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Current Events with Frank Damon
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and
History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4,
2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Current Events with Frank Damon
Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday
Join Zoom meeting with following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510
Passcode: 724368
Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science
and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the
course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High
School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and
Canada College.
If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please go to
www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu..

Woman in the News
She is the leader of Germany’s Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party. Her party won control
of the Bundestag, or parliament, in 2005, making her the country’s chancellor. She is now in her
fourth term as chancellor. Because of Germany’s importance, many have called me the real
leader of the European Union. She was born in Hamburg in 1954. She worked as a chemical
engineer and professor for many years before entering politics. During her time in office, she led
the German economy back to growth after the global financial crisis. She also welcomed nearly
one million refugees into Germany during Europe’s migrant crisis. Most of them came from
oppressed and war-torn countries. She did this even though it was unpopular at the time. Last
year, she announced that she would not run for a fifth term in 2021. Despite this announcement,
Forbes Magazine again ranked her at #1 on its annual list of “The World’s Most Powerful
Women.” She has maintained this rank for ten years.
Who is she?

(Angela — ANG-geh-lah — Merkel.)

Covid-19 Vaccine Rollout Begins
The U.S. began its COVID19 vaccine rollout on Monday, December 14th, just three days
after the FDA gave emergency approval to the vaccine from drugmaker Pfizer. A nurse in New
York City was the first person in America to receive the new vaccine. From the chart here, which
two groups were given priority to receive the first vaccines? (Health care workers and residents
of long-term care facilities.)
The vaccine requires two doses, spaced a few weeks apart, to be effective. A week after
the Pfizer vaccine was approved, Moderna’s COVID vaccine also received emergency approval
from the FDA. The U.S. hoped to have 40 million vaccines available before the end of this year.
Here you see an estimated vaccine rollout schedule listed in order of which groups will get the
vaccine first. After healthcare workers and residents of long-term care facilities are vaccinated,
the next groups to receive the vaccine will be people over 75 and essential workers. Who would
you consider to be essential workers? (The government says Police and firefighters, teachers,
food workers, and so on.) The last groups in Phase One of the rollout will be people over 65 and
those with pre-existing conditions. This phase is expected to last through March, 2021. Who will
be eligible for the vaccine after that? (Young and healthy people.)
Some people have expressed concerns about the safety of these vaccines. One recent
survey showed that 25 percent of Americans are unwilling to take the vaccine. But both the
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines went through several stages of clinical trials before the approval
was granted. While the vaccines do have minor side effects, no major safety concerns were
reported during the trials, and both vaccines are about 95 percent effective. Experts believe that

by the end of 2021, the U.S. could reach “herd immunity” if 75 percent of the population
receives the vaccine.
(What is meant by the concept of herd immunity)
Herd immunity is based on the idea that if most of the population gets a vaccine and
becomes immune to a disease, there is less chance of the disease spreading to people who are not
protected by vaccination. For herd immunity to be effective, however, a large majority must be
vaccinated. In the U.S., we’ve used vaccines to reach herd immunity against other infectious
diseases and can use this information to help plan for the COVID-19 vaccine rollout. One of the
best examples is the highly contagious disease of measles. For measles, at least 90 percent of a
given population must be immunized to reach herd immunity. Today, cases of measles are
uncommon because nationally, 92 percent of young children are vaccinated against it. But one of
the major challenges in reaching herd immunity is the refusal of some people to participate in
vaccination.
In the U.S. there are geographic clusters where the vaccination rate is much lower. Why
do you think this is? (Generally, children in the U.S. receive vaccinations against measles and
other diseases at a young age. But in some states, parents can be exempted from vaccinating their

children for religious reasons.) Another reason some people worry about vaccines has to do with
a now-debunked study. In 1998, the medical journal “The Lancet” published a study linking the
measles vaccine to autism. That research was later discredited, but it started a movement of
people who believe that vaccines can cause autism.
Today, many of those who are skeptical of the COVID-19 vaccine believe it could cause
long-term side effects. But this isn’t supported by scientific research. How do you think public
health authorities should handle this issue? And health experts emphasize that until herd
immunity is achieved in the U.S., everyone should continue to wear masks and practice social
distancing.

Women Factory Workers from WWII awarded congressional Gold Medal
The woman shown on the right is 94-year-old Mae Krier. Krier was one of the five million
American women who took over manufacturing jobs previously held by men during World War
Two. America officially entered the war in 1941 and began sending thousands of soldiers
overseas to fight. With many men gone, women like Mae Krier took on the responsibility of
manufacturing important wartime goods like fighter planes and ammunition. The image on the
left shows a woman factory worker in Nashville, Tennessee helping to build a warplane.
At the age of 17, Krier moved to Seattle, Washington to work for Boeing. She helped
produce B-17 and B-29 warplanes, while earning 92 cents an hour. Before the war, few women
worked in manufacturing.
Societal pressures made it difficult for women at this time to find work outside of
domestic and service industries. But during World War Two, new opportunities arose for women
in other industries, forever changing the face of the American workforce. Workers like Mae
Krier helped to prove that women could do the same jobs as men if given the opportunity. And
while many of these women lost their jobs when men returned home from the war, they helped
pave the way for the next generation of female workers.
In the years after World War Two, these female workers were nicknamed “Rosies.” Mae
Krier worked tirelessly for decades to help millions of Rosies receive the recognition they
deserve. In December of 2020, these female World War Two workers were given the

Congressional Gold Medal to recognize their wartime contributions. Pennsylvania Senator Bob
Casey was one of the sponsors of the bill that made this happen.

The poster shown here was created by J. Howard Miller in 1942 and was used to
motivate factory workers in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The poster, titled “We Can Do It!” is often
mistakenly referred to as “Rosie the Riveter.” What is a riveter? (A person that inserts and
hammers rivets, which are metal bolts or pins used in manufacturing.) The name “Rosie the
Riveter” actually originated with a popular 1942 song, which told the story of a female factory
worker who built warplanes. The name was further popularized by the cover of a 1943 issue of
the Saturday Evening Post, which is shown at right. The artwork for this cover was painted by
Norman Rockwell and featured a bandanna-wearing woman named Rosie holding a rivet gun in
her lap.
Today, the “We Can Do It!” poster remains the image most closely tied with the idea of
Rosie the Riveter. While the poster only hung in factories for a short time in 1943, in recent
years it has become an iconic representation of the feminist movement. What is feminism? (The
advocacy for women’s rights and equality between the sexes.) After the war, the poster faded
into obscurity, only to be rediscovered in the 1980s. Since then, it has been used on magazine
covers, on stamps, and as a part of many political campaigns.

An original copy of the poster is now stored at the National Museum of American
History. And while the image remains relevant almost 80 years after its creation, its origins
remain disputed. Experts still aren’t sure which female factory worker was the model for the
image. Several former “Rosies” have claimed to be the poster’s inspiration, but historians
haven’t been able to verify these claims.

8-mile-long cave painting discovered in the Amazon
A team of British and Colombian archaeologists recently made an amazing discovery
deep in the Amazon jungle. The archaeologists discovered thousands of ancient rock paintings
that stretch nearly eight miles long in the area of the Amazon known as the Serranía de la
Lindosa. The paintings are believed to be over 12,000 years old and have been nicknamed the
“Sistine Chapel of the ancients.” What is the Sistine Chapel? (A Catholic church in Vatican City
that features some of the most famous Renaissance artwork, including paintings by artist
Michelangelo.)
The archaeologists believe these paintings were created by some of the first humans to
live in the western Amazon. Some of the images depict animals that went extinct thousands of
years ago, including mastodons, giant sloths, and ice age horses. What are mastodons? (Large,
extinct elephant-like creatures similar to mammoths.)
The paintings were created using ochre, which is one of the most common minerals
found on Earth. How would you describe the color of ochre? (Reddish Brown.) Scientists believe
the paintings may have played a role in the religious practices of ancient Amazonians. Some
images show large animals surrounded by smaller humans raising their arms in worship. The
paintings are helping scientists understand more about how the Amazon rainforest developed
over time. At the time the paintings were made, the Amazon was made up of smaller forests and
savannahs and hadn’t yet grown into the massive forest system we know today.

One of the reasons these paintings were only recently discovered is that they are located
in a dangerous and remote area. The archaeologists had to travel through the jungle on foot for
four hours. In addition, the territory was previously off-limits due to the decades-long violent
conflict between the Colombian government and the FARC guerillas
Some of the earliest forms of artwork created by humans can be found in caves around
the world. Our ancestors made elaborate paintings on cave walls thousands of years before
common forms of written language were invented. While dating these paintings can be difficult,
experts estimate the oldest to be around 40 to 50 thousand years old.
Paintings like the ones shown here are called pictographs. Ancient humans primarily used
red and black paints made from various minerals and rocks to create these images. Almost all
cave paintings heavily feature animals. Ancient people often painted the most fearsome animals
in their environments, including lions, mammoths, and cave bears. Humans were rarely depicted
in these paintings and when they were, the human figures were represented more simply than the
animals. What does the prominence of animals in these paintings tell us about the relationship
early humans had with the natural world?
Another common feature of cave paintings were hand stencils like the ones shown in the
image from Argentina’s “Cave of Hands.” While experts aren’t certain what purpose these
paintings served, several theories have been proposed. Some believe the paintings were made by

shamans as part of religious ceremonies. What are shamans? (Religious leaders and healers
believed to have special powers, such as the ability to see the future.) Others believe these
paintings could have been an early form of symbolic language used to communicate ideas and
stories. What purpose do you think these paintings served?
The image on the bottom was created by indigenous Americans in Utah between 400 and
1100 AD. Native peoples in America also created elaborate rock art paintings, but did so much
more recently. Many of these paintings can still be found today on public or protected lands.

This Week in History
During this week in 1959, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the Alaska Statehood
Act. This important document turned Alaska from a massive U.S. territory into the largest state
in the United States. What is the difference between a territory and a state? (People living in
territories do not have any representation in Congress.) But the Alaska Statehood Act was not
accomplished without a struggle. The U.S. bought the territory of Alaska for $7.2 million in
1867 from Russia. This was a lot of money, especially in the aftermath of the Civil War. But
U.S. Secretary of State William Seward insisted that the country needed this huge territory.
Everyone knew that Alaska was a beautiful place with majestic scenery. But Seward suspected
Alaska was rich in resources such as oil, gold and other minerals, and much more. Seward also
thought that the price was perfect, at just two cents per acre. Some Americans disagreed, calling
Alaska “Seward’s Folly” or “the polar bear garden.”
After its purchase, Alaska was merely a military district of the U.S., but its population
grew greatly in the 1890s due to the discovery of gold in the region. In 1912, Alaska became an
official U.S. territory. This territory also became very important as a military base during World
War Two. Japan temporarily took over two of Alaska’s Aleutian Islands before U.S. and
Canadian forces took them back. And, due to its location, Alaska was crucially important during
the Cold War; Alaska’s Seward Peninsula is just 55 miles from Russia’s Chukchi Peninsula. Do
you know the name of the gap between these two peninsulas? (The Bering Strait.)

As its population grew, more and more Alaskans wanted their full rights as U.S. citizens.
But some Republican members of Congress refused to admit Alaska as a state, as they thought
most Alaskans would tend to vote with the Democratic Party. Meanwhile, Democratic senators
were worried that the territory of Hawaii would send two Republicans to the Senate. Why is this
ironic? (Because now Alaska tends to be Republican and Hawaii is strongly Democratic.) More
prominent Alaskans pushed hard for statehood, both at home and in Washington, D.C. Finally,
Congress compromised; Alaska and Hawaii both became states in 1959.
Alaska is, of course, the largest state in terms of area. In fact, it is bigger than the second,
third, and fourth-largest states put together. What are these states? (Texas, California, and
Montana.) Yet very few people live in Alaska, due to the cold weather. Alaska stretches from the
Arctic Circle all the way down the northwestern coast of the continent. Does Alaska border any
other U.S. state? (No; its only land borders are with Canada’s Yukon Territory and the province
of British Columbia.) What do you see on Alaska’s flag, and what does it signify? (It shows the
Big Dipper and the North Star, indicating that it is the most northerly state.) Alaska is a state that
is rich in natural beauty. The picture here shows Denali, the highest peak in North America. This
mountain was previously called Mt. McKinley. Why is it now called Denali? (Many Alaskans
wanted it changed to its original Native American name.) And William Seward was correct to
think of Alaska as a place rich in natural resources. Do you know what these resources might be?
(Eighty percent of the state’s economy comes from oil and natural gas; it is also a major source
of salmon, cod, crab, and other seafood.) Alaska is also home to two of the three largest national
forests in the U.S. One of these, the Tongass National Forest, is one of the world’s largest intact
temperate rainforests.

Remember When . . .
For 60 years, millions of readers have loved the novels of British author John le Carré,
who died last month at the age of 89. Books such as “The Spy Who Came in From the Cold” and
“The Little Drummer Girl” were thrillers focused on international espionage.
Le Carré's novels showed the human side of the spy business, and the toll that it takes on
everyone involved. Like his books, however, John le Carré's life had a couple of surprising
twists. One was that he had spent some time as a member of British intelligence. The other? John
le Carré didn’t really exist. He was born David John Moore Cornwell in 1931. He and his brother
Tony never really knew their mother, who left the family when David was five. They grew up
with their father, a conman who bounced from place to place across the United Kingdom. David
grew up without books in his home, only to discover them when he went away to boarding
school. David Cornwell hated school, but he loved languages, especially German. At the age of
19, he jumped at the chance to work for the Intelligence Corps in Austria. Can you imagine
working in this kind of job as a teenager?
Cornwell continued to work for the British government on and off for a decade, including
during his university days at Oxford. His time there was interrupted briefly, when his father was
declared bankrupt. After graduating in 1956 with a degree in modern languages, David Cornwell
became a full-time agent for MI5, the British domestic security agency. He went on to serve in
the British Foreign Service, or MI6 — the same division that fictional spy James Bond was
supposed to be working for. In these sensitive positions, all personal writing projects had to be
published under a pseudonym. From the very beginning, John le Carré’s novels were very
different from those of Ian Fleming. For one thing, le Carré knew the world of espionage from
the inside. His main character, George Smiley, spent most of his time waiting, listening, and
thinking, instead of flying around the world shooting supervillains.
For another thing, as he proved in “The Spy Who Came in From the Cold,” le Carré
showed that agents on both sides of the Cold War were flawed individuals doing the best they
could in a tough world. Most importantly, perhaps, was his philosophy of literature: grab the
reader early with an exciting scenario, and keep them engaged with interesting, authentic
characters.
After resigning from MI6 to write full-time, John le Carré became an international
superstar. Novels such as “Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy,” “The Russia House,” and “The Constant
Gardener” were massive best-sellers. They were also adapted for both movies and TV
miniseries. These brought the author fame and great fortune, although he was rarely happy with
how they turned out. Can you understand why an author would disapprove of a book’s filmed
version? John le Carré never stopped writing. In 2019, at the age of 85, he published his 25th
novel, “Agent Running in the Field,” focusing on the Brexit crisis. How do you think he felt
about the U.K. leaving the European Union? (He disliked the idea, as he felt that British interests
should be tied to those of Europe.) But David Cornwell did not like literary society; instead of
settling in London, he lived in Land’s End, located at the most southwestern end of the U.K.

Many of his friends praised him as a generous mentor and a master conversationalist with a
down-to-earth sense of humor.

