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Current Events with Frank Damon 
Doelger Senior Center has been fortunate to have Frank Damon leading both our Current Events and 

History discussion groups for the last 6 years. During this time of physical distancing due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, Frank is sharing his current events discussion topics online. Starting on Monday, January 4, 

2021 at 1:30 pm Frank will offer Current Events discussion groups each Monday on ZOOM.  
 

Daly City Active Adult/Senior Services invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic:  Current Events with Frank Damon 
Time:  1:30 pm – 2:30 pm every Monday 
Join Zoom meeting with following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09 
Meeting ID: 872 2278 6510 

Passcode: 724368 
 

Frank received his BA degree from the University of San Francisco with a dual major in Political Science 

and American History. He also earned his MA in Political Science and teaching credentials at USF. Over the 

course of his career, Frank taught in the San Mateo Union High School District and at Marin Catholic High 

School, Terra Nova High School, Golden Gate University, College of San Mateo, Skyline College and 

Canada College. 

If you are interested in joining Current Events with Frank Damon, please  go to 

www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events or contact Frank directly at frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87222786510?pwd=d0VucFhGYzhMMXVhSUNJTmdFWDNwdz09
http://www.dalycityseniors.org/current-events
mailto:frankdamon@my.smccd.edu.


Person in the News
She is the vice president of the United States. She was born 56 years ago in Oakland,

California. Her parents were both immigrants to the U.S.; her mother was a surgeon from India,
and her father is an economics professor from Jamaica.

After graduating from Howard University, she earned a law degree and worked as a
prosecutor in California. She served two terms as the District Attorney for San Francisco, and
then another two terms as California’s Attorney General. In 2017, she became the first person of
South Asian descent, and just the second Black woman, to serve in the Senate. She was a
candidate for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination. Joe Biden chose her as his running
mate in that election; when they won, she became the first woman to serve as U.S. vice
president.

President Biden has designated her to take the lead on the issue of immigration. She
recently traveled to Mexico and Guatemala, where she told Central American refugees not to
come to the U.S. because the journey is dangerous and the borders are not open. Her statements
brought criticism from both sides of the political spectrum.

Who am I? (Kamala Harris.)



President Biden’s important overseas trip
On June 11th, Joe Biden left for his first overseas trip as president. Biden made three key

diplomatic stops on this trip. Biden’s first leg of the journey took him to the United Kingdom.
First, he met with that country’s prime minister, Boris Johnson. Biden and Johnson then traveled
to Carbis Bay in Cornwall for the G7 meeting. The G7, or “Group of Seven,” is an annual
economic and political conference featuring the leaders of some of the world’s most important
countries. These includes Japan, Canada, Italy, Germany, and France; the European Union’s
leaders are also usually in attendance. This meeting used to be called the G8, until one country
was suspended from the group. What country was suspended? (Russia, which was asked to leave
after it invaded Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014.)

One of the biggest topics at this year’s G7 meeting was how to respond to China’s
economic power and human rights violations . Biden led an effort to denounce Chinese leaders,
but other G7 leaders were not as quick to join him.

G7 leaders also promised to donate 1 billion COVID vaccine doses to poorer countries,
with the U.S. contributing about half that number. Most of all, however, the G7 was a chance for
these leaders to meet together in person after last year’s online-only meeting. And, as the newest
member of the group, President Biden was being observed more closely than any other attendee
— especially since former President Trump often sparred with other G7 leaders.



From the U.K., Biden and his advisors flew to Brussels, Belgium, for the 2021 NATO
Summit. NATO is made up of 30 countries that uphold a military treaty signed in 1949. Are you
surprised that NATO has lasted this long? Why do you think this is the case?

But the last leg was arguably the most important part of the president’s trip. He and his
staff flew to Villa La Grange, a beautiful estate on the shores of Lake Geneva, Switzerland, so he
could meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Former President Trump had a fairly good relationship with Putin. Biden, on the other
hand, has often been harshly critical of the way Putin operates. The two countries pulled back
their ambassadors earlier this year after questions about Russian interference in U.S. elections. In
Geneva, the two leaders met for over three hours. They agreed to re-open diplomatic relations
and return ambassadors to each other’s country. Biden and Putin agreed to start holding talks
about cybersecurity. What does this word mean? (Safety from internet-based attacks; the U.S.
blames Russian hacking networks for demanding millions of dollars in ransom.) They also
promised to re-start nuclear arms control talks, as the U.S. pulled out of an important treaty in
2019. For weeks, Biden and his team have emphasized that they want to restore the relationship
between the U.S. and Russia to “stable, predictable” patterns. The two leaders seemed to have
made some progress on this goal. Despite ongoing issues between the two countries, Biden and
Putin found common ground on the need to stop global warming, otherwise known as climate
change, and cooperation to help end the COVID-19 pandemic. Both leaders described their
meeting as professional and constructive



Asian elephant herd travels 300 miles across China
A group of fifteen Asian elephants has trekked more than 300 hundred miles across

China and the reason remains a mystery. More than a year ago, the elephant herd left the
Xishuangbanna nature reserve near the border of Myanmar and Laos. Since then the group has
been moving north, as shown on the map. On their journey, the herd has passed through forests,
farms, villages, and cities. Chinese authorities are tracking the herd’s movements using drones.
Here you see two drone photos of the elephants’ journey. What details do you notice in the photo
at left?

Authorities are also trying to keep the elephants away from crowded areas using food
drops and barriers. They hope to urge the elephants southward, so they can return to their home
at the nature reserve. Experts don’t know why the elephants left, but some believe their departure
could have been caused by a lack of food and a loss of habitat. Although elephants are a
protected species in China, their habitats have been quickly shrinking due to human
development. Scientists have found that elephants usually only change habitats for a few reasons:
lack of resources, to find mates, or for social reasons.

The elephant population at the Xishuangbanna reserve has increased in recent years, and
experts believe overcrowding there may have caused the herd to start their journey north. The
elephants have become celebrities in China. Millions of people have tuned in to television shows
and internet streams to follow the herd. China’s state broadcasting network now runs daily
updates on the herd’s whereabouts. But the journey is not without consequences. The elephants
have done more than $1 million worth of damages in 400 separate incidents. So far, all of the
elephants have remained healthy across the trip and no humans have been harmed by the
animals.



Elephants are the largest living land animal — adults can reach 11 to 13 feet high and can
weigh as much as 15,000 pounds. There are two main types of elephants. What are they?
(African and Asian.) The African elephant has larger ears than the Asian elephant. In addition,
African elephants have two finger-like knobs at the end of their trunks, rather than just one.

Elephants are well known for their prehensile trunks, which serve as both a nose and an
upper lip. What does “prehensile” mean? (Anything that can hold or grab something by
wrapping around it.) They use their trunks for many purposes, from pulling up grass and putting
it in their mouths to sucking up water from ponds. An adult can hold more than two gallons of
water in its trunk!

Elephant mothers are pregnant for nearly two years before they give birth. Baby
elephants weigh more than 200 pounds at birth and stay with their mothers for about ten years.
Elephants are very intelligent. They have the largest brains among land animals. They are also
very social. They live in matriarchal groups with several generations of female elephants living
together with the males not too far away.

Scientists have found that elephants can feel happiness when playing with each other, and
grief when their friends die. Elephants communicate with each other with gestures, trumpeting,
rumbling, and by stamping their feet. Elephants can live as long as 70 years in the wild. But they
are often victims of poachers. Why do poachers kill elephants? (For the ivory in their tusks.)

Elephants are also in trouble because humans have squeezed them out of many of their
natural habitats. These factors have greatly decreased the number of elephants in the world; both
Asian and African elephants are now considered endangered.



El Salvador becomes first country to adopt Bitcoin as legal currency
In early June, El Salvador became the first country in the world to adopt Bitcoin as a

legal currency. Bitcoin is a digital currency, which means no physical Bitcoins exist. It can be
used to purchase goods and services on the internet.

Today, most transactions on the internet require middlemen, such as credit card
companies, to validate purchases. But Bitcoin cuts out these middlemen by validating purchases
another way. It keeps track of transactions on an online system that is spread out on computers
around the world. This way no one business or person is responsible for validating purchases.

El Salvador’s president Nayib Bukele, shown here, has championed the new currency in
recent months. The new law guarantees that Bitcoin can be used to purchase goods and services
and can even be used to pay taxes. El Salvador abandoned its own currency in 2001, and today
uses the U.S. dollar. The decision to adopt Bitcoin could have a major impact on the country b e
cause currently one fifth, or about $6 billion, of El Salvador’s GDP, or gross domestic product, is
made up of remittances. Remittances are payments sent back to El Salvador from workers
overseas. Many overseas workers rely on remittance firms to transfer the money back home, but
they lose a portion of their wages in fees. In theory, Bitcoin could allow workers a simple and
direct way to send payments without having to pay these fees. President Bukele believes Bitcoin
could also solve other problems for many low income people in El Salvador. Currently, around
70 percent of El Salvador’s citizens don’t have a bank account. To make Bitcoin transactions, the
only thing necessary is a smartphone or computer, so a bank account would not be necessary to
send or receive funds.



Bitcoin is just one of over 4,000 so-called “cryptocurrencies.” These digital currencies
can be used to buy goods and services. People can also invest in them in the same way they
invest in stocks. Bitcoin was the first major cryptocurrency. It started in 2008, and it was
invented to help solve problems in how money is transmitted. But cryptocurrencies cut out
middlemen and allow users to easily transfer money anywhere in the world quickly and securely.

Transfers that now take days, could take seconds. This is possible because of a new
technology called “blockchain.” Most cryptocurrencies are based on blockchain, which is a way
of recording information online that makes it nearly impossible for someone to hack or cheat the
system. Blockchain is a growing list of computerized records, called blocks, that are linked
together using complex codes. Most cryptocurrencies use this technology to secure their online
transactions. Because blockchain technology helps eliminate middlemen, experts believe it could
change and simplify many aspects of modern life. In real estate, for example, using blockchain
technology could make it easier for buyers and sellers to complete deals without the help of
banks, agents, and lawyers. And because of the increased security blockchain offers, some
believe it could be used in elections to help eliminate concerns over voter fraud.

This security also means voters might one day be able to cast their ballots online. What
benefits might online voting have? Blockchain could also be used in the healthcare industry to
keep patients’ medical records safe from hackers and data breaches. It could also make sharing
patient records between providers, doctors, and patients faster and more secure.



Lost Brontë library goes up for auction
In the spring of 2021, the Sotheby’s Auction House in New York City announced that it

would auction off a “lost library” of books and documents once owned by the famous Brontë
family. The Brontës were three sisters that lived in England between 1816 and 1855. During their
lives, all three sisters, Charlotte, Emily, and Anne, published poems and novels now considered
literary classics. Here you see the title page from Charlotte Brontë’s classic novel “Jane Eyre,”
published in 1847.

The lost library, known as the Honresfield Library, is a private collection of documents
that was put together by two wealthy British business owners in the 1930s. But since then, the
documents have remained out of public view and only a few scholars have seen them.

The library contains more than 500 letters, manuscripts, and rare first edition copies of
19th-century books. Experts expect the items from the library to sell for significant amounts. In
2011, a small book created by Charlotte Brontë when she was 14 sold for more than $1 million.

The item expected to sell for the most at auction is a collection of 31 handwritten poems
by Emily Brontë. Original manuscripts created by Emily are incredibly rare. There is no known
original manuscript for her novel “Wuthering Heights,” and only two of her letters have been
preserved. While many are excited the library is back in the public eye, some have been critical
of the effort to keep the documents in private collections. Members of the Brontë Parsonage
Museum have called for the collection to be given to a museum where it could be viewed by
scholars and the general public.



The close-knit Brontë family lived a fairly isolated existence. The Brontë siblings spent
much of their lives at the family home in northern England. This house, in Haworth, overlooked
swampy bogs called “the moors,” shown here. The painting at left shows Charlotte, Anne, and
Emily Brontë. Their brother Branwell painted it with himself in the middle, then painted himself
out of it.

When Charlotte was a young girl, she would sit with her siblings and make up stories
about fictional lands for entertainment. The Brontë children wrote these stories in small books,
and composed poems on scraps of paper, writing in handwriting so tiny that a magnifying glass
was needed to read the words. They did this because paper was very expensive in England in the
1820s, and also to keep the adults of the Brontë home from reading the stories. Charlotte wrote
“Jane Eyre” when she was 32. She published it under the name of Currer Bell in 1847. This
novel tells the story of a young governess who learns a secret about her employer, who also
becomes a romantic interest. Many consider the novel, and its depiction of a strong, and
independent young woman, ahead of its time.

Emily’s only novel, “Wuthering Heights,” was published the same year under the name
of Ellis Bell. This tale of love, revenge, and ghosts, is set in a run-down house near the moors.
Anne Brontë wrote several novels using the name Acton Bell, including “The Tenant of Wildfell
Hall,” which is about a young woman who leaves her alcoholic husband. Soon after the
publication of these books, speculation arose over the writers. Some believed that one man or
woman had written all three books, before the Brontës stepped forward as the authors of the
novels. Sadly, Anne died at age 29, Emily at 30, and Branwell at age 31, from tuberculosis.
Charlotte outlived her siblings, but died at the age of 38.



Country of the Week: Comoros
Comoros is an island nation off the coast of southeast Africa. It is an archipelago

officially consisting of three islands, though the government of Comoros claims authority over a
fourth nearby island too. Excluding this fourth island, about 850,000 people live in Comoros.

All of the islands in Comoros were formed by volcanic activity, and the highest peak in
the country, Mount Karthala, is one of the most active volcanoes in the world. Many kinds of
birds, mammals, and plants live on the islands, including Livingstone’s fruit bat, one of the
world’s largest species of bat, with a wingspan of up to 4 feet 7 inches. Livingstone’s fruit bat
used to have a large population on the Comoro Islands, but its population has declined and it is
now considered endangered.

The capital and largest city in Comoros is Moroni— mo-ROW-nee. Moroni is located on
the largest island in Comoros, called Ngazidja—en-ga-ZEE-jah. About 54,000 people live in
Moroni and it is the site of Comoros’s largest airport and seaport. Comoros’s economy is heavily
dependent on agricultural exports, particularly of spices such as vanilla and cloves, as well as
essential oils derived from the ylang-ylang flower. More than 80 percent of the world’s total
supply of ylang-ylang essence, which is used in the perfume industry, comes from Comoros. In
spite of these exports, however, many Comorians live in poverty and the country has one of the
highest rates of income inequality in the world. Should the government of Comoros try to
redistribute the country’s wealth? The president of Comoros is Azali Assoumani. He has been in
office since 2016



Early settlers on the Comoro Islands were from islands in the Indian Ocean and the East
African mainland. Later, many Arab travelers came to settle on the islands as well. Today,
Comoros is a majority-Muslim country. About 98 percent of Comorians practice Islam, and it’s
an important part of the country’s culture. Most Comorian children learn Arabic in school, and
the country has hundreds of mosques. Comoros officially became a colony of France in 1885,
and all the islands remained under French control until 1975, when three of the four islands in
the Comoro archipelago declared independence. However, the majority of citizens on the fourth
island, Mayotte, did not wish to join the new country of Comoros.

This decision has since been reaffirmed by two separate referenda in Mayotte, and today
the island remains under French jurisdiction. The government of Comoros, however, also claims
authority over Mayotte, which has led to diplomatic conflicts between Comoros and France that
continue even today.

Since 1975, the political situation in Comoros has been very unstable, and the country has
suffered almost 20 coups d’etat. Ali Soilih—AH-lee so-ah-LEE—was a general who seized
control of the country in a coup in 1976. Soilih wanted to distance Comoros from France
culturally and economically. These policies angered the French government, and in 1978 a group
of mercenaries from France staged another coup that deposed Soilih. These mercenaries
effectively remained in control of Comoros for the next ten years, enriching themselves with
public money and seizing much of the country’s land for themselves. In 1989, after another coup,
control of the islands was fully restored to the Comorian government and has remained that way
ever since.



This Week in History
Mildred Hill was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on June 27th, 1859. But no one sang

“Happy Birthday to You” to her until many years later. That is because this song did not exist
until Mildred and her younger sister Patty wrote the melody and lyrics, respectively. Or at least
they wrote a song a lot like it.

Let’s learn more about this simple song and its complicated history. As adults, Mildred
and Patty Hill were both schoolteachers. Together, they wrote songs that children could learn and
easily remember. In 1893, they published a book of these songs. One of them, “Good Morning to
You,” became popular in the Louisville area — especially at birthday parties, when its lyrics
were changed to “Happy Birthday to You.”

This song was used in many different films, plays, and radio shows, without any
compensation for the Hill sisters. In 1935, after Mildred had already passed away, Patty and
another sister, Jessica, sold the copyright for the song’s melody to a music publishing company.

This company made a lot of money by demanding royalties every time the song was used
or recorded. In 1988, Warner/Chappell Music bought the copyright to “Happy Birthday to You.”
For decades, this company made about $5,000 per day from the licensing of this song — even
though the company had not even existed when the song was written. In 2013, a documentary
filmmaker sued Warner/Chappell, saying that “Happy Birthday to You” should be in the public
domain.

In 2015, a judge ruled in the filmmaker’s favor. “Happy Birthday to You,” the most
frequently sung song in the English language, now belongs to everyone.


































































