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Current Events with Frank Damon
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and
History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4,
2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Current Events with Frank Damon
Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday
Join Zoom meeting with following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510
Passcode: 724368
Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science
and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the
course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High
School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and
Canada College.
If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please go to
www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu..

Man in the News
He is the founder of Amazon.com as well as the owner of the Washington Post
newspaper as well as the founder of Blue Origin a spaceflight company. He was born on January
12th, 1964 in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
His company Amazon started as an online bookstore, but now operates supermarkets and
even creates original tv and movie content for streaming. He was named as the richest person in
the world twice in a row by Forbes, and his net worth has reached 192.8 billion as of this year.
Recently Amazon employees in Bessemer Alabama have tried to create a union, but the
company has fought against it.

(Who Am I? Jeff Bezos)

Myanmar Crisis Deepens
Last year, the nation of Myanmar held just its second free election in history. Where is
Myanmar? (In Southeast Asia.) The ruling National League for Democracy party, known as
NLD, maintained about 80 percent of the seats in the country’s government. But leaders of the
Tatmadaw, Myanmar’s largely independent military, claimed that the elections had not been fair.
On February 1, 2021, the Tatmadaw overthrew Myanmar’s elected government in a coup.
This triggered many protests like the one shown here. As you can see, many demonstrators held
up pictures of former State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi. The position of state counsellor is
equivalent to prime minister. She and other government officials have been detained since the
coup. The Tatmadaw claimed that protesters were violent criminals, and started firing bullets into
crowds of demonstrators, killing more than 500 people, and arresting thousands more. They also
killed some people in their homes. What does the quote below tell you about the mindset of the
Tatmadaw?
Despite the violent crackdown, people are still protesting. Over Easter weekend,
protesters wrote anti-coup messages on Easter eggs and posted them on social media. Was this a
smart way to get their message out? Many foreign nations, including the U.S. and Canada, have
condemned Myanmar’s military. President Biden signed an executive order for sanctions against
members of Myanmar’s military government and their families.

Myanmar was originally known as Burma. It was a British colony for many years before
an independence movement led by General Aung San, founder of the Tatmadaw as a self-defense
force. But Aung San was assassinated just six months before the country’s independence.
Thirteen years later, the Tatmadaw overthrew the country’s elected government to establish a
communist dictatorship. Many citizens protested against this five-decade military reign,
including Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of Aung San. She helped lead the 8888 Uprising on
August 8th, 1988, gaining international recognition for her fight for democracy. Do you think her
family’s history helped make her protest more legitimate?
When Myanmar held a national election in 1990, the NLD won 81 percent of the
government seats. But the government refused to honor the election, and placed Aung San Suu
Kyi under house arrest for years. When she won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991, her sons had to
accept on her behalf, as she could not leave the country. The military finally stepped down in
2011, and four years later in 2015, Myanmar held its first truly free election. The NLD won a
huge majority of seats. Aung San Suu Kyi — barred from the presidency because she married a
foreigner — served as state counsellor and de facto ruler. What does “de facto” mean? (In fact, if
not in name.) Last year, the NLD won again in a landslide. But the Tatmadaw, led by General
Min Aung Hlaing, refused to accept the results and seized power once again.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s government was not perfect in the eyes of the international
community — especially when it came to the treatment of Myanmar’s Rohingya people. In fact,
her actions relating to the Rohingya greatly tarnished her reputation as a courageous democratic
reformer. The Rohingya originated on the Indian subcontinent, settling mainly in the western
state of Rakhine. Rohingya have been persecuted for being foreigners, immigrants, and for their

religious views. What is the source of this religious conflict? (Most Myanmarese follow
Buddhism, while nearly all Rohingya follow Islam.) Persecution against the Rohingya has taken
many forms. A constitutional amendment in 1982 deprived them of citizenship and voting rights.
They have also suffered many physical and military attacks over the years. Many were punished
for supporting the 8888 Uprising, fleeing to neighboring Bangladesh. Rohingya activists hoped
for change when the NDL rose to power in 2015. The next year, however, the Tatmadaw waged a
military campaign against Rohingya in Rakhine. General Min Aung Hlaing oversaw the
bombing and burning of villages, and the killing of as many as 25,000 Rohingya during this
time. More than 700,000 managed to escape into Bangladeshi refugee camps. Do you think this
should be considered an ethnic cleansing campaign? Many hoped that Aung San Suu Kyi would
denounce this violence. Instead, she downplayed the attacks as a national security matter and
said other countries should not criticize Myanmar.

Author Beverly Cleary dies at age 104
Beverly Cleary was one of the most famous and successful children’s authors in history.
She passed away on March 25th, just weeks shy of what would have been her 105th birthday on
April 12th. Her books had a knack for finding humor and surprise in every aspect of life. This
was especially true for the books set on Klickitat Street in Portland, Oregon. Is this a real street?
(Yes — Cleary lived near it as a young girl.) As a first-grade student at Portland’s Fernwood
Grammar School, Cleary struggled with reading, which embarrassed her. But she persisted, and
by the time she was in sixth grade, her teacher suggested she might be a writer. After that, she
started practicing writing all the time.
As a young woman, she worked as a children’s librarian in Yakima, Washington. Later,
she and her husband settled in Carmel, California, where she spent the rest of her life. In the late
1940s, Cleary finally finished her first novel, “Henry Huggins.” When a publisher rejected it,
Cleary decided to add two girls to the book. Do you know who these characters were? (Beatrice,
known as “Beezus,” and her sweet but rambunctious little sister Ramona.) These characters
helped the novel become very popular when it was finally published in 1950. They also went on
to become characters in their own books set on Klickitat Street. Cleary ended up writing more
than 40 books for young people in many different styles, selling a total of 91 million copies
worldwide. In 2008, Fernwood Grammar School was renamed Beverly Cleary School

As a children’s librarian in Yakima, Washington, Beverly Cleary was always trying to get
young people to love books. But she didn’t have an answer when one boy asked her, “Where are
the books about kids like us?” For this reason, Cleary wrote about kids in a way that reflected
honest feelings and emotions. Many experts consider Cleary to be one of the first children’s
authors to use “emotional realism” in her stories. Do you think this is one of the reasons her
books resonate with so many people?
She tried not to make her characters too perfect…or too horrid. Ramona, a one
dimensional brat in early books, was later revealed to be sweet and intelligent, though sometimes
misunderstood. Not everything Cleary wrote was as realistic as the books set on Klickitat Street.
For example, 1965’s “The Mouse and the Motorcycle'' and its two sequels, “Runaway Ralph”
and “Ralph S. Mouse,” featured a talking rodent with a taste for adventure. “Emily’s Runaway
Imagination” takes place in the 1920s. Cleary won her first and only Newbery Medal in 1984 for
“Dear Mr. Henshaw.” This epistolary novel featured a character who was bullied in school and
whose parents were separating. What is an epistolary novel? (One told through letters written by
the characters to each other.)
Cleary also wrote two autobiographies, “A Girl from Yamhill,” and “My Own Two Feet.”
Cleary herself expressed gratitude for how things turned out for her. In an interview when she
was 95 years old, she said: “I’ve had an exceptionally happy career.”

Indonesian man plants 11,000 trees over 24 years
The man shown here is an Indonesian environment activist named Sadiman. Like many
Indonesians, Sadiman only goes by one name. The Indonesian archipelago contains 17,000
islands. What is an archipelago? (A group of islands.) Sadiman lives in a village on the island of
Java, where over the last 24 years, he’s worked to help revitalize the area’s tropical forests. In the
past, farmers in Java would clear forested land by burning it. But, over time, this process caused
many rivers and lakes to dry up. Sadiman believed he could alleviate this problem by planting
Ficus and banyan trees throughout the region. These trees have large root systems that help retain
water and prevent erosion. What is erosion? (The wearing away of land by natural forces like
water and wind.)
When Sadiman began his mission, many of his fellow villagers believed he’d gone crazy,
but now more than 20 years later, the results of his hard work are clearly visible. Can someone
read the quote here? During that time, Sadiman planted more than 11,000 trees across 617 acres.
Thanks to Sadiman’s efforts, new springs have formed near his village in previously dry areas.
Water from these springs is now being used in the homes of villagers and to irrigate crops. When
the land was drier, farmers could only harvest their crops once a year, but thanks to the new
forests and springs, many can now harvest crops several times each year.

The islands that make up Indonesia contain the third largest collection of tropical forests
in the world. Just over 50 percent of Indonesia, or roughly 236 million acres, is covered in
tropical forests. These tropical forests are vital in the fight against climate change, as they absorb
a large amount of the greenhouse gases produced by the burning of fossil fuels. Why else are
these tropical forests important? (They are some of the most biodiverse places in the world and
contain many unique animal and plant species.) Unfortunately, the forests in Indonesia are being
destroyed at an alarming rate. Here, you see photos of a healthy Indonesian forest and one
showing a forested area cleared to make way for a palm oil plantation.
Indonesia supplies more than half of all the world’s palm oil, which is used to produce
many foods and household products. Clearing land to make way for palm oil plantations destroys
the habitats of local animals, and the production of these plantations creates additional
greenhouse gases. In your opinion, is it more important to produce palm oil or to save tropical
forests? From 2001 to 2020, Indonesia lost 68 million acres of tree coverage, or around 17
percent of the country’s total tree coverage. The main factor behind this loss is illegal logging by
private companies. In recent years, the Indonesian government has put new restrictions in place
to help curb the loss of forests. In 2020, the nation saw a major decrease in illegal deforestation,
but experts say more work still needs to be done.

Female Conservationists Work to Protect Endangered Storks
The bird shown here is a type of stork known as the greater adjutant. Storks are large
birds with long, thin legs and large bills. The greater adjutant was once common across large
parts of Asia, but as of 2016, the International Union for Conservation of Nature estimated that
only between 800 and 1,200 remained in the wild. Based on the map, where do the remaining
greater adjutants live? (India and Cambodia.)
Pollution, habitat loss, and egg hunting are the main reasons these birds are endangered.
But thanks to the hard work of a group of women in India, the greater adjutant may have a
chance to recover. A wildlife biologist named Dr. Purnima Devi Barman helped organize an
all-women conservation group known as the Hargila Army. Their mission is to save the greater
adjutants in India. In parts of India, the birds are called hargilas, which means “bone
swallowers.” This refers to the fact that hargilas feed on dead animals. This makes them very
important to their ecosystems. Why? (They clean up the environment and help maintain the food
chain.) Ironically, this important trait made the hargilas seem unsanitary to local people, and they
would cut down their nesting trees. But the Hargila Army is teaching local people to appreciate
the birds and the role they play in nature. As a result, the birds’ nesting colonies have increased
from only 28 to nearly 220 in several Indian cities. Dr. Barman hopes that the model created by
the Hargila Army can be used to help other animals.

The world’s 19 different stork species make up the animal family Ciconiidae. These birds
are related to flamingos, herons, and ibises. As you can see below, storks vary widely in
appearance and color. What features do you notice in the storks shown here? Storks are typically
large birds, with some species reaching five feet in height and wingspans up to twelve feet.

While some storks have colorful bills and unique head feathers, others have bald, featherless
heads like those of vultures. Most storks don’t call or sing like other birds because they lack a
developed syrinx, an organ responsible for creating sounds. Instead, they clatter their bills to
communicate, usually during the mating process. Storks also use their bills to hunt prey. By
submerging their bills in water, some storks can hunt by “feel.” Once it has found something to
eat, a stork can snap its bill shut in less than 25 milliseconds, which is one of the fastest reactions
of all vertebrates.
Some storks, like the greater adjutant and Marabou, are considered scavengers because
they feed on dead animals. Storks typically live long lives, with some reaching ages over 40.
Storks are migratory birds. What does this mean? (Birds that travel from one place to another,
usually over long distances.)
Some European storks travel south each year to reach Africa during the winter. They
travel back to Europe during the spring and mate there in the summer. Storks create large,
complex nests to house their young, and they often return to the same nests year after year.

Country of the Week: Greece
Greece is a southeastern European nation bordered by Albania, North Macedonia,
Bulgaria, and Turkey. The country is made up of a mainland as well as many islands, the largest
of which is Crete, and it is surrounded by the Ionian Sea, the Aegean Sea, and the Mediterranean
Sea. The country has a typical Mediterranean climate. What is that like? (Mostly sunny with
mild temperatures.) Nearly 11 million people live in Greece. About 80 percent of the country is
mountainous. The tallest mountain in the country is Mount Olympus, which is more than 9,000
feet tall at its peak. This mountain is famous for its height, as well as for its place in Greek
mythology. What was its role in mythology? (Ancient Greeks believed it to be the home of the
gods.) Athens is the capital and the largest city in Greece. Athens has a population of almost 4
million people. It is one of the oldest cities in the world, having been established more than 3,400
years ago. In the 5th century BCE, Athens was considered the major city of ancient Greece, and
it is sometimes referred to as “the cradle of Western civilization.” Athens is now a major
European city, and the continent’s largest passenger sea port is located there. Shipping and
shipbuilding, tourism, banking, and fishing are among the largest sectors of Greece’s economy.
However, Greece suffers from high rates of unemployment and debt, and these economic issues
have led to social unrest. Have you heard about the Greek Debt Crisis? Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis—kee-ree-YAH-kos mitsoh-TAH-kiss—has been in office since 2019.

Greece has one of the oldest cultures of any country in the world, and early Greek culture
is seen as foundational to all European culture. Sometime in the 7th or 8th century BCE, the poet
Homer composed two epics. What is an epic? (A long poem that details the life and deeds of a
mythical hero.) Homer’s epics, “The Iliad” and “The Odyssey,” are two of the most important

poems in the history of literature. Have you ever read these poems? What did you think? In the
7th century, societies began to form in Greek cities like Athens, Sparta, and Thebes. The period
in which these societies were at their height—between around 800 and 146 BCE—is now
collectively called “Ancient Greece.” This era is seen as one of the greatest periods of innovation
in human history, boasting figures like Socrates, Aristotle, Hippocrates, and Archimedes. The
Parthenon, a temple in Athens, is a symbol of Ancient Greece, and it is one of the world’s most
iconic structures. Greece was taken over by the Roman Empire in 146 BCE, and it remained
under foreign control by a succession of different nations up until the 19th century. In 1821,
Greeks rebelled against the Ottoman Empire in the Greek War of Independence, and Greece was
established as an independent republic in 1830. Another important aspect of Greek culture is its
food, which combines Middle Eastern and European cuisines. Notable Greek dishes include
spanakopita, feta salad, and gyros, which are a kind of sandwich made with pita bread and
rotisserie-roasted meat.

This Week In History: The Polio Vaccine is Declared Safe and Effective
The man at top right is Dr. Jonas Salk. He developed one of the world’s greatest medical
advances: the first successful vaccine to prevent poliomyelitis — POHlee-oh-my-uh-LIE-tiss —
or polio for short. Polio is a disease that attacks the central nervous system. What is the central
nervous system? (The nerves in the body, especially the brain and spinal cord.) Polio can cause
muscle weakness, and even paralysis. What does this mean? (That parts of people’s bodies
cannot work correctly.) In rare cases, people can die from this disease. Examples of this disease
have been recorded since ancient times. But in the 1700s and 1800s, polio started to break out in
larger numbers among older children. What are large disease outbreaks called? (Epidemics.)
Eventually, scientists in Europe discovered the virus that causes polio. What is a virus?
(A tiny particle that invades the cells of living things and can cause disease.) But no one knew
any safe way to stop the virus without infecting people. What have you learned about viruses and
hygiene in the last year?
Dr. Jonas Salk grew up in New York City in a Jewish immigrant family and went to New
York University to study medicine. One reason he chose this school was that it did not
discriminate against Jewish people, as many other medical schools did in 1935. After graduating
from medical school he spent more time in school to study virology. What do you think virology
is? (The study of viruses.) He started along this path because he wanted to help large numbers of
people in the world, rather than focusing on individual patients. Salk studied at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor with Dr. Thomas Francis, Jr., where they tried to come up with a vaccine
for influenza, or the flu. How do vaccines work? (A vaccine contains a tiny amount of a
weakened or dead virus, usually given to people as a shot. The body produces proteins called
antibodies to fight off the effects of the virus in the vaccine; these antibodies stop the effects of
any actual virus, giving people immunity to the virus.)
Salk got the chance to head his own lab at the University of Pittsburgh. There, he
received funding to develop a vaccine against polio. This disease had a number of outbreaks in
the 20th century, including one in 1952 that infected 58,000 people in the U.S. The biggest
problem with early vaccines was that they often just gave subjects the disease they were trying to
prevent. Dr. Salk came up with the revolutionary idea of killing the virus before injecting it into
subjects. He tried this on himself and his family first. Then, in 1954, his team started a national
test of the newer and safer polio vaccine. About two million children between the ages of six to
nine took part in this test. These children became known as the Polio Pioneers. Would you have
taken this vaccine? Why or why not?

Do the children here look proud of themselves? On April 12, 1955, Dr. Francis held a
press conference at the University of Michigan. There, he announced the results of the national
trials, which he had been monitoring. According to Dr. Francis, the polio vaccine was, quote,
“safe, effective, and potent.” People celebrated this announcement all over the world. How
would you have felt?
Despite this success, however, Dr. Salk never tried to profit from his polio vaccine,
saying that he developed it to save lives, not to make money. He is famously quoted as saying:
“Who owns my polio vaccine? The people! Could you patent the sun?” What do you think he
meant by this? Was he a hero? Why or why not?
In 1962, an oral vaccine developed by Dr. Albert Sabin was licensed. This vaccine was
cheaper and easier to use in poor countries around the world. Thanks to the work of Salk, Sabin,
and others, polio has been completely eliminated in the U.S., and greatly reduced in much of the
rest of the world. There were fewer than 1,500 cases worldwide in 2020. Most of these were in
conflict-ridden countries where medical care is scarce, and where some extremist groups actively
oppose the vaccinations.

Remembering When…
Jessica Walter, one of the most talented character actresses in Hollywood, recently passed
away at the age of 80. As a young actress, she was known for her beauty and intelligence
onscreen. But Walter’s career was rare in that it seemed to build as she got older; many of her
best parts came in the last two decades. Why do you think this is such a rare phenomenon? Let’s
talk more about her life and her legacy. Walter was born in Brooklyn in 1941. Her father was a
professional musician, and her mother was a Russian immigrant. Jessica’s acting talent won her a
spot at the High School of Performing Arts in New York City. Just a couple of years after
graduating, she won accolades for her Broadway debut in a play by Peter Ustinov. She made
guest appearances in many TV shows, as well as landing a regular role on the soap opera “Love
of Life.” Do you remember this show? What was your favorite soap opera, and why?
She spent the second half of the 1960s in small but noticeable roles in films such as
“Grand Prix,” “The Group,” and “Bye Bye Braverman.” In 1971, Jessica Walter landed her
highest-profile role yet in “Play Misty for Me.”

Here you see her in the role of Evelyn Draper, an obsessive fan of a radio disc jockey. Who
played the disc jockey in this movie? (Clint Eastwood, who also directed the movie.) As the film
goes on, Evelyn becomes more and more unhinged — and homicidal. Do you think this must
have been a fun role for an actress? Why or why not? Walter found another fascinating role in
1974, playing police chief Amy Prentiss on an episode of “Ironside.” Was it unusual to see a
woman as a police chief on TV back then? Do you think this was realistic in terms of women’s
opportunities in the real world, as well as show business?

The character of Amy Prentiss was extremely popular with viewers, so she was brought
back for installments of the “NBC Mystery Movie.” What other shows began as part of this
rotating series? (“Columbo,” “McCloud,” “McMillan and Wife,” “Quincy, M.E.,” and others.)
Although she only played the role four times, Jessica Walter won an Emmy Award in 1975.
Walter never stopped working, appearing in dozens of TV shows and movies over the
years. She also lent her voice to animated shows and made commercials. But it wasn’t until 2003
that she found the role of her lifetime on “Arrested Development.” Walter portrayed Lucille
Bluth, an out-of-touch hard drinking socialite with a mean streak towards her children and her
friends. Lucille quotes, such as “It’s just one banana, Michael, how much could it cost? Ten
dollars?”, are still legendary among fans of the show. Did you ever see this program? Does it
sound like the kind of show you would like?
Although the first run of “Arrested Development” only lasted three years, the program’s
cult audience was responsible for the show being revived twice with the same cast and
characters. Her hot streak continued in the animated series “Archer,” in which she played the
hard-drinking sarcastic mother of the main character. Does this sound like a copy of Lucille
Bluth? The casting director for this show was looking for a “Jessica Walter'' type — only to find
out that Jessica Walter herself was interested.
She has also starred in two other short-lived situation comedies, as well as guest-starring
on many other TV shows. And she was able to get back to her Broadway roots, winning plaudits
for her role in “Anything Goes” and co-starring with her second husband, Ron Liebman, in Neil
Simon’s “Rumors.”

