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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Man in the News
He is the president of the People’s Republic of China.. He has worked in China’s

Communist Party for most of my life, holding several government positions. In 2012, he was
chosen as head of the Communist Party, giving him effective control over the country. Two years
later, he was selected as president. As China’s leader, he has popularized the idea of the “Chinese
Dream,” encouraging individual aspirations. At the same time, his government has sought to
limit political and press freedom in mostly self governing territories such as Hong Kong and
Taiwan. He recently traveled to Tibet, another Chinese territory. On this, his first visit as
president, he visited Lhasa, the capital. China has been accused of suppressing cultural and
religious freedom in Tibet, as well as calls for independence. Tibetan culture is largely based on
its long history of Buddhism.

Who am I? (Xi Jinping — shee chin-ping.)



Study finds shark populations have decreased 71% since 1970
Many people are terrified of sharks. In actuality, only a few of the world’s many shark

species pose any kind of threat to humans. Shark attacks on humans are rare, averaging fewer
than 100 a year worldwide. However, sharks have a lot to fear from humans. New studies are
confirming what scientists had long feared — human fishing threatens to push these ancient sea
creatures toward extinction. According to a recent study, global shark populations have
decreased 71 percent since 1970. The study also found that many shark species are now
threatened with extinction. The main reason for the loss in population is human fishing. As you
can see on the chart below, the rate of shark catches has increased dramatically since the 1950s.
Sharks are sometimes caught for their meat, for use in traditional medicines, and to support the
market for shark fin soup, a single bowl of which can sell for the equivalent of $100. Who knows
why this is controversial? (Sharks are caught, their fins removed, and they are thrown back into
the water, where they die.) But an even bigger threat to sharks is accidental catches, also known
as “bycatch.” Bycatch occurs when fishermen accidentally catch sharks while fishing for other
species like tuna or swordfish. Some fishermen use longline fishing gear to hook their prey. This
method uses fishing lines that run for miles and have thousands of hooks. Longline fishing often
results in the accidental catches of sharks, sea turtles, and other marine mammals. The number of
fishing boats in the ocean has greatly increased since the 1950s, leading to more shark bycatch.
Recent studies have shown that humans kill nearly 100 million sharks each year, a number that
experts say could lead to extinction.



Experts believe the declining shark populations will have a major effect on ocean
ecosystems around the world. That’s because sharks serve as “ecosystem engineers'' in their
underwater habitats. Sharks are apex predators. A food web is like a food chain only larger. It
explains how different plants and animals are connected in ways that help them survive. Sharks
help keep ecosystems balanced by feeding on smaller fish. Why is this important? (It prevents
smaller fish from overwhelming an ecosystem.)

And because they are messy eaters, sharks will often leave scraps behind for other
scavengers. Sharks also help ecosystems by intimidating other species. Sharks help keep seagrass
healthy by frightening sea turtles. Sea turtles feed on seagrass, and when sharks are present, sea
turtles will graze more widely, rather than in a single area. Without sharks present, sea turtles
will graze in one area for a long time, eventually destroying important habitats for other marine
species. Keeping seagrass healthy isn’t just important for fish, it’s also vital to the health of our
planet. Seagrasses store large amounts of carbon, which helps limit the amount of carbon
entering the atmosphere. Greenhouse gases like carbon trap heat in Earth’s atmosphere and
contribute to global warming. Sharks also protect coral reefs from becoming overwhelmed with
algae. Additionally, sharks often feed on the weakest animals in an ecosystem. By weeding out
sick animals, sharks help prevent the spread of infectious diseases in fish populations, which in
the long term, helps keep these populations healthier.



There are more than 500 species of sharks. The one shown here is a great white shark,
which is known as a fearsome predator. This is the type of shark depicted in the classic movie
“Jaws,” though these sharks rarely attack humans. Great whites can grow to be 20 feet long, and
live for up to 70 years. Sharks are a kind of fish, and so they breathe the same way fish breathe.
How do fish breathe? (By using gills, which are slits along the side of their bodies.) Sharks take
in water through their mouths, which passes over the gills and out the slits. The gills absorb
oxygen from the water. Because of their size and the way their bodies work, sharks need more
oxygen than most fish. Most sharks have to keep swimming all the time, to keep water moving
through their gills. Also, unlike most other fish, sharks have skeletons made from cartilage, not
bones. Cartilage is more flexible than bone, so sharks can make lightning-quick turns in the
water. Sharks have a very strong sense of smell. This helps them detect their prey in the water.
Sharks also have many rows of teeth in their mouths. These teeth aren’t connected to their jaws
the way human teeth are. When a shark’s tooth falls out, the tooth in the row behind it quickly
replaces it. Why do you think sharks evolved this way?

Scientists say sharks are actually quite curious and even playful animals. We have also
learned that some species are very social. Not only do they hunt in groups, they also have
complicated relationships within their groups. One recent study showed that sand tiger sharks
form groups of about 200 during certain times of the year. The same study showed that sharks
usually have about 20 “best friends,” with whom they associate more often.



Giannis Antetokounmpo leads Milwaukee Bucks to NBA Championship
This is 26-year-old basketball player Giannis Antetokounmpo—YAH-nes

AHN-tet-e-KOOMpoh. Giannis plays in the National Basketball Association, or NBA, for the
Milwaukee Bucks. In July of 2021, Giannis led the Milwaukee Bucks to their first NBA
championship since 1971. Giannis has been in the NBA since 2013 when he was selected 13th in
that year’s NBA draft by the Bucks. Since then, Giannis has become one of the best players in
the NBA, winning back-to-back Most Valuable Player awards in 2019 and 2020.

But Giannis’s road to NBA stardom wasn’t easy. He was born in Athens, Greece in 1994.
Three years before he was born, Giannis’s parents immigrated to Greece from Nigeria. Giannis’s
parents were both athletes. His father played soccer in Nigeria and his mother was a high jumper.
Because they were immigrants, Giannis’s parents had difficulty finding work in Greece, so
Giannis and his older brother helped make money by selling watches, sunglasses, and handbags
on city streets. Giannis’s family was very poor when he was young; they suffered several
housing evictions and couldn’t always provide enough food. But those weren’t the only
challenges. Even though Giannis and his three brothers were born in Greece, the boys could not
receive Greek citizenship because their parents were immigrants. So, for the first 18 years of his
life, Giannis was essentially “stateless.” Giannis and his brothers found relief from their
circumstances by playing sports. As a young man, Giannis played soccer, but in 2007 a local
coach convinced him to switch to basketball. This decision changed the course of his life.



As teenagers, Giannis and his brother Thanasis played basketball for a semi-pro club
team in Athens. Giannis performed well enough to earn the attention of NBA scouts and he was
drafted by the Milwaukee Bucks in 2013. A few months before the draft, Giannis was finally
given Greek citizenship. Giannis made his NBA debut at the age of 18. Early in his NBA career,
due to his natural talents and because many people had difficulty pronouncing his last name,
Giannis earned the nickname “the Greek Freak.” In the years after he joined the NBA, Giannis
steadily improved as a player, eventually becoming an NBA AllStar and earning a $100 million
contract with the Bucks. With Giannis’s help, the Bucks became playoff contenders in the
seasons between 2016-2020. He scored 50 points in the final game of this year’s playoffs and
was named Finals MVP. Despite all his success,

Giannis has remained humble and focused on his family. He helped move several family
members, including his parents, from Greece to Milwaukee. All three of Giannis’s brothers also
play professional basketball. His older brother Thanasis joined the Bucks in 2019, while his
younger brother, Kostas played for the Los Angeles Lakers. His youngest brother Alexis plays
professionally in Spain. Giannis doesn’t just do great things on the basketball court, he also
supports important charitable causes. At the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, when the
Fiserv Forum—the Milwaukee Bucks stadium—shut down, Giannis donated $100,000 to
stadium staff to help cover lost wages. He donated another $100,000 to a Chicago non-profit
called After School Matters which provides out-of school programs for young people. Giannis
has also been involved in charitable work in his home country of Greece.



60 years of the World Eskimo-Indian Olympics
Currently, many people are paying attention to the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan.

But a different kind of Olympics takes place every year, much closer to where we live. This
gathering brings together Arctic peoples from all over North America, where they compete in
some traditional activities — and solidify their ancient cultural ties. The World Eskimo-Indian
Olympics, or WEIO, is held every year in Fairbanks, Alaska. This year marks the 60th
anniversary of the very first WEIO in 1961. These Olympic events are very different from the
ones in Tokyo. One of the strangest is the ear-pulling contest. There are two contestants at a time
in this grueling event. A single loop of string is placed around one ear of each person. At a
signal, each leans back, trying to pull the string off the other person’s ear. If the string falls off
your ear, or breaks on your side, you lose the match. This competition, as you might imagine, is
painful – often for both contestants! Would you ever participate in this kind of event?

The central event is the Akratcheak, or two-footed high kick. In this event, contestants try
to jump as high as they can to kick a ball suspended over their heads. Other events include the
knuckle hop, the blanket toss, the stick pull, and a muktuk eating contest. Muktuk is frozen
whale skin and blubber. The WEIO is more than just a sporting event. It is a chance for these
Native Americans to gather, meet, and talk. Musicians, dancers, and cooks are also able to
showcase their skills. There is even a pageant to select Miss WEIO. This year’s winner was
Autumn Madison, who lives in the far northwestern town of Kotzebue, Alaska.



Most people tend to think that all far-northern Native Americans belong to a single large
group that just happened to scatter all over the Arctic Circle. But that is far from true. There are
many different peoples living in this area, each with their own traditions and ways of life. One of
the largest groups is the Inuit, a group that was once called the “Eskimo.” These people can be
found living in Alaska, northern Canada, and Greenland. Where is Greenland? (Between Europe
and Canada.) Inuits trace their common ancestry to the Thule people, an ancient indigenous
group established 1,000 years ago. The Aleut are another distinct group of Native Americans.
They are the native people of the Aleutian Islands, which are part of present-day Alaska. Most
Aleuts live in Alaska, but others live in the most northeastern part of Russia. The Aleut are
known for their intricate carvings, their skill at hunting and fishing, and their warm clothes. The
Yupik people make up another large population, mostly in western Alaska and Siberia. This
group separated from their distant relatives, the Inuit, about 3,000 years ago. The photo at bottom
left shows a typical Yupik mask. Village shamans came up with the ideas for these
strange-looking masks in their dreams. They then hired people to carve them for use in dances
and ceremonies. Yupik masks were first shown in Europe just as Surrealist art became popular.

The Americas are not the only place where indigenous people live in the Arctic. The
Sámi live in Norway, Finland, Sweden, and Russia. They are a nomadic people, traveling from
place to place with their herds of reindeer. Here, you see a Sámi man with his portable home.



Saving Alabama’s Underwater Forest
In 2004, Hurricane Ivan caused extensive damage in the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of

Mexico. One of the side effects of the storm was to stir up the sediment and seaweed on the floor
of both bodies of water. When the storm was over, divers discovered many interesting things that
had previously been buried. A few miles off the coast of Alabama, divers were shocked to
discover the remnants of an entire bald cypress tree forest. Scientists think it must have been on
land at one time, before the Gulf of Mexico took its current shape. Although the trees were dead,
they were very well preserved, as they had been completely covered by sand and other material.
When researchers examined wood samples, they learned that the trees had been alive at least
50,000 years ago. Further experiments dated the forest at about 60,000 years old! Since the
discovery of Alabama’s Underwater Forest, many people have tried to dive down to see the trees.
Some have wanted to take some of the wood to make furniture. How much do you think people
could charge for a chair made out of 60,000-year-old wood? But scientists are trying to get the
Underwater Forest declared off-limits to everyone — except, of course, themselves.

So far, researchers have found many creatures living inside the wood, including
shipworms. These are not actually worms, but long, skinny clams that have been called “termites
of the sea.” Shipworms contain thousands of bacteria, some of which are being studied now to
see if they might have benefits to medical research.



Bald cypress trees are deciduous conifers. Conifers are trees that bear cones and have
needle-like leaves. Conifers are usually evergreens, but the bald cypress is deciduous, which
means they shed their leaves once a year. These trees are native to North America, where they
can be found in the areas shown on this map.

These trees thrive in many different environments. Some are located in dry or sandy soil,
while others grow well in clay or wetter environments. The bald cypress tree is most commonly
found in swampy areas in the American South. In fact, the bald cypress is the state tree of
Louisiana. Here, you see a tree known as the “National Champion” Bald Cypress. Located on
Cat Island in Louisiana, this tree is 83 feet tall and 54 feet around. Experts think it is about 1,500
years old. The ninth oldest tree of any kind in the world, and the oldest tree in the eastern United
States, is a bald cypress in North Carolina that has been growing for more than 2,600 years.
Scientists have long tried to understand what makes these trees so adaptable and hardy. One
reason is that they are the only trees with knees. This is the name given to the knobby growths
that surround many bald cypress trees growing in wet conditions.These growths are part of the
root structure of the tree. At first, people assumed that cypress knees served to capture oxygen
from the air and feed it to the tree. But after careful study, no one has found evidence for this
theory. The latest theory is that these growths somehow help keep the tree stable and upright.
During flood conditions, bald cypresses rarely fall or get washed away.



Country of the Week: Estonia
Estonia is a country in northeastern Europe. It is bordered by Russia and Latvia, and it is

separated from Finland by the Baltic Sea. About 1.3 million people live in Estonia. The air in
Estonia is some of the cleanest in the world. About half of the country is covered in forest. Some
animals—like wolves, bears, and wild boars—that are almost extinct in the rest of Europe can be
found in Estonian woodlands. Many other animals have been recently introduced to Estonia by
the government. The country is also full of many natural rivers and lakes. The country’s largest
lake is Lake Peipus, which lies on the border between Estonia and Russia. Lake Peipus is one of
the largest lakes in all of Europe, and it is home to many aquatic plants and fish species. Estonia
is a wealthy country with a high quality of life. The capital and largest city is Tallinn. Tallinn,
which is located on the northern coast of Estonia, has a population of more than 400,000 people.

In 1997, the city of Tallinn was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site because of its
well-preserved old buildings, many of which were built in the 1400s. In addition to being the seat
of government, Tallinn is also the economic center of Estonia. Many large technological
companies are headquartered in Tallinn. One such company is Skype, which was partially
developed in Estonia. The economy is also supported by several large banks located there, as
well as through the sale of natural resources such as gas and wood to nearby countries. Tourism
is also important, with two million people visiting each year. The prime minister of Estonia is
Kaja Kallas— KAY-a CALL-iss. She is the first female prime minister of Estonia and has been
in office since January 2021.



Throughout its history, Estonia has been controlled by many foreign powers. Sweden
took control in the 1600s. In the 1700s, Russia conquered the country. However, beginning in the
1850s, Estonians began to embrace their own national identity. In 1918, Estonia declared
independence from Russia, and was officially recognized as an independent state in 1921. In
1939, however, the country was invaded and annexed at different times by both the Soviet Union
and Germany during World War Two.

After the war, the Soviet Union kept control over Estonia. Beginning in 1987, however,
many Estonians joined the Singing Revolution. Over the next four years, thousands of Estonians
gathered together to protest peacefully and sing national songs that had been banned under the
Soviets. This revolution was finally successful in 1991. Estonia has more folk songs than any
other country. The Estonian Song Festival, which takes place once every five years in Tallinn, is
one of the largest choral festivals in the world. Tens of thousands of people participate in this
event, in which singers perform traditional folk songs. People come from all over the world to
attend this event. In addition to the historic buildings in Tallinn, there are many other very old
buildings throughout Estonia. For example, Kuressaare Castle, pictured here, was built in the
1380s on the largest of Estonia’s offshore islands and has stood ever since. In spite of the many
conflicts that have involved this castle, it is still in good shape. Estonia is very connected to its
neighbor, Finland. The official language is Estonian, which is closely related to Finnish and not
to most other languages in Europe.



This Week in History
James Baldwin, one of America’s greatest writers, was born on August 4th, 1924, in

Harlem, New York. James was the oldest child in a family with eight other children. The family
was poor, and James’ stepfather was very hard on him. As a child, James found comfort in
reading and writing. He wrote his first play at the age of 10. His teacher was so impressed she
directed the play in his school. But while teachers recognized his talent and encouraged him, he
often felt like an outsider in the U.S. due to racism and bullying.

As a young man, Baldwin decided to become a professional writer. He quickly made a
name for himself with book reviews and articles. But America’s lack of racial progress frustrated
him. When Baldwin was 24, a restaurant refused to serve him because he was Black. This
prompted him to move to Paris, where his career blossomed. His first novel, “Go Tell It on the
Mountain,” was a great success when it came out in 1953. This book, which Baldwin had begun
when he was 17, was based on his own early life. Two years later, he published a book of essays
titled “Notes of a Native Son.” These two works established him as one of the most important
voices in Black American literature. Baldwin continued to publish novels, as well as essay
collections like “The Fire Next Time.” In the 1960s, he was considered the most important writer
of the Civil Rights Movement. He also wrote about being a gay man, even though it cost him
some of his readership. James Baldwin passed away in 1987. A 2018 movie based on his novel
“If Beale Street Could Talk” was nominated for an Oscar, as was a 2016 documentary about his
life and work entitled “I Am Not Your Negro.”



Remembering When...
There is no question that Marilyn Monroe was one of the greatest movie stars of all time.

Marilyn Monroe’s beauty and talent made her a major box office draw, and a worldwide icon.
Her mystique has only grown since her tragic and early death from a drug overdose on August 4,
1962.

Norma Jeane Mortenson was born in Los Angeles in 1926. She sometimes used the last
name Baker, which belonged to her mother’s first husband. She spent much of her childhood in
foster care because her mother suffered from mental illness and spent time in institutions. Norma
Jeane got married at the age of 16, and dropped out of high school. But her marriage was not a
good one, and her husband was deployed to the South Pacific in 1944. She moved in with his
parents and began working at a munitions factory to help with the war effort. It was there that a
photographer, who was at the factory to take pictures of women workers, discovered her. What
do you think of this photo of her taken at the factory in 1944? Can you see why she caught the
eye of the photographer?

Monroe quit the factory and soon became an in-demand pin-up and magazine model. Her
beauty and sex appeal won her a film contract with 20th Century Fox, where four important
things happened: she dyed her hair blond, she took acting and singing lessons, she renamed
herself Marilyn Monroe, and she divorced her husband so she could focus on her new career.



After small roles in small movies, directors started to notice that she had real talent. This led to
short but important roles in two classic 1950 films, “All About Eve'' and “The Asphalt Jungle.”
The picture at right was taken for “Niagara,” the 1953 movie that was her first big breakthrough
as a lead actress. While she had the talent for serious films like “Niagara” and “Bus Stop,” the
studio and the public preferred her to be funny and sexy, playing “dumb blonde” roles in
comedies such as “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” “How to Marry a Millionaire,” and “Some Like
it Hot.” She won a Golden Globe Award for her 1959 role in “Some Like It Hot.” What was your
favorite performance by Marilyn Monroe?

Monroe also made headlines for her personal life. She dated and married a famous
baseball player. (Joe DiMaggio.) However, their marriage was troubled, and ended with an
argument about a famous picture from “The Seven-Year Itch” where Monroe’s skirt was blown
up by air from a subway grate. Do you remember this famous image? After divorcing DiMaggio,
Monroe married and later divorced playwright Arthur Miller, and had romances with many other
Hollywood legends, including Marlon Brando, Yul Brynner, and Frank Sinatra. She also had
secret relationships with a famous pair of political brothers. Who were they? (John Kennedy and
Robert Kennedy.) Sadly, Marilyn Monroe had a lot of psychological and physical problems,
which cost her acting jobs and caused her to become addicted to painkillers. She died on August
4, 1962 from a drug overdose, though some people suspect there may have been foul play.
Marilyn Monroe was only 36 years old when she died.








