All the president's criminals

To paraphrase our first Republican president, our current one has practiced the pardon
power with malice toward most and charity for few. His yule-tide sack of pardons and
commutations might leave the impression of a jailbreak of unprecedented proportions, but
President Trump has in fact offered clemency with historic stinginess. Until this week, he had
done so less frequently than any chief executive of this century or the last. Sure, it's Christmas,
but Trump's Grinch-size heart has room only for his cohorts, cronies and co-conspirators.
The latest lucky few betray his familiar weakness for war criminals, liars and
crooked-politicians. Trump pardoned four Blackwater security contractors convicted of killing
14 unarmed Iraqi civilians, some of them women and children, in a 2007 rampage through a busy
Baghdad square, echoing his interventions on behalf of a former Navy SEAL accused of murder
and other wayward military men. He also pardoned former San Diego area Republican Rep.
Duncan Hunter, who was prosecuted for looting campaign funds for himself and his mistresses.
He joins a series of lawless politicians who have earned Trump's mer-cy, from former Arizona
sheriff Joe Arpaio to Illinois governor turned reality television contestant Rod Blagojevich.
The beneficiaries' most common connection is to Trump himself. Hunter and another newly
pardoned former Republican congressman, Chris Collins of New York, were the first two House

members to endorse him for president. The Blackwater Four are linked to him through company
founder Erik Prince, a longtime supporter and the brother of his education secretary, Betsy
DeVos. Charles Kushner, prosecuted by then-U.S. Attorney Chris Christie for hiring a prostitute
to seduce his brother-in-law, among oth-er crimes, has the good fortune of having a son married
to first daughter Ivanka. Even the more obscure entrants on Trump's Christmas list tend to be
sponsored by some celebrity or politician with an in at the White House.
And of course Trump continued to reserve special zeal for pardoning those whose crimes
came closest to implicating him. He has cut a swath of self-interest-ed forgiveness through
Special Counsel Robert Mueller's investigation, pardoning George Papadopoulos, whose
blabbing to an Australian diplomat triggered the probe that Mueller eventually took over; Paul
Manafort, the former intercontinental political operative whom Trump all but publicly promised
dispensation lest he level with federal authorities; and Roger Stone, the dirty trickster who has
been such a stand-up guy, in mob parlance, that his commutation was upgraded to a full pardon.
Trump's shameless abuse of this power has few lines left to cross save a preemptive
pardon of his own children and himself. The growing crowd of con-victed former associates so
rewarded may be his plain-est admission yet that he is indeed leaving the presidency — along
with the protection from prosecution it affords.

Biden’s Challenges Abroad
President Trump pulled the U.S. back from global leadership. Can Joe Biden restore it?

What is Biden facing?
Trump's "America First" foreign policy was a radical departure from the multilateral approach of
the Obama administration, and it has transformed the international landscape. The U.S. pulled
out of the Paris climate accord, the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade pact, the World Health
Organization, and the U.N. human rights commission, and it unilaterally withdrew from the
multiparty Iran nuclear deal and the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces treaty with Russia. After
four years of being berated by Trump, European allies no longer feel they can depend on the U.S.
or its commitment to NATO—although they have, at Trump's insistence, begun to spend more
on defense. The U.S.-China relationship is at its most tense in decades. Both North Korea and
Iran are further along in their nuclear programs than they were when Trump took office, with a
jubilant Kim Jong Un recently showing off a new ICBM that can reach every city in the U.S.
What will he take on first?
Biden, who has decades of foreign policy experience as vice president and as chairman of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, wants to reassert American leadership on the biggest
crises facing the globe. Most pressing is the coronavirus pandemic. The U.S. will rejoin the
World Health Organization and seek to coordinate an international plan to distribute vaccines.
Climate change is the other major challenge. Once back in the Paris climate accord, Biden wants
to lead global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with a $2 trillion clean energy and
infrastructure plan. In his very first week in office, Biden plans to save the last remaining nuclear
arms control treaty, New START, which expires in February. While Trump wanted to alter the
pact, Russian President Vladimir Putin is willing to extend it without changes for five years;
Biden will likely agree. But Biden will resume robust support for Ukraine, which is still battling
Russia, and it's possible he'll further sanction Moscow for its attempts to interfere in U.S.
elections.
What about U.S. allies?

Repairing damaged U.S. alliances is central to Biden's plans—but many allies are wary. Some
Europeans, such as French President Emmanuel Macron, say that America's retreat from
international leadership began not with Trump, but under the Obama administration, when the
U.S. failed to act against Syria's use of chemical weapons. Even if Biden is wholeheartedly
committed to the defense of traditional allies, they are keenly aware the American people could
well vote for another isolationist in four years. Europeans can "no longer take for granted that
they can trust the U.S., even on basic things," says former Norwegian premier Gro Harlem
Brundtland. Europe itself has changed: Brexit means that the U.K., our closest ally, no longer has
a voice in the EU, and London is desperate for a favorable trade deal with the U.S. that it may
not get.
What about the Middle East?
Like Trump, Biden sees Asia, not the Middle East, as America's foremost strategic challenge, so
Biden is unlikely to recommit troops to Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq. Still, there will be many
changes. The Trump administration has sold Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates billions
of dollars' worth of weapons, but the Biden administration is likely to cut off supplies for the
Saudi-led war in Yemen, which has killed thousands of civilians, and punish the Saudis for
human rights abuses such as the murder of journalist and U.S. resident Jamal Khashoggi. The
Israeli relationship will also change. Biden has always been a staunch supporter of Israel, but he
doesn't see Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's hard-line policies as beneficial for Israeli or
U.S. interests. He will keep the U.S. Embassy in Jerusalem, but will oppose continued Israeli
settlement building in Palestinian territories and restore U.S. aid to the Palestinians.
What about nuclear proliferation?
Biden wants to rejoin the 2015 Iran nuclear pact, but Tehran has increased its stock of
low-enriched uranium over the past four years and would have to agree to give up the progress it
has made toward a nuclear weapon. Further attempts to negotiate with North Korea are unlikely;
Biden's plan there is to re-engage with South Korea, abandoning Trump's demand for $5 billion
to house U.S. troops. But to rein in Pyongyang, he must get the cooperation of its biggest backer,
China.
How will he do that?
Like Trump, Biden wants to prevent China from establishing military hegemony in the strategic
South China Sea and halt Chinese stealing of U.S. intellectual property. But Trump's approach, a
trade war, hurt the U.S. economy without denting Chinese resolve. Biden is expected to halt the
tariff war and instead focus on working with Beijing—along with regional allies Japan, South
Korea, and Australia—on areas of common interest. But he also says he will hold Beijing
accountable for its atrocious human rights abuses in Xinjiang and its reversal of democratic
freedoms in Hong Kong. Balancing those competing interests will be extremely difficult.
"History cannot be erased," said French diplomat Jean-Marie Guehenno, a former U.N.

undersecretary-general. "The kind of soft power that the United States has enjoyed in the past
has largely evaporated."
'Forever wars' in Afghanistan and Iraq
"It's long past time we end the forever wars:' Biden said in his foreign policy address during the
campaign. "We should bring the vast majority of our troops home from the wars in Afghanistan
and the Middle East and narrowly define our mission as defeating al Qaida and the Islamic
State." But both Iraqis and Afghans are worried about the aftermath of troop withdrawals. After
the Obama administration drawdown in Iraq, Iran asserted more influence there and the Islamic
State overran large parts of the country. "We do not want Obama's policies to return to our
country again,” said Iraqi lawmaker Ohafer al-Ani. In Afghanistan, a Biden administration is
likely to continue Trump's planned withdrawals but make them contingent on the Taliban
keeping their promises to stop attacks on Afghan forces—which so far they have not done. True
peace is likely to continue to be elusive.

What’s in the $900 Billion Relief Bill
A $900 billion Covid-19 aid bill includes assistance for households and businesses, as
well as funding for vaccine distribution and more. Here are some highlights:

Direct Payments
The legislation would au-thorize a second round of economic-impact payments at a cost
of $166 billion. House-holds would receive $600 for each adult and $600 for each dependent,
instead of $1,200 and $500, respectively, in the first round.
Jobless Aid
Workers would I/0 eligible for a $300-a-week federal unemployment subsidy. As with
the prior aid package enacted in March, gig workers and others who don't ordinarily qualify for
benefits would be eligible for the jobless aid. The money is available through March 14.
The legislation would also extend to 50 weeks the amount of time for which workers may
claim benefits through both state and federal programs. Most states typically provide 26 weeks
of jobless benefits. The measure also provides an additional $100-a-week subsidy for workers
who have both wage and self-employment income but whose basic unemployment benefits don't
take into account their self-employment income. The cost of the enhanced unemployment
benefits are projected at $120 billion.

Rental Assistance
The bill provides $25 billion of assistance to tenants in ar-rears on their rent. It also
extends until the end of January a federal eviction prohibition.
Child Care
The bill includes $10 billion in grants for child-care providers and $250 million for the Head
Start program.
Schools
The bill provides $82 billion for public and private K-12 schools, as well as colleges.
Testing and Tracing
States would receive $22.4 billion for testing, tracing and Covid-19 mitigation programs.
Vaccines
About $20 billion would go to the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority,
or Barda, for procuring vaccines and therapeutics. Nearly $9 billion would go to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and states for further distribution of the vaccine, and $3 billion is
designated for the' national stock-pile.
Airlines
The new bill includes $15 billion to cover airline salaries and benefits through the end. of March.
The bill also includes $1 billion for airline contractor payrolls. The bill also includes $2 billion
for airports and airport-based businesses.
Banks
The bill would provide $12 billion in support to small lenders focused on low-income and
minority communities, buttressing minority-owned banks and firms known as community
financial development institutions.
Entertainment Venues
The bill has $15 billion for independent movie theaters, live entertainment venues and cultural
institutions.
Farms
The U.S. agriculture sector is set for another multibillion-dollar injection in the new relief bill,
which directs about $12 billion to crop farmers, cattle ranchers and rural communities.
Rail and Transit

The bill would provide $1 billion in relief funds to Amtrak, aimed at helping the national
passenger railroad avoid further layoffs and furloughs of its workers. The bill also sets aside $14
billion for transit systems, many of which are considering major cuts in service and layoffs. The
bill also sets aside $2 billion for the bus industry and $10 billion for state highways.
Small Business
The $325 billion allotted to help small businesses includes $284 billion for first and second
forgivable Paycheck Protection Program loans, and expands eligibility for local newspapers and
TV and radio broadcasters. The bill also in-cludes $20 billion for Economic Injury Disaster
Loans.
U.S. Postal Service
The bill loosens some of the strings imposed on the U.S. Postal Service from the Cares Act,
which provided a $10 billion Treasury loan after terms were negotiated. The bill would still
provide $10 billion to the financially strained institution, but the Postal Service wouldn't be
required to repay it, and the conditions imposed by the Treasury wouldn't apply. In exchange, the
bill would require the Postal Service to provide more information to Congress
.
Taxes
Aside from the PPP break, the bill would extend a tax credit for struggling employers who keep
workers on the payroll, and it would let recipients of certain tax credits qualify based on their
2019 incomes; in some cases, lower 2020 incomes could reduce their eligibility. The bill would
also temporarily extend tax breaks for renewable energy. It includes deductions for business
meals. Lower excise taxes on beer, wine and spirits that were set to expire Dec. 31 will be
permanently extended, and tax incentives for investing in low income areas and hiring. workers
from disadvantage groups would be extended. —Andrew Ackerman, Natal. Andrews, Siobhan
Hughe Ted Mann, Josh Mitche Amara Omeokwe, Richa) Rubin, Alison Sider, Pa Ziobro and
Jacob Bunt

