
 



Senate and House Election Results 
The Democrats have 48 seats and there will be a special election in Georgia for two 

senate seats. If the democrats win those they will have 50 seats and Vice President Kamala 
Harris could break the tie. The reason for the two Senate seats it's because one is a regular end of 
a six-year term vote and the other is a special election to fill out the term with two years left in 
the 6-year term of the other senator. Over in the house the Republicans picked up at least five 
seats but the Democrats still have a majority with at least 215 seats. 

 

 



California State Propositions 
The ones that got the most attention were Proposition 15 which would have provided for 

property reassessment of commercial property. Homeowners would continue to not be reassessed 
but be given a 2% increase per year. When proposition 13 passed back in 1978 it provided for 
property tax cuts for both residential and commercial property. Prop 15 would have also 
provided more money for the schools but the proposition was defeated. Proposition 16 which 
voters rejected a few years ago would have brought back affirmative action. It would have 
preferential treatment for women in minorities. This was once again defeated. Proposition 18 
would have allowed 17-year-olds to vote in the primary elections if they would be 18 when the 
general election came up later in the year. This proposal made by Kevin Mullin, our 
assemblyman,  was defeated. 

 
 



Man in the News 
 He is an immunologist and one of the world’s leading experts on infectious diseases. Since 
1984, he has served as the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, or 
NIAID. A Brooklyn native, he finished first in my class at Cornell Medical College. In 1968, he 
joined the NIAID, working on finding ways to combat virus-based diseases. In 2008, President 
George W. Bush awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom for my work on the AIDS 
crisis. In January, he became one of the lead members of the national COVID-19 task force. His 
direct answers have made me a popular and respected figure. He is a strong advocate of wearing 
masks and social distancing. Recently, he said that colder weather will make the number of 
COVID-19 cases surge over the next few months. At a recent rally, President Trump talked 
about firing him after Election Day. Who is he? 

 
(Doctor Anthony Fauci)  



What is the future of Fracking? 
In the 2020 election, the oil and gas extraction process known as fracking became a 

political issue, especially in the states of Pennsylvania and Ohio. Do you know where the word 
“fracking” comes from? (It is a shorter term for hydraulic fracturing. This is a way of getting 
natural gas and oil out of the ground by fracturing soft rock deep in the earth.) Although 
President Trump claimed that Joe Biden plans to ban fracking, Biden said that was not true. 
Biden’s plan only calls for banning “new” oil and gas permits on public land and waters. Natural 
gas and oil are prized commodities. Both can be pumped out of the ground, where they are 
usually located near each other. Pumping is still the main way of obtaining these resources. But 
the invention of fracking in the late 1940s allowed companies to reach the natural gas and oil 
contained in shale rock deep underground. This technique has helped the U.S. become the 
biggest producer of natural gas in the world. Fracking occurs in all of the states shown on the 
map in yellow. In the last ten years, the U.S. has also become the top petroleum producer in the 
world. Can you guess which state has the most fracking? Texas, which is the top producer of oil 
in the U.S. Hydraulic fracturing produces so much natural gas that some wells have to burn 
millions of cubic feet of excess gas every day. Fracking has created jobs, but environmentalists 
are worried about the environmental impacts of this process. As you see on the map, four states 
have banned fracking, as has Washington, D.C. 

 



Before horizontal hydraulic fracturing was developed, it was impossible to extract natural 
gas from shale deposits. Here you see a simple diagram of how fracking works. Can you describe 
the process from this? Technicians drill wells down as far as 8,000 feet into the ground. Then 
millions of gallons of water mixed with sand, along with an assortment of chemicals, are flushed 
into the well at high speed to create a large amount of pressure. For each frack, 80 to 300 tons of 
chemicals may be used. The pressure fractures the soft layers of underground shale rock. This 
creates fissures that allow the natural gas to escape to the surface. The gas comes up to the 
surface, and then has to be separated from the wastewater. But this technique has caused serious 
concerns. The chemicals used can seep into underground wells, from which many people get 
their drinking water. This water is supposed to be protected from pollutants under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, passed in 1974. But in 2005, the Bush administration exempted natural gas 
drilling from the Safe Drinking Water Act. Companies also do not have to disclose the chemicals 
used during fracking. But scientists who’ve studied fracking sites have identified volatile organic 
compounds like benzene, which have been linked to cancer. And some residents in areas where 
fracking is taking place have shown how their tap water can be lit on fire with a match 

 
According to some estimates, there might be enough underground shale rock to supply the U.S. 
with gas for heating buildings, generating electricity, and powering vehicles for up to a hundred 
years. Lawmakers see fracking as a way to wean the U.S. off of foreign oil. How would this help 



the economy? (By reducing the amount of gas and oil we have to import, lowering fuel prices for 
consumers.) They also say the fracking industry provides much-needed jobs. But 
environmentalists say this only tells part of the story. Scientific studies have shown that the 
fracking process itself may contribute more to global warming than conventional coal. And 
fracking can contaminate groundwater. There have been cases of contaminated drinking water in 
several states. The fracking process also uses a huge amount of freshwater. Why is this a 
problem? (Water is a critical resource: many areas of the country have water shortages.) Another 
problem is the vast amount of toxic wastewater created in the fracking process. This is often 
hauled to sewage plants that aren’t designed to treat it, and then discharged into rivers that 
supply drinking water. Air pollution caused by natural-gas drilling is another threat, because 
vapors let off by the process create ozone, a toxic gas. Residents near fracking sites have 
reported respiratory and other health problems. They have also noticed increased seismic activity 
in these areas. Do you support fracking? Or do you think it should be phased out or even 
banned?  



Bullied 7-Year Old Opens Food Pantry 

 
The young man shown here is Cavanaugh Bell. He lives in Gaithersburg, Maryland, and 

is only seven years old, but his age hasn’t stopped him from making a major difference in the 
lives of his community members. After a bad experience with a school bully, Cavanaugh decided 
he wanted to help people whose lives had been affected by the coronavirus. Cavanaugh knew 
that many elderly people in his community were in need of food and supplies. So, taking the 
nearly $600 he had saved, Cavanaugh began creating care packages full of food and supplies and 
donating them to people in his community. But Cavanaugh didn’t stop there. Since the first batch 
of care packages went out, he also helped donate enough food and supplies to fill two 53-foot 
trailers. One of the trailers was sent to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. The COVID-19 
pandemic has had a disproportionate impact on Native American communities, and Cavanaugh 
wanted to help. Support for his efforts has poured in all year, including over $27,000, which 
Cavanaugh and his mother have used to start a food pantry. He’s also created a non-profit 
organization called “Cool and Dope” which stands for “considering others’ obstacles in life and 
dish out positive energy.” The non-profit is dedicated to ending bullying by Cavanaugh’s 18th 
birthday in 2030.  

In 2017, the United States Department of Agriculture, or USDA, released information 
showing that 12.3 percent of American Households face food insecurity. Does this seem 



acceptable to you? Food banks and food pantries play an important role in providing free food 
and supplies for these food-insecure households. While food banks typically act as storage 
centers for food and supplies, food pantries are where people actually go to get the food they 
need. This year, because of COVID19, the use of food banks and pantries has more than doubled 
in the U.S. Many Americans rely on food banks and pantries even during more economically 
stable times. Feeding America, the largest food assistance charity in the U.S. estimates that one 
in seven Americans relies on the help provided by food banks. Other programs exist in the U.S. 
to help hungry people like the government assistance program food stamps. Studies have shown 
that hunger can have unexpected negative consequences. Children who face hunger often 
perform worse in school and are more likely to develop other behavioral issues. These problems 
are made worse by the cost of healthcare in America, as many hungry people have to choose 
between buying medicine or providing food for their families. What could be done to solve this 
problem? Organizations like Feeding America play a vital role in our society. They operate over 
200 food banks across the country and help feed more than 46 million Americans. Why do you 
think a rich nation like the U.S. has such a big problem with food insecurity? 

 



Strangest baseball season ends in Dodgers victory 
It is safe to say that this was the strangest season in Major League Baseball history. 

Opening Day was two weeks away when the league shut everything down due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Many were uncertain if there would actually be any games this year at all. But on July 
1st, players were back in camp, with games beginning three weeks later. The season itself was 
just 60 games long. Compared to the regular 162. Players were constantly tested and were 
quarantined if they tested positive. This forced some teams to postpone several games in a row. 
And fans were not allowed into ballparks until the very end of the season. MLB also 
experimented with some rule changes, such as the designated hitter for both leagues and new 
ways to shorten extra-inning games. 

Sixteen teams qualified for the playoffs, which started about the same time they would 
have in a regular season. To avoid unnecessary travel, all playoff games were held at neutral 
sites. The teams with the best regular season records, the Tampa Bay Rays and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, squared off in the World Series from October 20th to October 27th. In the new $1.1 
billion ballpark in Arlington, Texas. The World Series featured some very exciting games before 
the Dodgers closed it out, four games to two. This was their first World Series victory since 
1988.  

 



This Week in History: Kristallnacht 
On November 9th and 10th, 1938, a terrible event took place in Germany and Austria. 

The name of this event is shown here. What was it called? (Kristallnacht — KRISS-tahl-nokht.) 
Kristallnacht was a violent attack against Jewish people living in those countries. And it showed 
the true danger of Nazi Germany at the outbreak of World War Two. For centuries, many 
European cultures blamed Jewish people for the death of Jesus Christ. Though this was very 
unfair, the anger it caused allowed Christians to blame Jews for everything wrong in their lives. 
What is the word for the hostility directed at Jewish people? (Antisemitism.) In the 14th century, 
Jews were even blamed for the bubonic plague, also known as the Black Death. Jewish people 
had to band together for protection — and also because they were not allowed to live in many 
places. Before the rise of the Nazis, however, Jews had been welcome in the large cities of 
Germany and Austria, where they were free of the cruel treatment they had suffered elsewhere in 
Europe. In the 1920s, Jews in Germany and Austria enjoyed comfortable lives and participated 
actively in all aspects of business, science, and culture. But antisemitism was never far from the 
surface. And it got worse after Germany lost World War One. The country was forced to pay 
millions of dollars to England, France, and other victorious nations. This left many of its citizens 
angry and starving — and looking for someone to blame. In the 1920s, the Nazi Party started 
gaining ground. Hitler and other Nazi officials knew they could win followers by blaming others 
for Germany’s problems. Hitler focused the anger of the German people outward, onto other 
countries and other people — especially the Jews. What other groups did the Nazis oppress? 
(Communists, homosexuals, Romany people, Catholics and Jehovah’s Witnesses, Black people, 
and others.) In 1933, the Nazis passed a series of laws restricting the rights of Jews. These laws 
made it difficult for Jewish people to live in Germany or Austria. Tens of thousands of Jews left 
of their own accord. Nazis used sudden acts of violence and hostility against any Jews who 
remained. The perfect opportunity to further persecute the Jews came along in November 1938, 
when a Jewish teenager — upset because the Nazis had deported his family — shot and killed a 
German official in Paris. Nazi Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels — GUERbellz — gave a 
speech on the radio on November 9th. What is “propaganda”? (Information that attempts to 
influence people, especially if it is presented in a confusing or misleading way.) Goebbels’ 
speech called for Germans and Austrians to attack Jewish people and their property — without 
fear of punishment. This set off a long evening and morning of destruction. Rioters broke the 
glass windows of Jewish-owned stores and buildings. Kristallnacht is a German word that 
translates to “crystal night.” From the picture, what does “Kristallnacht” refer to the glass from 
shop windows that littered the streets after the attacks. Many of the rioters were policemen and 
soldiers, but “ordinary” people attacked Jewish neighborhoods, too. Ninety-one Jews were 
killed, hundreds of synagogues were destroyed, and thousands of people lost their homes and 
businesses. In addition, 10,000 Jewish men were sent to concentration camps. Large prison-like 
areas where people were forced into hard labor. Many historians say that Kristallnacht was the 
beginning of the Holocaust. Do you think something like this could ever happen again?  



 



Remember When… 
Sean Connery was an icon of the silver screen. The legendary Scottish actor Sean 

Connery passed away on October 31st at the age of 90. He became a household name in the early 
1960s, remaining a film icon for decades. Connery, who was just as comfortable in huge 
blockbuster franchises as he was in smaller character studies, walked his own path during his 
career — and in his personal life as well. Thomas Sean Connery was born in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, in 1930. His father worked in a factory, and his mother was a cleaning woman. But 
although his family did not have a lot of money, that did not bother young Tommy one bit.  

Connery once said that the greatest thing to happen to him was learning to read when he 
was five years old. This opened up new worlds for him, helping him understand that there was a 
lot more out there than his neighborhood. At the age of 16, Connery — now known as both “Big 
Tam” and “Sean” — had dropped out of school and joined the Scottish Navy.  

Three years later, when an ulcer forced him to leave the navy, Connery stood six foot-two 
and had impressive muscles. He found himself back in his hometown, where he took up a series 
of odd jobs including lifeguarding and life modeling at the Edinburgh College of Art. But his 
real passion became bodybuilding. He worked at this for years; the photo here shows him as he 
looked in 1953, when he placed third in the Mr. Universe pageant. Connery’s acting career began 
in 1953, as a background sailor in a production of “South Pacific.” Although he had little 
experience, he was tall, handsome, and charismatic. He worked hard to improve his speech and 
stage presence. Soon, he was winning larger roles in plays and BBC television films. Soon, he 
was appearing in everything from the Disney fantasy “Darby O’Gill and the Little People” to 
romances like “Another Time, Another Place.” But his career really took off in 1962 with the 
release of a movie called “Dr. No.” What role did Connery play in this movie? (James Bond, also 
known as Agent 007.)  

Connery’s Bond was both tough and cultured, with a taste for women, wisecracks, 
gadgets, and martinis “shaken, not stirred.” He played this role a total of seven official times. 
Earlier this year, he was declared the best to ever play 007 in a popular poll. Who is your favorite 
Bond? Sean Connery sometimes felt hamstrung by his recognition as James Bond. But his fame 
helped him land many other leading roles over the years. He worked with many top directors: 
Alfred Hitchcock in “Marnie,” John Huston in “The Man Who Would Be King,” and Richard 
Lester in “Robin and Marian.”  

In the 1980s and 1990s, Connery reached legendary status in action films such as 
“Highlander,” “The Hunt for Red October,” and “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.” 
Connery’s supporting role as Jimmy Doyle in “The Untouchables” won him his only Academy 
Award. Even in his late 60s, he was able to play a romantic lead.  

Throughout his career, Sean Connery stirred up controversy with some of his statements 
about women, and his brusque manner with reporters. He also faced criticism for living outside 
the U.K. so he wouldn’t have to pay so much in taxes. But these controversies were put aside in 
the year 2000, when he was knighted by Queen Elizabeth the Second. Sir Sean Connery suffered 



from dementia towards the end of his life, which he spent in his home in the Bahamas. He is 
survived by his wife of 45 years, Micheline, and a son.  

 



The Man Who Scored a Spot at a Million American Homes 
Alex Trebek, the Canadian American quiz master who stumped generations of trivia 

fanatics as host of the long-running syndicated game show Jeopardy, died Sunday morning. The 
show didn’t say much on social media. Alex was 80 years old, Jeopardy didn't specify a cause of 
death, but Mr.Trebek had been recently treated for pancreatic cancer. On sunday, prominent 
figures paid tribute to Mr.Trebek. Canadian prime Minister Justin Trudeau said the world had 
“lost an icon” Robert Iger, executive chairman of Walt Disney company, said “Mr.Trebek graced 
viewers with his kindness, wit and pure elegance” over the years. Jeopardy and Alex Trebek – 
became a cultural touchstone, in part because Mr.Trebek and the ease in which he rattled off 
wide-ranging categories in Jeopardy. Jeopardy has become a fixture on local TV stations across 
the US. Mr.Trebek brought many households joy, and big audiences and profits for the producer, 
Sony Pictures Television. 

Recently Mr.Trebek hosted “the greatest of all time” tournament featuring the best 
players in the game's history Ken Jennings, Brad Rutter, and James Holzhauer. The tournament 
got the highest ratings for Jeopardy; they pulled in more than 160 million viewers in each of the 
four nights it aired.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ken_Jennings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brad_Rutter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Holzhauer


 


