. He worked as a mail clerk during the war but
returned to his old job at the Times after the war ended. A few years later, Carle met children’s
author Bill Martin Jr., who suggested the two work on a children’s book together.



Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle published their first book together in 1967. It was called
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do you See?” The book was a best-seller and launched Carle’s
career as a children’s book illustrator. While he would continue to collaborate with Bill Martin Jr.
over the next several decades, Carle also began illustrating his own stories, including “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar.” Carle’s books were loved by many because of his unique art style and
simple, straightforward language. He used a method of tissue paper collage to create brightly
colored animals, children, and nature scenes.

Carle also included interesting design features in many of his books. “The Very Hungry
Caterpillar” features holes in the pages meant to look as though the caterpillar had chewed its
way through the book. 1995’s “The Very Lonely Firefly” included battery-powered lights which
made a group of fireflies glow on the final page. Why do you think design features like these are
useful in children’s books?

Carle received many awards and prizes throughout his career, including the Original Art
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Society of Illustrators. In 2019, a jumping spider that
mimics the look of a caterpillar was named after Carle. The spider was given the scientific name
Uroballus carlei on Carle’s 90th birthday. In 2002, Carle and his wife opened the Eric Carle
Museum of Picture Book Art in Amherst, Massachusetts. The museum is the first in the U.S.
dedicated solely to picture book art. And while Carle may be gone, his work remains important
to children all over the world and will continue to entertain and inspire readers for years to come.



Autistic 11-year-old sets world record for mental multiplication
Sanaa Hiremath is an 11-year-old girl who lives in Florida. When she was two years old

she was diagnosed with autism. What is autism? (A broad term used to describe a range of
developmental disorders that usually affect social interactions and communication.) But despite
this diagnosis, and some physical problems, Sanaa has many of the same interests as other
children her age. She especially loves music, riding her bike, and swimming.

When Sanaa was seven years old, her parents explained the concept of multiplication to
her. Uday and Priya Hiremath weren’t surprised when their daughter caught on right away. She
was soon solving increasingly difficult problems in her head without using a calculator or a
pencil. But Sanaa performed poorly in school due to problems with her fine motor skills, making
it hard for her to write.

Because of this, Sanaa actually failed second grade math. Since then, the Hiremaths have
home-schooled their daughter, and her ability to calculate has only increased. Earlier this year,
examiners from the Guinness Book of World Records visited the Hiremath family to learn more
about Sanaa. These examiners generated 12 random numbers and asked Sanaa to multiply them
in her head to get the correct answer. She came up with the correct answer in less than ten
minutes — faster than anyone else ever measured! Do you think a so-called “disability” can
actually work as a superpower in some cases? Since this story broke, Uday and Priya have tried
hard to nurture Sanaa’s gift, and perhaps even harder to make sure she is doing things other than
math. They consider being a kid just as important as academic progress.



Country of the Week: Mongolia
Mongolia is a central Asian country that is located between China and Russia. It is a

landlocked nation with an arid climate. The Gobi Desert covers most of the southern half of the
country, while its northern and western regions are mountainous. Mongolia has a population of
around 3.3 million. This relatively low population, combined with Mongolia’s large area, makes
it the least densely populated country in the world.

The Mongolian wild horse, a breed native to Mongolia’s mountainous areas, is seen as a
national symbol of the country. The Mongolian wild horse was once considered extinct in the
wild, but through conservation programs it has been reintroduced to its natural environment and
its population has been growing ever since. The capital and largest city in Mongolia is
Ulaanbaatar—oo-lahn-BAH-tor. About 1.4 million people— nearly half of Mongolia’s
population— live in this city, and it is the center of much of the nation’s cultural and economic
activity. Mongolia has historically had an agriculturally based economy, but it started growing its
industrial sector in the late 1980s by producing products like building materials and textiles.

Recently, the government has allowed foreign companies to purchase land in Mongolia
and mine its natural resources like gold, copper, and coal. While these mining operations have
brought some wealth to Mongolia, they have also harmed the country’s water supply and air
quality.The president of Mongolia is Khaltmaagiin Battulga—catMAH-jeen BAH-tool-ga.
Before he entered politics, he was a wrestling champion. He has been president since 2017.



For a long time, Mongolia was split up into many small tribes and nations all governed
by different leaders. In 1206, however, Genghis Khan rose to power within his tribe and began
conquering neighboring tribes as well. He continued to expand the territory under his control,
forming the Mongol Empire. At the time of Genghis Khan’s death in 1227, the Mongol Empire
had become the largest empire in human history, stretching from Eastern Asia all the way to
Europe. Part of the reason Mongol soldiers were able to conquer so much territory was their
largely nomadic lifestyle, which allowed them to move around easily and live comfortably
wherever they went. This lifestyle is still practiced by about 30 percent of Mongolia’s
population. The traditional house style used by many Mongolian nomads is called a yurt. These
are round tents that are easily moved. Yurts have been used for centuries by Mongolian and
Central Asian nomads, and they are seen as an important part of these countries’ cultures. Music
plays a large role in Mongolian culture. Perhaps the most famous instrument in Mongolian music
is called the horsehead fiddle. The horsehead fiddle is a string instrument played vertically with a
bow.

Another famous tradition from Mongolian music is called “throat” singing, which is a
style of vocal performance that allows one singer to intone multiple notes at once. The deel is a
loose calf-length long-sleeved garment made of one piece of material and worn by both men and
women. It is typically tied with a silk sash or leather belt, and is considered the traditional dress
of Mongolia. It is still worn by many on a daily basis in the rural areas of the country; however,
among those living in Mongolian cities, it is usually only worn on special occasions or by the
elderly.



This Week in History
These days, every scandal gets the word “-gate” tacked onto the end of it. But none of

these quite compares to the one that started it all — the Watergate scandal. This week, we look at
how the arrests of five men led to the one and only time a U.S. president has resigned from
office. Who was that president? (Richard Nixon.)

The Watergate complex is made up of six buildings in Washington, D.C. It contains office
space as well as apartments and a hotel. In 1972, it was the headquarters for an important
political group. What party had its headquarters here in 1972? (The Democratic Party.) On June
17th of that year, five men were arrested after breaking into the offices of the Democratic
National Committee, or DNC, at 1 a.m. They were trying to hide behind a secretary’s desk when
they were caught. The five men are shown here in their prison mugshots. These men were —
from left to right — James McCord Jr., Virgilio Gonzalez, Frank Sturgis, Eugenio Martinez, and
Bernard Barker. They were found to have been tampering with the telephones in the office. Do
you know why? (They were trying to wiretap the DNC’s telephones.)

After some investigation, police found out that the men could be traced directly to E.
Howard Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy, two men working on Richard Nixon’s re-election campaign.
A federal probe was launched into the activities of Nixon’s campaign. Reporters for the
Washington Post newspaper also uncovered information that showed that Nixon and his staff
knew about the illegal activities and had lied about what happened. The nation lost confidence in
Nixon, and some called for criminal charges against him. He resigned in 1974, before an
impeachment process could be started in Congress. But Nixon was never charged with a crime
because he was pardoned by his successor. Who was his successor? (Gerald Ford.) The picture of
Nixon shown here was his last official appearance as president.



Remembering When...
Actor Gavin MacLeod passed away on May 29, 2021, at the age of 90. In his long and

eventful career, he had major roles in two of the biggest TV hits in television history: “The Love
Boat” and “The Mary Tyler Moore Show.” He was born Allan See in Mount Kisco, New York, in
1931. His early love of acting blossomed during his time at Ithaca College…just around the same
time he started to lose his hair. But he saw this as an advantage rather than as a problem; after all,
there were plenty of middle aged parts for actors, and he already looked the part!

After graduating and serving in the Air Force, he started to look for acting jobs in New
York City. But he didn’t get many roles until he started wearing a toupee to auditions. Why do
you think this was the case? He also decided to change his name from “Allan See'' to the
tougher-sounding “Gavin MacLeod.” His early career blossomed thanks to the director Blake
Edwards, who cast him in shows such as “Peter Gunn'' and films like “Operation Petticoat.” He
spent a few years as Seaman Joseph Haines on “McHale’s Navy.” Towards the end of the 1960s,
he started playing a string of drug pushers, gangsters, and other bad guys. Again, he attributed
this to his hair — or lack thereof. One of his biggest guest spots was as the drug dealer “Big
Chicken '' on a 1968 episode of “Hawaii Five-O.” From the photo here, does he look like a tough
guy for this role?



These roles helped him land an audition for the part of Archie Bunker on “All in the
Family.” But he did not do well in the audition, because he did not want to say all the horribly
bigoted lines, even if they were supposed to show Archie’s closed mindedness. Can you
understand this feeling?

Instead, MacLeod was selected to play Murray Slaughter on “The Mary Tyler Moore
Show,” a role that lasted from 1970 to 1977. Murray had a desk right next to Mary’s in the
fictional newsroom. He was a great character: sarcastic. yet openhearted.

Soon after “The Mary Tyler Moore Show” ended in 1977, MacLeod was cast as Captain
Merrill Stubing in “The Love Boat.” What do you remember about Capt. Stubing’s character?
(He was righteous and hardworking, and wanted everyone to have a good time.)

MacLeod anchored this show, projecting calm even when its rotating cast of guest stars
caused major drama on the ship. Do you remember him more as Murray from “The Mary Tyler
Moore Show” or as Captain Stubing from “The Love Boat?”

After nearly ten seasons on the air, “The Love Boat” finally ended in 1987. Gavin
MacLeod continued to act, but he was much more excited about another part of his life:
Christianity. He and his second wife, Patti, became popular hosts on the Trinity Broadcasting
Network, where they discussed the issue of marriage from a Christian perspective. They had
broken up in the early 1980s, but decided to get back together a couple of years later. MacLeod
also appeared in several movies with religious themes, and wrote a memoir called “This Is Your
Captain Speaking: My Fantastic Voyage Through Hollywood, Faith & Life.” And he began
making appearances and commercials for Princess Cruises, usually in his Captain Stubing
costume.












































