Without people going about their daily lives using as many cars and the like both air and water
pollution have decreased. The maps above show China both before the lockdown and during it
in February, the red areas are major areas of pollution, them being almost gone in just a month
of lockdown.
Even in places like New York City air quality is improving, and in Italy the grand canals of Venice
have gotten so clean you can see all the way to the bottom. In the quote from above Robert
Routh, part of the Clean Air Council stated that these events show the link between human
activity and climate change are strongly tied together.
Over this time period have you personally noted a change in how you consume energy? Do you
think that this has ties to more than just people staying in, with places such as businesses shut
down. Places such as China and South Korea have had strict lockdowns, with things letting up
around the world will pollution get worse again?

In west Russia Archaeologists found an ancient structure that would be at least 25,000 years
old dating it down to the time period of the last ice age. While the structure isn’t the first of its
kind to be found it is the largest, being made up of bones from 60 or so mammoths.
The archaeologists are led to believe that the building was made by nomadic human
hunter-gatherers. Why this structure was made is unclear, what do you think it could have
been? The archeologists who found it have proposed theories from storing and processing food
to religious rituals.
The quote from the archaeologist is interesting discussing how our ancestors survived in the
cold of the ice age. Over time ancient humans hunting, as well as the thawing caused major
habitat loss for the wooly mammoths. This all caused the wooly mammoth to go extinct about
10,000 years ago.
Are there similarities between what went on with humans in the past and what is happening now
with climate change? What else can we learn from all of the archaeological findings of the past?

Anthony Fauci is the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease and has
been so since 1984. This means he has given advice to every president since Regan. With such
an impressive resume he was likely well prepared for the current outbreak. He’s helped fight
against many infectious diseases from SARS and Ebola. There has been much disagreement
between Fauci’s statements and the presidents from how serious the virus is, to how long it
could take to create a vaccine. Is Fauci doing a good job in informing the public? Why so?
In other news Greenland has lost a lot of ice over the past year, with 600 billion tonnes of ice
melting which has since caused the sea level to rise by more than two millimeters. This rate of
melting is six times faster than it was ten years ago. This is both higher than experts had
predicted, and is extremely worrisome.
If ice continues to melt like this the 400 million people ,and growing, living on the coast could
lose their homes by 2100. Nearly all of this ice loss and water level rise is coming from the
warming of water near the glaciers from c02 and more. Do you think governments are able to
lower the emission rates and end this worrisome problem? Will the improvements in air pollution
mentioned in the earlier article do anything to stymie this problem.

César Chávez was born in 1927, known for his fighting for workers’ rights. He used nonviolent
protest to help the world pay attention to the working conditions of American farm workers.
Living through the great depression as a child, and having his family lose their farm he knew the
hardships people had to go through.
Later in life he fought in World War Two, but then returned to California as a migrant worker. He
struggled with this looking for ways to improve the lives of other workers. In 1952 he joined the
Community Service Organization, a group who helped migrant workers with voting rights and
immigration. By the 1960’s he was the national director of the CSO, but left after learning that
the CSO would not help organize a union to work and fight for better pay and working conditions
for migrant workers. He then started with Dolores Huerta, another organizer, an organization
called the National Farm Workers Association, which later became the United Farm Workers
union.
They used the slogan “¡Sí, Se Puede!,” which was later also used by Barack Obama, but in
english as “Yes, we can!” Chávez‘s work spurred change and action in the world through
protests, boycotts and informing the people. What do you think Chávez would be doing if he
was still in the world today? Is there still work to be done for workers rights?

