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Current Events with Frank Damon
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and
History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4,
2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Current Events with Frank Damon
Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday
Join Zoom meeting with following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510
Passcode: 724368
Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science
and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the
course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High
School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and
Canada College.
If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please go to
www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu..

Man in the News
He is a 51-year-old screenwriter, director, actor, and producer. He also owns the largest
TV and film production studio in the country, located in Atlanta, Georgia. His estimated net
worth is $1 billion.
His childhood in New Orleans was marked by physical abuse and poverty. After dropping
out of high school and earning a G.E.D., he began writing stage plays that became extremely
successful in Black communities across the U.S. He turned many of them into films and TV
shows. He may be best known for my films focusing on Madea, a female character that he
played.
Over the course of his career, he has donated millions of dollars to help eliminate poverty
and homelessness, and to support civil rights work. At last week’s Oscar ceremony, he received
the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award for these efforts.

Who am I? (Tyler Perry)

U.S. announces withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan
Nearly 20 years ago, the U.S. led an international coalition to invade Afghanistan. The
War in Afghanistan is now the longest war in U.S. history. Troops from many nations invaded
the country to oust an Islamic extremist group called the Taliban, which had taken over the
country’s government. The coalition was able to remove the Taliban from power, but the group
has continued fighting. Its stated goal is to re-establish its version of an “Islamic state” in the
country. The Taliban now controls about half of Afghanistan. The Trump administration held
talks with Taliban leaders last year. Do you know why Afghanistan’s government was not part of
these talks? (The Taliban refused to meet with President Ashraf Ghani or his representatives.)
These talks ended up with an agreement that the U.S. would pull all its troops out by May
1, 2021. In return, the Taliban vowed not to ally itself with ISIS or any other terrorist groups, and
to finally agree to talks with Afghanistan’s government. Some pundits thought President Biden
should ignore previous U.S. promises and keep troops in Afghanistan. But he recently announced
that he will pull soldiers out of the country, although at a slower rate than was previously
promised. President Ghani supports the troop withdrawal. The U.S. has set a final date for this
withdrawal: September 11th, 2021.
The group known as the Taliban originally formed in Pakistan. It moved over the Hindu
Kush mountain range to Afghanistan in the mid-1990s, and soon took over the government. Most
Afghans welcomed the Taliban rule at first, as it promised safety and security after years of civil
war and infighting among brutal warlords. Can you see why this would be an improvement?
Although the Taliban did limit corruption and restore peace, it also enacted an extreme
version of Islamic law. The Taliban banned “non-Islamic” influences such as television, movies,
music, and the internet. They destroyed cultural treasures like the huge, ancient Buddha statues
in the Bamyan Valley. New laws, supposedly put in place to protect women’s honor, required
women to wear full-body garments called burqas. Girls could not attend school, and women were
forced to give up jobs and professions. Women were not even allowed to laugh in public.
Anyone breaking these rules could be publicly beaten or executed.
Human rights groups and U.S. lawmakers protested the Taliban’s brutality. But military
intervention did not happen until after the 9/11 terror attacks, which Osama bin Laden had
masterminded from Afghanistan. Do you know the name of the terrorist group he led? (Al
Qaeda.) The coalition invaded Afghanistan intent on finding him, and ousting the group that
sheltered him from power.

Osama bin Laden was not found for another ten years but, in 2011 the U.S. Navy SEALS
killed him in a compound in Pakistan. U.S. troops quickly removed the Taliban from power, and
helped Afghanistan establish a democratic government. The country held its first democratic
elections in 2004. However, coalition troops were unable to stop Taliban fighters from fleeing to
Afghanistan’s mountainous north and into Pakistan. They were also unable to stop this group
from continuing to fight to regain territory and power. Since the original invasion, the U.S. has
sent 600,000 troops to Afghanistan, spending more than $2 trillion. But despite this, Taliban
forces now control an even greater area of Afghanistan than they did following the original
invasion.
More than 100,000 people have died due to fighting, hunger, and disease related to the
war, the great majority of whom were Afghan citizens. The nation’s economy and quality of life
have been devastated. About 55 percent of Afghans live in extreme poverty, surviving on less
than one dollar a day. The country’s infant mortality rate is the third-highest in the world; life
expectancy is only about 63.5 years; and about 5 million people have fled the country. While
many Afghans are happy to see U.S. troops leave, others are afraid of increased Taliban violence
and perhaps civil war. Others worry that the Taliban will once again rule the country and
reimpose strict Islamic law.

L.A. Country to return seized land to Black family
The photo here shows Charles and Willa Bruce, a Black couple that purchased a portion
of valuable beachfront property in Manhattan Beach in 1912. The Bruces purchased the land for
$1,225 and created a resort to provide Black people in their community with beach access. At the
time, many beaches were segregated, and the Bruces’ resort received harassment from their
white neighbors and even members of the KKK. What do you think this experience was like for
them?
In 1924, L.A. county seized the Bruces’ property under the power of eminent domain.
What does this mean? (Eminent domain is the power of governments to seize private property
for public use, with payment of compensation.) The city gave the Bruces only a fraction of what
the property was worth, leaving them poor and destitute. Today, the Bruce family’s former
property is worth millions of dollars. In recent years, Charles and Willa’s grandson, Bernard,
sought to have the land returned to his family. In 2006, the city renamed the park Bruce’s Beach.
Only now, in April of 2021, has the city taken steps to return the land to the Bruce Family. Local
legislators recently unveiled a bill that would allow the county to give the land over to the
descendants of Charles and Willa. Today, many members of the Bruce family live under the
poverty line and haven’t been able to reap the benefits of owning the valuable land that was
rightfully theirs.

The story of Willa and Charles Bruce is just one example of the many ways federal, state,
and local governments have made it more difficult for Black families to buy and keep property
and homes. By losing their property, the Bruces missed out on an opportunity to build and pass
on generational wealth. What is generational wealth? (Money and assets like homes that are
passed down from one generation to the next.) In the United States, owning a home or property
is one of the primary ways in which individuals generate wealth and pass it down to their
relatives. Recent studies have shown that a major gap in home ownership persists today between
Black and white households. What does the chart below tell us about the racial homeownership
gap? (It exists regardless of income level.)
In 2018, overall, the Black home ownership rate was 42 percent, while the white
homeownership rate was 73 percent. A 20 to 30 percent gap between Black and white
homeownership has existed for the last 100 years in the U.S. While there are many reasons for
this disparity, some of the primary causes include racist housing policies enacted by federal,
state, and local governments. One of these policies was known as “redlining.” (A property value
grading system that made it more difficult for Black and non-white people to get loans to
purchase homes.) Experts say that resolving the racial homeownership gap is vital to addressing
the problem of income inequality in the U.S.

This Week in History
Henry Dunant, founder of the International Red Cross, was born in 1828. Whenever there
is a disaster anywhere in the world, the Red Cross is there to help. The Red Cross is a
humanitarian organization. What does “humanitarian” mean? (Dedicated to helping people.) This
group provides medical care for those injured in war or natural disasters. It does many other
things around the world. For example, the American Red Cross coordinates the collection and
storage of an extremely important medical resource, blood.
Henry Dunant, the man who inspired the Red Cross, was born in Geneva, Switzerland on
May 8, 1828. He was born Jean Henri Dunant — ZHAWN ohnREE doo-NAHNt — but went by
the name Henry. Despite being very intelligent, he was not a very good student in school. That is
because he was more interested in helping the poor and visiting people in prison. After failing
out of college, he joined a bank and traveled in Africa and Italy. On one visit to northern Italy in
1859, he visited a town called Solferino. There had just been a huge battle there. Dunant saw tens
of thousands of dead and wounded soldiers on the ground. There was no medical attention for
the living, and there was no one to bury the bodies of the dead. He snapped into action,
organizing people from local villages to help care for these soldiers — no matter what army they
had been fighting for. After this, Henry Dunant dedicated his life to making sure nothing like this
would ever happen again.
His book, “A Memory of Solferino,” became popular among important people in Europe.
In 1863, he met with four other people for the first meeting of what came to be called the
International Committee of the Red Cross. Can you guess how this group came up with the idea
for the Red Cross? (The flag of Switzerland is a white cross on a red background; they reversed
it to create a flag that could be seen on the battlefield.) The idea of the Red Cross spread quickly
across Europe. The Red Cross started to help those wounded in wars. It also set out rules for how
to treat prisoners and wounded people during wars. Within a year, 12nations agreed, and signed
it in Switzerland. The agreement is still in place among the nations of the world. Do you know
what this agreement is called? (The Geneva Convention.)
Unfortunately, Henry Dunant spent so much time organizing this group that he ended up
in financial trouble. In 1867, Dunant was forced to resign from the Red Cross International
Committee. Gustave Moynier, another member of the committee who often disagreed with
Dunant, took over, and also took credit for what Dunant had done. Dunant moved to Paris, where
he lived in poverty for a long time. But he continued to work for social justice. He was behind an
international meeting in 1875 calling for the abolition of slavery. He also founded other
organizations, including the Alliance for Order and Civilization, which focused on how countries
should treat prisoners of war.

It wasn’t until 1895 that a German newspaper editor published a story discussing
Dunant’s role in founding the Red Cross. In 1901, Henry Dunant — now much older, as shown
in the picture at right — shared the very first Nobel Peace Prize with one of the co-founders of
the Alliance for Order and Civilization. Dunant died an international hero in 1910 at the age of
82.
Today, Red Cross workers travel to war zones, sites of natural disasters, and communities
fighting outbreaks of disease. They provide medical attention, food, and emergency shelter to all.
Most countries have their own Red Cross organizations. Do you know what the Red Cross is
often called in Muslim countries? (The Red Crescent.) The American Red Cross, founded by
Clara Barton in 1881, helps coordinate blood donation, medical research, public health programs,
and many other crucial initiatives.

Remembering When...
Tea is more than a beverage — it is part of a way of life. Tea is the most widely
consumed beverage in the world, after water. Although coffee is more popular than tea in the
U.S. today, that could change as tea seems to be especially popular with millennials. Which
beverage do you prefer?
Some people think a good cup of tea is a nice thing to drink on a chilly afternoon. But for
others, tea is more than just a hot beverage — it is a ritual, a way of life. Read the quote below
from famous etiquette expert Letitia Baldridge. Is this how you feel about tea?

Tea is made from the leaves of a small Asian evergreen tree. Scientists call this plant
Camellia sinensis. It is native to Southwest China, near the current border of Myanmar. More
than 3,000 years ago, Chinese herbalists started to use the crushed leaves of this plant as part of a
medicinal drink. Later generations discovered that these crushed-up leaves could be delicious on
their own with hot water. Tea leaves contain a chemical that gives them their slightly bitter taste.
The leaves also contain another natural stimulant that is relatively rare in nature: caffeine. Some
other foods have caffeine such as coffee, chocolate, and so on.
The drinking of tea spread quickly to the rest of Asia, and Europeans were first
introduced to the practice in the 1500s. The British loved tea but did not like how much they had
to pay for it, so they started their own tea plantations in India. This was likely the tea consumed

by the first British settlers in the Americas. This custom stopped being quite as popular in
America after 1773. What happened that year in American history? (The Boston Tea Party, in
which the Sons of Liberty dumped British tea into Boston Harbor to protest the high taxes.)
Many families had their own special tea set, with bone china cups, saucers, and teapot.
This was also the set that came out when people came over for a tea party like the one shown
above, to go with tasty cakes and some good old-fashioned conversation. Did you ever host tea
parties like this?
Most serious tea drinkers prefer to buy loose tea and steep it in hot water. This traditional
method adds more flavor to the drink. Many of us, however, use tea bags as a more convenient
method. The tea bag was accidentally invented by U.S. tea merchant Thomas Sullivan in 1908,
when he sent tea samples in silk bags and distributors dunked them in hot water. Are you more of
a loose-leaf or tea bag person?
New methods of tea delivery came along during our lifetimes. Powdered instant tea was
developed in the late 1940s. Did you ever drink Nestea or any other kind of powdered tea drink?
Do you remember ads like the one shown above? Companies started packaging iced tea in
bottles, adding sugar and other flavorings to them.
Today, iced tea makes up about 75 percent of the tea consumed in the U.S. In the South,
people often drink “sweet tea” flavored with lots of sugar or honey. How do you like to drink
your tea? Do you prefer the British style of tea with milk? Or do you like tea with lemon and
sugar, or honey?
In the last 20-plus years, tea has boomed in popularity in the U.S. The U.S. market for tea
has grown from $2 billion in 1990 to about $12 billion today. More than half of Americans drink
tea on a daily basis. Most drink black tea, but sales of green tea and herbal teas, have been
growing fast. Many people drink ginger tea to aid digestion; others find that a cup of chamomile
tea is just the thing to soothe away anxiety before bedtime. And specialty tea shops have popped
up all over the country, bringing exciting new flavors and preparations with them.

